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HonDoUARTERS 746TH TalK BATTaLICH

/ A0 230 = U, S. 1Y

/
E/ 2 august 1yLL.
Y SUEBJ4CT: Action Ageinst dnemy, Reports After/ifter action Reports, i
™ s The adjutant General, Washington, De Ce (Thru Charnels), j

_ In compliznce with Paragraph 10 (C3), akt 345-1C5, "action Agrinst '
Gremy, Reports After/After Action Reports", for the month of June 1944,
together with supporting documnents, are farwarued herewith,
For the Commanding Officer:

y - :\ ‘ uh‘..’.I.uJ N. LI”IZ, i !

‘ lst Lts, Infentry,(
\7-Incls, aAsjutent.

. Battle keport (in uad), [
'\’ \3~3 Perioaic keport. (cop;) k

Fersonnel Losses. {cory)
Vehicle losses. (copy)
Copmenaation, CeGe, 9th Inf Div, 5 Jusy 1YL4e (conuy)
Commendation, CeCG., 4th Inf Liv, 4 July i944. (copy,
Unit Journale (copy)

B\

: 319.1/401*-\(0) 1st Ind FFF/fw |
Iii'g:gQUARTERS 6TH ARMORED GRUUP, APO # 230, U. S. Army, 3rd August, |
T0: The Commanding General, Headquarters VII Corps, APO # 307, !
U. sS. Army <
For the Commanding Officer: i
/ T
> /\/‘/él‘ e
ROBERT S, BEGIZ=N,
Inels: ) Ma jor (Cav) Armd Comd. o
n/c , o
‘ 7
S
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219.1
HEADQUARTERS ¥YII CORPS, A.P.0. 307, U.S. Army.
T0s Cemmanding Officer, éth Armd Gp, A.P.0. 230, U.S. Army.

The attached, Action Against Enemy, Report After/After Action Repert,

is returnmed to your hesdquarters for resubmission in gquintuplet as prescribed
in Administrative Memorandum No. 3, this headquarters, dated 30 July 19LL,

‘subjects “Action Against Enemy, Reports After/After Action Rerorts".

By command of Ma jor General COLLINS:

/%f’u IF,

’ W.0.J.G.,

.y t. ,
Incls n/e Asst. Adju General
319.1 3rd Ind. FFF/fw ;

(2 Aug 44)

HSAUQUARTZRS 6TH ARMORED GROUP, APO 4 250,.U.'S. Army, B
9th August, 1944.
T0: The Commanding Officer, 746th Tank Battalion, AFO # 230, ;
U. S. Army. =~ . 1

*1. For compliasnce wlth preceding indorsement.

For the Commanding Officer: :
. //,f‘
'Kéél;u// %/%;{%é;_ -
ROBERT S. BEGAZN,
Ma jor (Cav) £rmd Comd

Incls

oTRAREY |
j
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¢ Commanding ven:crel, Headuuarters VII Corps, ~FC 307, U. S, arny.
(Thru: 6th Armored Group, AKC 2350, U, 5. Army).

2na indorsement cor.plied with, The correctea iction .palnst ane.y,
Beport after/after action *eport is incloseaq,

For the Commandng Cfricer:

Vé 047 Lus E\Z% JNTw

’ ist Lt,, Infant
Incls, vya, : LAajutant,
1 Incl, @aued - Coirectea After/ifter Keport /7 incls,

319.1 5th Ind FFF/fw

HEADQUARTERS 6TH ARMORED GROUP, APO # 230, 1llth August, 1944.

TO: The Commanding General, Headquarters VII Corps, APO # 307,
U. S. Army.

For the Commanding Ofricewr-

Wo/

R
ROBC'RT S ‘B SGIEN -
Major (Cav) Armd Comd </39¢

Incls:
n/c
319.1 6th Ind
HEADQUARTERS VII CORPS, A.P.0. 307, U.S. Army, A .

T0s The Adjutant Gen ral, Washington, D.C. (THRU: Cemmanding General,
First U.S. Army, A.P.0.230, U,S. Army).

Co A Ae ™
7 Inoles n/o
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HIAD QUARIERS TA6TI TANK BaTTALICN Erp
SO # 230 Us Su aREY. |
B Nal R - '

{;I-U" bR wl | 2 August 1944.
SULJACT:  action against iremy, Reports After/After Action Reports,

¢ i The aqjutint Zeneral, ashington De C.,
(Throush - The C3, VII Corps, aR # 307, U. S. Army).
]
1, In cowpliance with parazraph 10, AR 3445-1C5, as changed by changes
#3, the followin; report is submiticd for 746th Tank Battalion, for June 19.4k.

ae CuISTial UUIT: 7i46th Tank 3attalion,

B n;;
e iy
-

()

GuS IV CRCAllTLATION: Bsttalion attachasnts:
6 Jure - 11 Jure, 4th Inf, Civ,
"11 Jure - 13 Jure, yOth Inf, Div,
12 June - 3C June, 9th Ini, Liv,

Cowpany attachments:

Co, C,6 Jure - 11 June, 82 A/3 Div,
Coe A,7 Jure - & Jure, 101 A/3 Liv,
co, «,l June - 18 June 2 A/3 Div.
Coe 4y 18 June - 27 Junc, 79th Inf., Tiv,

o STRNGIH: € Jwie 39 Officere 5 .ervant O¢f 713 v

30 June _45 Cfficers 3 _.arrvant Cff 781 il
et Increase 74 .
de SIalILis: - Juas to 7 Jure = Vic, L'alXUVI LS.

7 Jae to 1l Jure - Vie, ST LaBTIN, (38397j\

1l June to ¥ Jure - .VA.C, OTu hmain &G uo

lo Jun= to 18 Junz =~ Vic, GLOLaISSS.

18 June to 1y June - JVic, 314 COLOK 3L,

15 Jue Lo <0 June = Vic, ST Jalills de 1LICU.

<0 Jdure to 21 Juwe - Vic, <Lal7TiT07,

=1l June wo b June = Vie, LIS ae ILEHIST,

s Jduwk to ¢ June - Tic, TEUTIZRVILIL 1e Hallse

<8 June to <7 June = Vic, FIOTIuIIlLy HaGUZo N\
<% June tu 30 June = Vie, 373 CROIX HaGUs, 0\

v

26 Lalliolls lobU applicadie, N k‘ (ﬁ
fo  Ca.PalZiS:

(1) lame ofs Cperutions in Normandy,

(2) Duration: £ Jure to 30U June 19iv.

(4) Purpose: To effect = lanaing on the French
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23t 05T T - Lo athtiCK anu Seize CALi LG,
(4) auth.rity oruerings VII Corps.

Ge =nllli5s See annex #1,

he COLIANCIIG OFFICEY BV ILIORTANT SluaGa oIS
6 June to >C June 1944 - Lt, Col, Clarence G, Hupfer.

ie I03i.oo II ASITICH: See Annex 7.

Je HAlE Ao ProcarT LAl2ids 0 laVe DISTRIGUISHSD TLuiSSIVas
i aclICH:

Lails K COLIaNY RHEQOMIESNLID
RE
Heajes, Lovecire a, Capt. At Silver Star
Payne, louston 2nd 1t, Qe Silver Star
Tanrer, Clyde J. 2nd Lt, tn 3ilver 3tar
Flaggze, Harold <nd Lt. e Silver Star
1Lnlleely, Herold .. S/5¢t, L Silver 3tar
Jones, Charles 3, Sgte "an Silver Star
Tann, Jd. Zichara T75 LAl Silver 3tar
Brown, Jack Cpl. L, pronze 3tar
l-edal
y.ciurtre, Lee T/5 . Heie t L
Finkston, Leltert 2. Pvt, Hie L "
EO PriOTOG . AF1S ¢ wone.
A A & / (.
CLARINCE G, HUFFSE ¢/
t, Col., Cavalry,
~-Incls. Commandinge

(nex 1 (quint)

ammex 2 (guint)

5~3 Perioaie mport (Copy)

Jenicle Los.es (Copy) ,

Commenastion O3 9th Inf Liv., 5 July 1944 (Copy;

Coumendstlion Ga 4th Inf Dive, 4 Judy 1yii (Copy

Unit Journal (Cozy,
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The assault elencnts of the I’ftél_ion 1:nced “in #race on June , Lrig ot
approxdnately H;‘BOO, with the exception of 1lst Flatoon Coiipi .y 4y who sintoe %
FALL5 in support of 3ra Bettelion, <enca Infantry, Lth intantry oivie.cn, Lpcs
lanuing, Company C atteched for support of &nu airvorne Livicion, hensineer or
Battzlion «ttachea to /th liofantry vivision, OUn 7 June 1944, a Torce corcistls
0! one company, as:zault sun pletoon, and the neauGuarvers ting secticon ..ovsi e
STo buke sGLISs to meet «n ¢rEcteuw eneny amored «tieack, During tae ers.ing
2nJi.eunent tho oreany tinks, cne towea AT gun anc om: apn.univion wrucr ere gsi-
troyed, The cowpuny wna aSJLz.ult gun plutoon then proceeoed to Loidides aU FLAT
vwhere apgoroxin.tely trenty (U ) amurican parctroopers vwere litkraiee iru. the
Germens, sixty (60) priscners s.ere taken inc two more ene.y tanxe were uastroe ,
On 7 Jure Company & ..ov=¢ to VImnviwds in support of the lolst Adrcorre ZHvicion,
The company assisted in the cupturing of VIanviaswe, tixing upororim:otely 100
prisorers, Ca.pany A revertec< to Battziion control &t C7.0 & Jure ivlL, Cn ¥
June 194l, lst platoon, Conpany A was relieved fro.. utticaient te >ra Sstvt lion,
2&n¢ Infuntry, The wt-ilion, lecs CampPany C supported tne ith Infentr y Divicion:
attack toward LU uRG, Cn 11 June, Compeny C wazs reldieveu fran ztt-chisnt te
% nd Airborne Uivision, anu revertea to Battalion contrel, Durin: tle tice tr-+
Company 5 .= _ticcl~l ¢ ,..e. P«r Alrborne Livisicn, they engu.ed tue erery
sever:l t::nes reacr STS LERS SGLISE, CHLF du FONT eand the LL;I;,LLI.JT-T =Iid, They
also protectea the gli.er lanciings of airborne troops. Three of thne coujourjys
five officers were lost curin tiais periods On 11 June, toe Zattalion wiis re=-
lieved from attzzarent to tne 4th Tufintry Civision =nd w.g z2ttacheu to tre v th
Infuntry Division, Cn 13 June, the Sattal_c.. vies cetachea ror the SUth Infzrtr:
Division, Cernizoany A wis attac hed to the &/nd Airborre Liv sior, anc “he remzincer
of th: 3uttuiion vas attcoched “o the [th Infentry Civicion, Cne Jure 19 =z 1,
the 3ttalion supported the yth Iafuntry Zivisions =dvence on CXGLa 223 amd 3
CLCLB, 2nd Platoon Zon.pony E moved ir support of the Oth Infariry recivernt,
;x‘ovw’ ng &cross the peninculs to ZalllLVILlia, clo*ir)g off the SHWXU:T rillTIZUlh.

12 Jure, Co.paty A .ins uctecheu from the Sone Alrtorne Livisicr unc reattechec

2
w the 7yta Infurt:y Liv sions The Zuttalion <hen roved up tne ninsula towzr
GHoo . LUrS in o= A,.yo*t of the Yth Infintry Jlvision, ZSomiany o rovea tow.rd 2.5 .-
ALUns in support of the 7Sth Infaniry Divicion, who na~ tle center sactor of the

peninsula, Orn 26 June, Ccnpeny B anc O enterea JELLICURG with tre Yt Infentry
Division; the City garrison surrenderin; tn .. cite, Connrny 4 8leo sniered
Srm I KULG t:;at gate «ith the 7yth Ianfantry Zivisicn., Compiny & %€ ZetChzG

irow the “n Infintry Avisiorn on z? Ju.ne revertins twe ottt licn contrca, e
Latte L...CI., on & Je, in suiport ol e ,t.; Infirntry vivicicrn, noved Lonliru Zai

ee¢ 14 HaulUs to .05 Ul remeining enenr tr oops ang installztions, Tk witécx
caorrlea tiem mainly diors the A.mL.U Diiacls = OO RS Llimvicy Lve L AL UG, Re
Battalon mevea un SAF e la HadUJ wiging out smeall moc<ets ¢ resistince untia
zli oprosition weaceu o the ni Kt of Jure SO - Jury i, 19,

AT Wi
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TTATOR oo v oD DR
Vepcer, Too ', lat Tt YT £ Tima 1670
Plavce, Yar 14 YV, “nd Lt A ¢ June 10th
Orawford, Jazec 1. Zant, I o Tume 1C44
Yurlev, Irvin- X, Tt Tt I 12 Tope 1004
2.iner ’r, Tre T, nd Lt ST 10 Jme 100
Teak~, Y-rvin L, let Tt <l 2% Tone 1QM4

ITTTETLY AT

"ygle, Paul F, mes 4 Sy £ Jure 1644
Farrwer, “av»vin %, nl o £ June 1c4h
Joncet, Tillard 1, Tee 5 S £ June 1044
Van eter, Zidne =, ren FITA £ Tone 1044
Potter, 'evlend 3. Smt, e A June 1044
~"Malley, 3ernard Il Pyt YIA £ Tine 1044
Mazu “fese, Yenry 2, Tre B VI 7 T 1044
Yarmon, “rell T, Taez L L 7 Tra 1CH
Tex Jr, Geor-e A. St A o 7 June 1044
?iden, Victor B. Cpl T 7 June 1044
Martin, Arthur 12, F72 S 7 June 1944
Maine, Nover ', RO TTTA 7 Ture 1044
ilsem, Arlin 7/, Cpl VI 7 Jure 1Qith
Yraculisk, lfich-el (XMI) S/qgt AN 7 June 1044
Veale 1I, "illiew R, orl LU 2 June 1044
Prokorva, “hecter F, Tec 4 Y 8 Jure 1044,
Hupr, Dan C, Pvt oYL 0 June 1044
Hill, Dawey D, Tec &4 TIA ¢ Tune 1044
Carrell, Irlmer (I, Pvt MIA O Tune 1944
Turner, Jilliam R. Tec 5 s 0 Tuine 1544
Cren, Donald %. PRC QA ¢ Jure 1944
“ilew, Thomes A. Set KI O June 1944
Holland, Joseph M, FFC FIA 10 June 1044
Epns, Jess M, PMQ A 10 June 1044
Brown, foodrow W, Tec 5 R 10 Tune 1974
Barnee, Lawrence X, S/Sgy oA 10 June 1644
Thomas, Roscoe (IMI) Segt L 10 Jure 1044
Terrell, Jemec F, Tec 4 L 10 June 1¢hé4
Lawton, Don~ld A. Pvt I 10 June 1644
Mitchell, Charles H. Pvt L 11 Tune 1044
Simmons, Jamecs R, Pvt LA 12 Mae 1944
Campbell, Leroy (¥<I) Crl ' LA 12 June 1944
Moore, Aaron . PFC SJA 13 June 1044
Lilleward, Floyd H. PFC MTA 14 Tne 1944
Rease, William H. Cpl SIA 15 June 1544
R-iney, ¥elton 3. S/S~t aqA .15 June 1044
Guast, Verdie !, Jr, Tac 5 1WA 15 June 1044
7111, Joe D. Pvt S7A 15 Juna 1944
Friend, Oacar L. Pvt QW 185 Muee 104%

"nT ﬁql."r_ v Y‘ [aney | o S ey AN
. . Y . [
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Annex I - lLosses 1C ~_.~ion 6 June
Fnlisted Men (Cont'd)

AT LA
Pvt iii- ’

Perushek, John X.
Yills, Cloan E,
Beird, Marvin (I¥MI)
Parker, William M,
Free, John H.
Moore, Cecil R,
Popst, Dougles K.
Bredy, Harold ¥,
Hughes, John T,
Shalek, James A.
King, Tommie L.
DeVault, Kenneth W,
Nelson, Homer (N.I)
McCulloch, Rulon J.
McCain, Joe C.
Berry, Donsld F.

\

Tec 5
Sgt
Pvt
Tec 4
PrC
Sgt
Pvt
Sgt
Tec 5
Cpl
Pvt
Sgt
Pvt
Tec 4
Pvt

SN ERTONAN

SWA
LYA
SIA
SHa
KIA
SWA
SWA
SWA
SWA
LYWA
KIA
KIA
SWA
SwWA
KIA
SWA

17 June
17 Jure
16 June
20 June
21 June
22 June
22 June
23 June
23 June
23 June
26 June
26 June
26 June
26 June
26 June
27 June

1944
1044
1944
1944
1544
1944
1044
1944
1944
1544
1944
1944
1944

1944
1944

~1?



HEAD JUARTERS 746TH TaNK BATTALION
APO 230 : U. S. ARMY.

NN
cg\ﬂs
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25 Fedbruary 1945

SUBJECT: Unit History, June 1944.

TO

Adjutant General, #ashington, D. C.
(Thru:

C®, IIX Corps, APO 303, U. S. Army)e.

l. In compliance with paragraph 2, AR 345-=105, the following
report 1s submitted for 746th Tank Battalion, for June 1944:

-

24l )
HR/

S
huhahhr

)ED TO
N Ko

D
[.6
'Y AUTHORITY op 126

NGRA
L P

i

)}

Date

Auda 4,

ft,
i

I

- (3)

Original Unit,
(1) Designation - 746th Tank Battalion.
(2) Date of Organization - 20 August 1942.

Place of Organization - Camp Rucker, Alabama,

Authority for Organization - GO, Hq Armored Force,
Fort Knox, Kye.

(4)

Sources from which personnel was obtained =
Officers from 760 and 70th Tank Bns and 0CS. ™
from 70th Tk Bn and\feception Stations.

o T - {
13
/

(5)

Changes in Organization.

11 June =~ 13 Juns
14 June = 30 Ju

Company Attachments. ' sWL
Co. %, 6 June - 1l June; 82 A/B Dive. -

oS
Coe 4, 7 June -~ 8 June, 101 A/B Div., | 2 ‘ ,
Co. A, 13 June - 18 June, 82 A/B Div.
Co. A, 18 June = 27 June, 79th Inf, Div.
Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted.
(1) At bdeginning of periocd., Off 3B #0 3 ™M 718
(2) At end of period. ~~ Off 45 #0_3 W _781
'(3) Net increase during mo, Off 7 #0 O ™M 63

T §Z/
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Annex I

4. Statiomns:
6 June
7 June

11 June
16 June
18 June
19 June
20 June
21 June
23 June
28 June
29 June

Marches.

[
[ ]

Campaigns

5

to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to

7 June - Vic, L'Audouville.
June = Vie,
June - Vic,

11
16
18
19
20
2l
23
28
29
30

June - Vig,
June, =-vVic,
June = Vie,
June - Vie,
June = Vie,
June - Viec,
June - Vie,
June - Vie,

St Martin.
Ste Mere Eglise.

Orglandes.

Ste Colombe. ‘
8t Jacques de Nehou. !
Quettetot, ;
Bois de Norest. ‘
Teutherville la Hague.
Flottemanville Hague.
Ste Croix Hague.

See Battle Report.

Normandy.

Commanding Officer in important engagements.

Lt. Col. Clarence G, Hupfer.

Battles.

= &

]

See Battle Report.

Loss in action, officers and men. See Anmex No. 4

J. TFormer and present members who have distinghished

in action.

NAME

Hedges, Loveaire A.
Payne, Houston
Tanner, Clyde E.
Plagge, Harold
McNeely, Harold W.
Jones, Charles 3.
Tann, J. Richard
Brown, Jack
McMurtre, Lee
Pinkston, Delbert R.

RANK COMPARY !L.&%%EHDED

Capte. Silver Star !
2nd Lt. Hq Silver Star
2nd Lt. A Silver Star
2na Ly, c Silver Star
S/sgt. A Silver Star

t. A Silver Star
T/5 'y Silver Star
c?l, Hq Bronze Star
™5 Hq. Bronze Star
. Pyte Hq Bronze Star

k. Photographs of personnel 1mportant scenes or events,

None

For the Commanding Officer:

AN

- Vehicle Logses, June, 1944

T/

LOVEAIRE A. ES,
¥ajor, Caval
Unit Historian3

J2
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" Incls, Cont'd. - :
Annex II = Personnel Losses, June 1944
Annex III - Roster, 746th Tank Battalion l
Overlay, embarking point. :
Overlay, actions in Cherbourg, France
Overlay, 746th Tk Bn operations Cherbourg Peninsula : 1
Map, Operations, Company A4 ~
Map, Operations, Company B i
Map, Operations 746th Tk Bn, less Companies A and B.

/3
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HEADJJARTERS 746TH TANK BATTALION
APO 230 U. 8. ANNY,

UNIT HISTORY

JUNE 1944

The month of June 1944 divides itself for discussion purposes
into three phases of opsration.

FPhase I June 1 thru June §
Phase II ° June 6 thru June 10
Phase III ~ June 1l thru June XN

PHASE 1.

' This phase is concernsd with the Battalion departure froms
Lupton Park, Devonshire England, and its embarkation on landing orart
on Juns 1, 1944 and the subsequent five days afloat in the iavesion

coNnvoYa

The close of May 1944 found the Battalion ready for actiom
following the extensive vehiocular and equipment preparations. MNorale
was high and little apprehension was evident when the Battaliom moved

from its station to emdarks.

The embarkation points were lmown as Dartmouth East "Hards®
at 311739 and the Dartmouth West "Hards™ across the River Dart mear
the Royal Naval College at 307738 (Torquay Sheet 145, England and
Wales, Ordnance Survey of Great Britain, G8GS 3007).

All LCT oraft were loaded at Dartmouth East. These craft
carried the initial assault waves of the Battalioa amd oon.iltod

or.

Battalion Forward CP
Battalion Ca0s
Executive Offiocer
8-3 Section (caupleto;
8-3 Section (Complete
8-1 Section (The 8~1 amd one olerk)
Battalion Communiscation Section (Complete)
Tank Section

Line Companies A,B and ¢ eash less: .
Administrative, mess and supply sections and part
of maintenanece section,

Battalion Maintenanee Flatoon (!hrt)
1 Retreiver 7/85
l11l/4 ton
B!ttllibﬂ.llilt.lll.‘ Officer

Servioe Cempany (Part) g e

zétz 1/3 tom trucks of fusl and lubricant sectien

talion tion Ofriger. ;
ﬁ 72

i
|
|
|
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Headquarters Compeny (Part)
Assault Gun Platoon

. The Dartmouth #est loadings were into LST's. Company D and
the Reconnaissance and Mortar Platoons and ammunition section of
Service Company and the forward Medical Detachment loaded here from
inland cemps at 129759. ‘

411 loadings were completed without incident in accordance
with prior practices perfected in Exercises "Tiger™ and "Beaver".

The remaining troops from the line companies and Service and
Headquarters Companies were pooled and called the "Battalion Residue"
which embarked at Bornemouth, England on the 16th and landed on Utah
Beach on the 17th.

The loadings being completed by mid afternoon of the 1lst, the
crafts sovec usntha River Dart and laid at anchor through the night
of 3nd “une. the morning of 3 June the craft left Dartmouth
harbor and entered the channel to join the invasion fleet deing
formed. The entire Battalion was loaded on British LCT's with the
exception of lst platoon Company A which was loaded on an Ameriocan
LCTe The British LCT is capadle of ocarrying 10 medium tenks, con=-
sequently more room was avallable to the Battalion from its loading
of no more than 6 mediums plus an average of two smaller vehiclaes,

%¢ the corafrt,

Relations with the British orews were harmonious and although
the entire voyage in the chamnel was not free from discomfort because
of the heavy seas, issued blankets and 10 and 1 rations were plenti-
ful and served to makes the trip at lsast partially comfortable. There
were few cases of seasickness due to a strict compliance with orders
concerning the use of seasickness pills, The convoy maneuvered thru
the 3rd, 4th and 5th of Jume, encountering moderate to heavy seas
whioch abated only when we drew into the shelter of the transport area.
LCT 8Skippers expressed some apprehension as to the height of the waves
at the deach, dbut the seas moderated considerably during the night
of the S5th and by lending time on 6 June they were amall enough to
effect successful beachings, ' :

PHASE II.

The seas were still fairly heavy in the dark early morning
hour ef 6 Yune when LCP's, previously in tow of LCT's, pulled along
side to take aboard comdat enginesr troops who departed for the for-
mation of imitial waves. Dawn found most of the “tankers™ up and
about the business of stowing gear and meking last inspections eof
vehioular waterproofing and personal equipment, Great numbers of
Allied craft were all about and the opening salvos from naval vesselds
were heard from- our positions in the transport area. ’

AtV approximately 0900 the Battalion was formed and we began
the move into the deach., The original H-Hour had been set at 0400

.| 45
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hours and we were due to hit the beach at H plus 300 or. at 0900
‘hours. The schedule was off but not too seriously and we realized
that the effort on the beach was not discouraging because our wave
had not been called up for an emergency beaching.

The run in took a bit over two hours., As we drew nearer we

became increasingly aware of the great battle taking place on the V
Corps beach to the SE. Our own beach, Utah, appeared ever more active
as we drew closer. One half hour before grounding, tank and vehlcular
engines were turned over, shackles removed and personnel readied to
mount vehicles. As we drew to 1000 yards of the beach, we could see
the lst platoon of Company A in action along the beach against con-

crete fortifications. The tank gun fire from this platoon was bdbeing
augmented by naval fire from vessels just off shore.

At 1140 hours the LCT's grounded in 3 1/2 feet of water at
the bow. The tanks landed on hard sand and started toward assembly
position, the village of La Madeline 443972, known as area L. Lighter
vehicles, such as 1/4 ten truck, which were towed off by the tanks,
bogged and drowned out chiefly que to breakage of the tow ropes.

The business of reaching the assembly area was somewhat 4iffi-
cult due to several factors principal of which was the beaching of
the crafts almost 2000 yards S, of the intended landing; secondly
mine fields were numercus and thirdly, the beach exits were congested
and movement dangerously slow, At that time shell fire from the
enemy was falling moderately in the dbeach area., Some Army and Navy
equipment was lost and some personnel casualties suffered. Small
arms fire was heard throughout the beach area and at that time Allied
and enemy aircraft were active overhead.

The tank column was held up just off the beach by mine fields
in progess of being cleared. Col, Fainter of the 6th Armored Group
and Major Lynn M. Yeatts, Battalion Executive Officer and Captain
L. A, Hedges, CO of Company A, dismounted and proceeded ahead on foot
to find a way thru the mine fields and to locate area L, exact position
of which was then unknown because of the faulty beaching. Reconn- .
alssance brought the group to a RF at 446958 and they proceeded to a
cross road at 445963, the main road there was identified as “Uncle §",
just S of Area L. Thus oriented the party returned to the tank col=
umn which was moved to the assembly point to await further orders.

In area L, intake and exhaust stacks werejetisoned from the

vehicles and water proofing broken where required, otherwise the
vehicles were combat ready.

. '  Shortly after entering the area Company C under Captain James
A. Crawford moved out with guides to join the 82nd A/B Division, making
ocontact approximately 2500 yards SE of Ste Mere Eglise. '

" Liaison with ‘the 4th Infantry Division CP was established
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and permission requested che beach into secondary assembly
positions. At 1800 Lt. Col, Hupfer moved the Battalion, less 1lat
platoon Company A and Company C out of area L across the inundated
areas ¥, of the beach to bivouas at 4099684, remaining there during

thé night of D=Day.

Along the route over the inundated area to the bivouac there
was considerable congestion 4ue to knocked out vehicles bloecking the
nerrovw exit roads, At ons point the entire Battalion as well as many
elements behind it were stopred by a dbogged half track in the center
of the road., Major Yeatts on going forward found the personnel of
the vehicle waiting for wreckers which could not have possibly gotten
to it. Enemy fire was increasing in intensity and it was imperative
that the Battelion clear the inundated area, - The half track was push-
ed off the road into the bog and had already half disappeared from
view before the column was well under way.

In the bivouac area that night, all the lessons learned in .
hard training were put to use,

At five o'clock 7 June the Battalion less the seme attachmens
moved to & new bivouao area at St Martin 384973 closing in the areas
at 0700. This bimouac area was used by the Battalion as a base ef
operations thru 11 June. Operations from this point were thoss cen~
" duoted during the seoond phase and will be discussed under separate
company or Battalion slement sudb headings.

lst Platoen Cempany A.

The lst platoon Cempany A under 2nd Lt, Clyde E. Tanner, with
Staff Sgt. Harold J. McNeeley as platoon sergeat, was detached frow
the ocompany and Battalion feor the D-Day landing, and attached for
eperations to the 3rd Battalion, 23nd Infantry, 4th Infantry Division.

Landing at H plus 145, the platoon after some initial dirfisult-

138 in bdogging on the deach, moved up road "Sugar 9" and engaged in
cleaning out house strong points at 428983, The platoon returned te
the beash and procesded Rorthrsard on its original mission ef olearing
the beasch areas with elements ef the 22md Infantry up te Quineville
at 370078. This operatien was not suécessful te such am extent in
that strong coastal defenses were encountered in the vieinity eof lLes
Dunes d¢ Varreville at 427995 and te the N, Thersof. The tank gun fire
. on ocenorete implacements was enlI sucoessful if placed in the emdra-~

sures, Assistance in the reduction of these boxes was odbtained from
naval vessels lying off shore. It was this action which sudbsequently
the Battalion observed in progress as it prepared to land at H plus
300, During this operation oné tank was lest to mines amd an AT bit .
in the final 4rive. The platoon bivouaced for the night on the beach

at 434990,

On the -ornins'or_V Juns the plateen moved out '1th,1nr¢ntry
and prooceeded NW along the beach and the seawall in an effert te re-
duoce the streng peint at Hel de Cruttes at 419013 and at 408034, Very
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strong concrete emplacements housing 12 inoch naval guns were en-
countered at these points., The combined fire of the tanks and of
naval vessels lying off shore was unsuccessful in reduscing them,
Three of the tanks, including Lt., Tanner, retraced their steps teo
"Sugar 9" and proceeded ¥. thereon with the mission of coming in om
the strong point rear, This move was not completed because the three
tanks bogged on "Sugar 9. Lt. Tapner returned to the two tanks en-
gaging the strong point and withdrew them to extricate the three
bogged vehicles, no other means being available. This was accomplish-
ed at the close of day and the platoon again bivouaced on the beach

on the night of 7 June.

On the morning of 8 June the platoon now four tanks, proceed-
ed #. on "Sugar 9" and Ny on the main road to Ravenville, turning
to the E. they moved to within 600 yards of the strong point and en~
gaged the boxes from the rear. Direct hits into the emdbrasures were
successful in causing evacuation of the strong point, Only 3 tanks
engaged in this operation, one having dropped on way from "Sugar 9"
due to broken track suffered from an AT hit the day before, At
approximately 1000 the platoon of three tanks moved to the vicinity
of Azeville 355020 to support infantry in that sector, At the close
of the day, with the 4th tenk again in the column, the platoon with~
drew to bivouac vicinity Cibrantot establishing a one section road
block at 370011 and another section road bloock at 381004.

On ® June the platoon less Sgt. MoNeeley in tank 14 returned
to company oontrol at St, Martin. 8gt. MoNeeley was attached te the
70th Tank Battalion and fought with them until 11 June when he re=--
turned to the company at St. Martin.

Company A less lst ggagoon.

Conmanding Officer - Capt. Loveaire A. Hedges
let plat, leader 2nd Lt, Clyde E, Tamper
2nd plat, leader 2nd Lt, Hugh J, B, Jones
3rd plat. leader lst Lt, W. W¥. Woods

NMaintenance Ofre, 1st Lt. Henry D. Walding

& At 0900 on 7 June the company moved out of bivouas at_3t.
Martin with a mission of supporting the 10lst A/B Division. It was
to make initial contact with the Division CP at Culeville 285919 fer
orders. Because ef lack of information concerning bridges, the
company intended to make this contact by moving SW out ef St Marie
du Mont 414937 for 1000 yards towards Vierville, turning g:‘nlqng a
seoondary road to RT at 403924, thence S¥ te Culoville. entering
the seocondary road, the cemmand tank with the 3nd plateon in the
rear, encountered a tank ambush ef tautly strung wires with sus-.
pected axplosive charges on either end. The column backed out and
a decision made to go thru Vierville to the contsst point. On
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reaching a point 700 yards from the town, the command tank recelved
three HE hits from & 738 AT gun which destroyed the co-axial MG,
put the tank cannon out of commission and partially broke the right
track. Return fire was delivered only from the bow MG which was
functioning., Deep ditches on either side of the road prevented
deployment of the vehicles in the rear and the dlsabled tunk with-
drew around a bend eof the road out of range, The column being
. caught between the tank ambush and the AT defenses, decision was
made to reash the contact point by moving ¥. out of St Marie 4u Nont,
thence SW to contact. Iin St Marie du Mont the command tank was ex-
changed for tank 17 and the column moved out and contacted the 10lat
A/B Division at Culoville without further ineident.

A plan was developed whereby the company would move to Vier-
ville to attack 8SW therefrom astride the main road, 1 platoen with
each régiment of the Division. On reaching Vierville, the elements
ef the 10)lst were found pinned down in the strsets and ditches, The
enemy was engaged in the villege. One enemy AT gun and 106 enemy
paratroopers were taksn after an actiom of ) 1/2 hours., The company
had thsoo tanks in the action, Captain Hedges, Sgt. Rainey and Sgt.
Cox. Y the 3 it lost one to bazooka fire, Ffc Wilson being killed
and Sgt. Cox SWA, MNMeanwhile elements of the 2rd platoon had proceed-
ed SW and had made contact with the 10lst elements on the W. of the
read and the 2amd platoen had gone ahead to meke contact with the
elements en the E, of the read, After the action in Vierville the
cemmand tank moved te Angoville au Plain 392895 te join the 2nd platoen
and teo develep plans fer an assault at 1600 against high ground held
. by the enemy aleng the line 387887 - 390880, These positions were
taken at dusk and at 3300 the platoon returmed to angoville wherce it
remained fer the night, 3rd platoen en the #. of the road had taken
limited ebjectives in vicinity 376894 and had returned prier te dark
ness to pesitiens N, of Culeville at 400925. :

At 0600 on 8 June the cemmand sectien and 2nd platoon departed
Angeville an Plain and returned te Battalion bivouas at St Martin
piocking up the 3rd plateon on route and closing with other elements
of the Battalien at approximately 0700,

On 9 June the cepmpany less lst plateon, moved with other
elemeonts of the Battalion to assembly positions at La Commune 340017 [
_where 1% remained in 1l2th Infantry Regimental reserve during the '
actions te the N, areund NMentebourg. From this position the company
oconmander made reconnaissance of routes to high ground cemmanding the
8te Nere Eglise - Nontebourg road in antiocipatation of enemy armored
attack frem the W. The company returned te bivouac at St Martin
at 2300 and was there joined by the lst plateoon. The cempany again
meved in Division Resorve to bases nsar La Commune on the loth June.
It remained in bivouac at St Martin during 11 June.

Battalien Eggggug;tegs

At 1400 on 7 7une a Battalion task force left the bivouac at
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St Xartin and moved 7 to Ste Mere Eglise with a mission of finding and
destroying German direct fire artillery which wes pinnind down alr-
borne elements in that city. .

The task force consisted of the tank section of Battalion Head-
quarters, the assault gun platoon (then medium tanks), Battalion Head-
quarters and Company B. The advance guard consisted of the assault
gun platoon and one tank from the tank section. Lt. Houston Payne
commanded the point and Major Lynn M. Yeatts commanded the advance
party, riding the one tank section tank. Main body was Company B,
followed by Battalion CP half track and two remaining tanks from the
tank section. Near the outskirts of Ste Mere Eglise to the N¥ a meet-
ing engagement took place between the point and a column of enemy armor
and entrucked infantry. Lt. Payne in the lead tank took up the fire
knocking out two Mark I¥ tanks and a towed 4T gun before his own tank
was hit and he injured. Pulling off to the side of the street, Lt.
Payne ordered the other tanks up to resume the fire. Fire was resumed
until a stuck round forced the tanks to move aside. The advance guard
commander, Major Yeatts, moved his tank forward and resumed the fire.
1st platoon of Company B, under Lt. Hurley took up the fire fight while
Major Yeatts moved to communicate with the Battalion Commander, Lt. Col.
C. G, Hupfer, who with him reconnoitered routes to the E and N in an
effort to flank the enemy column. After finding this route, which was
under direct observed heavy artillery fire during the entire reconn-
aissance, the two platoons of Company B under Captain Pay, the company
commander, were moved out with instructions to flank and destroy the
enemy column, then retreating in the direction of Neuville au Plain
341987. 1lst Lt, Robert Hamilton, S-2, after viewing the situation,
returned to 4th Div, Hq. to report the attack of enemy armor on Ste
Mere Fglise, MNaj. General Barton and Brigadier General Roosevelt .
immediately issued orders changing the disposition of forces about the
town. Lt. Hamilton then returned to the scene.

The flanking platoon in their movement reached Neuville au
Plain, seized the town, liberating 19 Americun paratroopers from the
82nd A/B Div., taking 60 prisoners. In redioing back as to instruct-
ions as to disposition of the prisoners, Lt. Rainer, platoon leader
inquired as to possibility of bringing back a quantity of what he called
"fine saddle horses™ which he was loath to leave in their present sit-
uation., Being refused permission, the horses were turned loose, prison-
ers taken aboard the tanks and the column returned to bivouac at St.
Martin after the town had been tank over by friendly infantry. The task
force closed in bivouac at 2300.

Company B. !
Commanding Officer - Captain Asher K. Pay
lst plat. leader =~ 1lst Ly, Irving N. Hurley
2nd plat. leader =~ 2nd Lt, Frank Kogut
3rd plat, leader =~ lst Lt, Joe H, Rainer, Jr.
Maintenance Officer~ lst Lt, Marvin M. Weeks

Company B remained inactive during the 8th June. On 9 June
the company moved with other elements of the Battalion to assembly at
La Commune preparatory to engagement with the 12th Infantry Regiment
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in attaoks toward Joganville and Montebourg. Elements of the 12th
Infantry were pinned down to the E, of Joganville and could not ad-
vence because of heavy MG and morter fire from the ground N. of the
oreek and body of water at 330037. Battalion Executive Officer, Major
Lynn ¥, Yeatts, made & foot reconnaissance to the enemy line and de-
veloped a plan whereby the 3rd platoon Company B would move 2long ths
Joganville-dontebourg road to flank the snemy positions from the #.
Remaining at the Battalion CP with a 509 radio, maior Yeatts, direct-
ed the suocessful action of the Ard platoon under Lt. Rainer, The
enemy positions being out flanked and heavy fire placed on thsm by
the 3rd platoo1l, the infentry was adble to cross the ocreek and advance
beyond Joganville toward Montebourg. last and 2nd platoons under Lt.
Hurley supported elements of the 12th Infantry immediately on the W,
of the Yoganville-Nontebourg road, reaching positions apnroximately
1000 yardqs SE of Montebourg,

The left flank, to the #. of the roed, extended to the 8. in
such a manner as to Eermit éneny enfilade fire from the left on the
infantry positions. *he Iinfantry was immobilized by this fire and
the entire effort of the regiment thus frustrated.

_ In an effort to overceme this, Lt. Col. Hupfar, Battalion

Commanding Officer, made a’ 200t reconnalssance into the left flank
lines to determine the possibility of usi ng tanks to neutralige or
destroy the fire.

Lt. Col. Hupfer, on gaining the ground, observed a gatewey
through the very high hedgerow which would admit tanks to the snemy
area. Returping to the rear he briefed the lst and 2nd platoons of
Company B, *“ts. Hurley and Kogut brought them forwerd.

The 2nd platoon occupied covering pesitions along the road
while Lt. Hurley passed behind our infantry lines parallel to the
hedgerow until the platoon gained the gateway. At the gateway and
in the area bdeyond, the tanks met and overcome heavy small arms and
automatic weapons fire, and itself brought enfilade fire on the snemy
causing heavy casualties and definitely breaking the enemy resistance
at that point, This allowed the left flank of the line to move for-
ward and subsequently the entire regiment moved shead.

The infentry paused at 1800 to resorganize. DLefore the attack
ocould be resumed, an enemy counterattack from the W. was engaged and
contained. The original plans then proceeded with lst, 2nd and 3rd
platoons again supporting the 12th Infantry in pushing toward its
objective high ground to the N and NE of Montebourg. These objectives
were not reached as of the close of the day 9 June when the company -
returned to bivouasc at St Martin., On 10 June at daybreek Compeany B
departed bivouaec for assembly position at a caatle 324037 preparatory
to suppert of the 12th Infantry in attacks to NE ef Montebourg, At
the close of the day the ocompany had supported the infantry to pe-
sition 600 yards N# of Ste Flexel along the road at 324062, At 1925

ho J
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company C.

Capt. James A, Crawforad

2nd Lt. Joe K, mercer

2nd Plat. leader 2nd Lt. Harold D. Plagge
3rd Plat, leader 2nd Lt. James R, Shields
Maintenance Officer~ lst Lt. Lawrence 8. Deptula

Commanding Offiesr
- 1st Plat, leader

At 1730 arter dewaterproofing their vehicles in the assembly
area L, Company C moved out behind a reconnalssance platoon from the
82nd A/B Division thru St Karie d4u Mont to cross roads SE of Ste Msere

Fglise at 363932.

with the reconnalssance eolements leading the company moved NW
along the road to Ste Mere Fglise but was forced to hastily deploy
before reaching the creek at 354943, because of heavy AT fires nsoming
from the high ground across the cresk and just 3 and 8SE of the town.
Lt. Mercer and 1st platoon deployed to the left of the road engaging
AT guns on the enemles right flank, In this action three tanks were
lost and Lt. Kerocer mortally wounded. 3rd platoon under Lt. Plagge
deployed to the right of the road and approachsd the creek in an
erfort to flank the enemy positions fram his left. The platoon was un~
able to oross the creek and one tank bogged, 3gt. S&nith, the tank
commander, remained in this position for 4 days together with his orew
and a S/Sgt. from the 82 A/B Division. During this time and after the
action has passed them by, they engaged in fire fights with dypassed
enemy elements, killing a total of 20 and taking 132 prisoners,

Lt. Shields of the 2nd platoon deployed along a narrow front
immediately adjacent to the main road and engaged the guns from those
positions. 8/8gt. Buza moved his tank forward succeeding in crossing
the creek and reaching the high ground. Although other tanks could
not follow to suppert him, Sgt. Buza succeeded in knocking out 4 AT
guns, several vehicles and inflicting heavy casualties on enemy troops.
He radioed Capt, Crawford for instructions, stating that he could
proceed to Ste lzere Eglise, because he was unable to secure support
from other tanks, due to the fire directed agalnst them, Capt Crawford

ordered Sgt. Buza to return to the platoon,

The company fought  the remainder of the day in vain attempts

to flank and secure the enemy held high ground. On the night of 6
June the companybivouaced with elements of the 82nd in vicinity ef the

cross roads.

On 7 June at dawn the company again deployed over the same
ground and by noon_had succeesded in taking the high ground to the 8, of
Ste Mere Fgllise. In the afternoon the company returned to the oross
road bivouac and proceeded from there to Chef du Font and moved NE te~
ward Ste Mere Eglise, going into an essembly pesition at 338955, From
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this point late in the day Lt. Shields and one platoon moved into and
through Ste Mere Eglise en a mission to the N and ¥ thereof to assist
in cleaning out enemy held strong points. Captain Crawford with one
platoon moved # of the assembly position toward the RR in an effort
to locate direct fire AT weapens which were pinning down friendly
infantry in and around Ste Mere Eglise, and prepattory to an attack of
the 8th. By night fall on the 7th the cempany was in assembly po-

. sition, less Lt, Shields!' platoon which bivouaced approximately 1000
yards N of Ste Mere Eglise just off the road to Montebourga.

On 8 June Lt. Shislds with his platoon continued his mission
N of Ste Mere Eglise and assisted in the clean up of strong points.
Balance ef the company deployed en either side of the road leading ¥
out of Ste ¥ere Eglise and attacked with the infantry to the high ‘
ground at the RR, Toward the close of day, the company shelled enemy
positions across the Mederet River for approximately 30 minutes and
withdrew to assembly position at 327958, Lt. Shields and his platoon
Jjoining them there at the clese of day,

At dawn on 9 June company depleyed on either side of the
read along the RR and fired preparatory fires into enemy positions
W of the Mederet. Under cover of a smoke screen laid by the tanks,
the infantry crossed the Mederet into the enemy strong points, Tanks
following them to engage in mop up operations. wWhile taking & group
of priseners at 307958, Capt, Crawford while leaning out of his
turret motioning them forward, wes shot thru the head. Just prior
to this, Lt. FPlagge in an effort to cross the river found that hias
way was blocked by enemy tenks knockesd out in the initial crossinge
Under heavy mmnall arms fire, he dismounted from his vehicle, moved
oneny mines from ths surface of the road, pulled the knocked out
enemy tanks eoff the road by cables from his own., DBalance of the
company then proceeded cross the river to assist in esteblishing the
bridge head. Fighting in the bridge head was very heavy and tanks
were dispatched in seoctions and even singly toward La Motely and im-
freville 2995, then consideradly behind the enemies lines with a
missien eof destroying any enemy vehicle and personnel encountered.
On this mission, two tanks were lost and Lt. Plagge was seriously
wounded by shots thru the head and face., The tank orew thinking him
dead moved the tank back toward the assembly position., It was en-
oountered enroute by Lt. Deptula, MO, who on examining Lt. Plagge,
found his still alive. Lt, Deptula evacuated him and sent him to a
"first alid station dut his wounds proved fatal, dying in the bhospital,

Other tanks were disypatched behind the enemy lines thru
Flasux toward Gueuteville with harassing and destructive missions
against the enemy. By dark on the night of 9 June the combat
efficiency of the cempany was approximately 33 Nearly all MG's
were burnt out and many of the tanks guns were ineffective,

Gasolime supplies for the company became critical on 8 June,
Lt. Deptula made & run te Utah beach in an effort to secure 1000
gallons, The dumps were located but no supplies of gas were avail=
able, In his search for available supplies, he sscured the help eof
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of opne full colonel and three brigadier generals and was finally
able to secure 1000 gallons from a "duck"™ company who were engaged
in unloading supplies, kKaintenance of the company during this
period as well as supply was exceedingly aifficult and gasoline and
nmmunit%on dumps were invaribly esteblished within three to four
hundred yards of the front,

On 10 June the company remained in essembly poeaitions near
the RR without activity and on 11 June the campany was relieved of
attachment te the 82nd A/B Division and reverted teo Battalion control
at St ¥Martin in the afternoon.

gempany 2-

Coermanding Officer - lst Lt., Bugene M, McDonough
lst Plat, leader lstLt, Herbert F. Stackhouse
2nd Plat, leader 2nd Lt, Elvis E, Jones

ard Flat. leader 3nd Lt. Charles G, Beatty

Disembarking from an LST at 0300 hours on 7 June, Company
D proceedsd to 4th Infantry Division CP and bivouaced in the early
morninf, vicinity of 408948. The oompany oclosed in bivouac with the
Battalion prier to noon 7 June., It remained without activity until
9 ‘une when it moved under Capt. Eugene McDonough with ether elements
of the Battalion to assembly at La Commune, During the action of
3rd platoon Compangeg at Joganville, the 3rd platoon, Company D,
under Lt. Charles tty, moved NE out of Joganville ocn a reconn=-
aissance toward RJ at 335042, Lt. Beatty in the lead tank saw two
heavy AT guns of the enemy and opened fire with his MM, The fire
was returned and an AP shell passed thru the drivers hatch and out
the rear of the tank, killing one man and burning one man and dburn-
ing Lt. Beatty about the face. Lt, Beatty and the 2 remaining men
evacuated the tank which was burning. The remainder of the plateon
withdrew mopping up onen{‘greund treops in the vicinity. The plateon
returned to assembly at Cemmune, ,

The lst platoon was attached to the 70th Tank Battalion and
attacked toward Ozeville 3405 but was held up by AT guns and artill=-
ery and withdrew to igeville. Platoon was further attached to 2nd
Battalien 22nd4 Infantry Regiment at Joganville., On 10 June the lst
plateon remained attached te 70th Tank Battalion in the 22nd Infantry
Regiment zone of action. :

Sorvice Company.

Cemmanding Officer -~ Captain Raymond E, Carlsen
Naintenance Officer~ Captain Wm. P, Kennedy
Transpertation Off - 2ad Lt, James T. Hill

Oe NMaint, Officer = 3nd Lt. adrian ¥. Buekingham

The Service Cempeny was split inte three parts fer the
landing. On D-Day at H plus 300 the fuel amd lubricamt section ef

7,2 1/2 ten trucks under Ls. Hill and a pertien of the maintenance SY
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plateon censisting of 1 retriever T/5 and one 1/4 ten under Captain
Kennedy landed on Utah Beach from an LCT. Censiderable dirficulsy
was experienced in beaching the heavily loaded trucks and the Bat-
talien lost its first man to enemy fire whexd T/5 Doncet, Williard M,
#as S¥A, Capt. Kennedy cared fer the wounded man and succeeded in
getting him to a medical aid station en the beach. The Battalien was
thereafter unable te r£ind any trace of the man in medical channels
and has no knowledge of his subsequent conditien er dispositien,

This portien of the company moved to area L with the Bat-
talion and subsequently te its initial night bivouac. Capt. Kennedy
and his maintenance orews prier te movement te areas, assisted in
the evacuation of drowned out vehiocles in the beach area,

At 0200 on 7 June the mecond section of the Service Cempany
landed with the 1light tank company and proceeded to initial sssembly
areas and bivouaced with the Battalion. This seotien ef the company
consisted of 6 cargo trucks ef ammunitien under Lt. Buokinghem, ¢
bhalf tracks of the mortar platoon under Lt. Foley, and 4 1/4 tons ef
the Reconnaissance Plateon under Lt. Gage, the secend T/8 £etriovor
from the maintenance platoon, one medical half track with “t, Steun
and orew and the iskistant S-4, Mr. Becker,

The mortar platoon'half tracks were badly drowned out in the
landing and remained just eff the beach fer 2 days under repair prier
to joining the Battalion at S¢ Kartin. '

No ether elements eof the Service Company were landed during
this phase,

FHASE I1I.

At 0001 on 11 June the Battalion had bsen relesased from
a:t:chnent to 4th Infantry Division and attached te the 90th Infantry
Division.

On the morning of 12 June the Battalion moved to new biveuac
area 4, of Ste Mere Eglise at 327958, The heavy lesses suffered by
Company C in their actions with the 82nd A/B Division around Ste
Mere Eglise, lent coensiderabls spice to the propesed movement inte
that area. Furthermore, the Battalion, having had its main baptism
‘ef fire with the 4th Infantry Division andhaving werked out plans for
the coordinetion between the two arms, was a bit skeptical as te
eperation with the 90th, FKlements of the 90th had previeusly divouac-
ed near the Battalien at St Martin and they were recognized as deing
green troeps by the manner in which they conducted themselves during
the hours of darkmess in their local security areas. At that time
our Battalion had been in action approximately 4 days and was itself
green, but the troops liked te censider thomselves as veterans,

S0 en the 13th when Cempanies A and B meved inte attack
positions with the 359th and 357th Regiments respsctively, they looked
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for enocourgaging indications as to the combat ability of the troops.
Likewise when the lst and 2rd platoons of Company D were attached
to the 358th Regiment they too were somewhat apprehensive,

The 3rd platoon of Company C, the 2nd platoon of Company
B and D remaiped in the Battalion bivouac in reserve, Company C re-
mained uvnder ‘attalion control for reorganization,

The operations were not too successful due to difficult and

restricted terrain. The infantry suffered heavy ocasualties from
mortars and artillery as well as from lack of battle experience.

Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters Company,

Battalion Headquarters.

Battallon Cammanaer = Lt. Col, Clarencs G. Hupfer

Executive Offic er - Major Lynn M. Yeatts

8-3 - Capte. Richard H. Langsten

S=~2 = Capt. Rebert A. Hamilton

8-4 - Capt Ha Scott (landed on 17 June)

S~1 - Lt. Charles N. Lants

Asst. S=4 - WOJG Olaf Becker

Headquarters Companye.

Commanding Ufficer © = Capte Thomas J, Hoshall (landed
17 June) .

Assault Gun Flatoon ldr. - Lt. Houston Payne

Mortar Plat, ldra. - Lt. Rebert M, Foley

As indicated on attached maps the bivouac and assembly pe-
sitions maintained by the Battalion throughout the phase were mainly
in the center of operations for ocenvenience of liaison.

Lt, Col. Hupfer and Major Yeatts operated ferward from these
positions to the oompanies engaged, mainteining a close adylisory and
supervisory contact which served the companies well., The “attalion
was not committed as a whole or as a unit during the phase, each
company bheing attached to an infantry regiment or similer unit fer

operations,

The assault gun pbatoon and the mortar platoon of Headquarters
Company remained with the Pattalion Forward CP during the phase, there
being no epportunity to satisfactorily empley them.

company A,

Jeaving the 90th Ferward CP at approximately 0600 en the
12th, company commender end platoon leaders, Lt. Tanner and Jones,
moved forward aid centacted 359th Regiment CP in an orchard at 296945
in time to attend a briefing of the regimental commanders, PFellowing
this, foot reconnaissance wes maie to the line of departure amd

coordinated plans agreed upon as to employment ef the tanks., L3 was

LYA
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a trail running from 294953 to the W to a large lake at 283047. The
approach for the vehicles to this LD was a narrow sunken road running
from 206948 N¥ to the LD, Plan of attack was two Battalions abreast,
one tank platoon supporting each Battalion, Lt. Tanner on the left.
Directions of attack was § and N¥. Upon completion of reconnalssance
the platoon leaders returned to bivouac and brought forward tbeir
platoons arriving in time for the jump off. Due to boggy ground and
- rough terrain, the 1lst platoon had some difficulty in finding an exit
from the LD. 2nd platoon proceeded. Coordination in the effort was
very poor due to heavy ooncentrations of mortar and artillery filre
which pinned down the infantry., Both platoons infllcted heavy cas=-
ualties on the enemy by thelr MG fires and were able to advance
approximately 1700 yards before the close of day, but much time was
lost when the confusion existing in the infantry Battalions caused
them to lome direction and fight for approximately 6 hours in the wrong
direction, being about 90 degrees off the line of attack,

The development of the new lieison plan was tried for the
first time during the Battalions attachment to the 90th. During this
sotion the command tanks of company commanders of both A and B
ocompeunies were kept in the vicinity of regimental CP's for personal
liaison with the regimental commander and for radlo liaison with the
tank pletoon. Quarter ton truck was also maintained at the regiment
CP und frequent trips during tLe Aay were mede forward to coptant the
platoons. This method of operation for the campany commanders later
was developed to a higher and more successful degree, it having heen
found during previous actions that the ocompany c ammenders could not
control their platoons satisfactory from their command tanks, the
terrsin being such &s to prohibit visual contact with all the elements
in aeotion, thersfore thc use of 1l/4 ton for the company commanders ba-
came a necessity and was used exrtensively thereafter, except in in-
d4ividual actions whers control of the unit could be accomplished by
command from the tenk, At the close of day the Battalion was released
from attachment to the 90th ‘nfantry Division and the company returned
to bivouwac #, of Ste Mere Eglise.

On 13 June, Company A was attached to the 82 4A/B Divisien and
preliminary contact was made with the Division CP, SP Picouville at
2394932, Plans were completed for tne employment of tanks in the
Divisions attack thru the 90th Infantry Division on the 14th, at a
. Divisien officers call on the evening of the 13th detalled attack orders
were issued end questions as to communication with the tanks arose.
The Division signal officer recommended the use of radio. The tank
company cammander suggested the use of wire to augment radio in view
of the experience the tanks had already had with enemy jamming. This
suggestion was adopted and further details effected., During the day
tank platoon leaders were brought forward for reconnaissance of the
assembly pesition and reconnaissence of forward positiors to the LD.

The Battalion Exeecutive Officer, ¥ajor Yeatts, in ocompany
with the tank oompany commanhder, made a foot reconnaissance into
Etienville which et that time had been partially cleared by the 90th
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Infantry. This town, one of the largest d40ll manufacturing centers

in France, was found to be in nearly ocomplete ruins as a result of
heavy alr and artillery shelling, Many snemy vehicles were evidsnt

in the town, most of them burmed or badly shot up. merlican and enemy
dead were numerous in the streets and in ditches along the road. The
town was remarkable for the stench, £ilth and the many animals and men
killed es a result of direct morter fire. The party veturned to 83nd
A/B Division CP end later that night the company commander returned

to thc Battalion bivouas, no liaison being maintained durivg the night..

, On 14 June the company commeander was at Division CP at 0500
having made arrangements for MO, Lt. #alding, to bring the company
into assembly positions at 0700 in a field 4 of Ficouville at 284934,
Company remained in Division reserve during tho morning awaiting an
~oppertunity for employment.

: . At the Division CP Major General Ridgway was anxious to
cross the tanks over the stream running N ef Etienville at any peint
between there and Renouf 265950, the Renouf-Etienville road and E
thereof to the stream was bdeing very heavily defended by the Germans
“using quantities of mortars and automatic weapons, Lt. Tanner with
one sergeant made a foot reconnajssance into the front lines and re-
ached several points within 200 yards of the stream but found the
ground impassable for tanks, it being 4eep» with mud and swamp. This
fact was reported to Gensral Ridgway but after appreximately an hour
he expressed some doudbt as t0o the plausibility of the reconnalssance
and directed a further reconnaissance by his division engineer. The
cempany commander effected liaison between the divisien engineer and
Lt. Bugh Jones who madoe a further feot reconnaissance to the stream.
The results ef this recennaissance were identiocal with that made by Lt.
Tanner and it was se reperted to the 0¥,

By 1400 the Renouf-Etienville recad had been sleared witheut
the use of tanks dbut 325th Glider Regiment immediately W of Etienville
and 8 of the Etienville~St Sauveur le Viocémte highway was being held
up by direct fire weapons and mortarsa. Lt., Weeds was erdered ferward
to the center ef Etienville with his plateen to pick up a guide from
the glider regiment and to effect a unien with ether treeps of a .
special task ferce being formed te assist in reduction ef the strong
peint holding up the glider regiment, Lt, Woeds precesdsd te the spet
but could rind no guide and having no erders as to intended disposition
eof his force, remained in position fer appreximately 45 minutes. At
the end eof that tiwme he went ferward leoking for instrustions. He made
contact with a Lt, Col. from the glider regiment who informed him that
oppertunity to use the tanks was pnet then present and instructed him
to wait in positien, He remained in positien fer 3 heurs and was then
withdrawn to a new assemdly pesition a little to the ¥ ef the campany
assembly where he remained until darkness and then returned to cempany
assendly, The incident caused some misunderstanding in the Division CP
and the tank cempany commander was instructed to make an investigatien,
Faots of tho case were reperted te the G-3 and ths incident oclesed.

N .. 5K
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After the clearing of the Etienville-Renouf road elements
of the 82nd were held up by very strong resistance to the W thereof
on the right flank of the 325th Glider Regiment., 1lst platoon under

Lt. Tanner at approximately 1330 moved thru Etienville N along the
road to Renouf making contact with the 507th Regliment commander at

266944, The platoon then engaged in attacks with the infantry te
the ¥ and succeeded in moving approximately 800 yards to cut the
next S, N. road, 2nd4 platoon remained in company assembly throughout

the day.

Radio communication being peor at that time the ocompany
communder, Captain Hedges, went forward to Etienville in the 1/4 ton
truck with corporal liaison and communication sergeant. Mortars
were still ralling on Rtienville and the road leading ¥ from it. The
1/4 ton peep was left at one corner of the town square giving the
men some cover, Company commanier went forward along the Etienvilla-
8t Sauveur road on foot and was met jumt on the outskirts of the town
by a party of three men also moving to the #. The leader of this
party proved to be Brigadier General Gavin, Division Executive Officer,
who inquired the business that the company commander was on, Company ’
_ commander joined the general's party and proceeded to cross roads

at 261938, At this point the general's party procesded to the # and
the company commander on seeing his tank column alo the road to the
N left the party and proceeded to the lst platoon. e platoon was
in position along the road to repel enemy armored attack from the
N and #. Having communicated with the platoon and now being hand-
icapped by lack of transportetion, the company commander returned on
foot to Etienville to pick up the 1/4 ton. Befors he could reach
the city he was overtaken by the platoon which had been relieved,
Riding intothe city with the tank plateon, company commander recovered
his 1/4 ton and went forward to again contact General Gavin as to
sending the platoon to its asscmbly positions. Contact with the
general was made 'in a sunken road running from 259939 to 259941, The
time was approximately 2000, The general asked for the tanks to coms
forward again to assist in an attack which had just jumped off, The
general plan wus for the tank platoon to croess ths dridge at 353943,
proceed N along the d4irt road to paved road at 253953 and then make
a swing W and S thru La Bonneville, return to the main highway.
Compapy commander objected to this plan on the ground that the patrol
was not ocoordinated with the infantry and being behind the enemy
lines would subject the tanks to increased hazards, An alternate
plan was suggested and adopted in whioh the platoen was to cross the
bridge, prooceed N along the dirt roed and strike ¥ across country in
support of infantry from a péint 252947, Cempany ocemmender returned
to the aasembdly pesition, picked up the lst platoon, engines of :
whioch were still warm, and brought them aleng the maid road to with-
in 500 yards of the bdbridge and there eriented them on the missien,
The platoen proceoded and appreaching the bridge was met by AT fire
from 2 AT guns of 47F¥M Cal. These were taken under fire and destroy-
ed and tho platoons prooeeded up the secondary airt road, meeting
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heavy oppositicn at lts LD which according to infantry reports was

in our hands., %o friendly infantry was seen, however the platoon en=-
gaged a strong voint at 252948. Large numbers of automatioc weapons
and mortars were destroyed, several vehicles set on fire and gas and
ammunition dumps razed. Our own infantry front line positions being
% of the position and the tanks ha¥ing no instructions for further
advancea, returned to company assemdbly at dark,

On 15 June the 3rd platoon under Lt. soods, supported attacks
of the 325th Glider Regiment on the W of the Etienville-S8St Sauveur
Le Vicomte highway. Resistance in this sector was heavy, particularly
from the town of Crossville where many autometic weapons and direct
fire AT guns were located, 1st platoon supported the 507th Regiment
on the Division right flank, the 2nd platoon supported the 505th
Regiment in the Division center just B of the FEtienville-St Sauveur
road. Herd fighting tolk place in all sectors but good progress was
made and by 2400 all elements had driven the ensmy W of the oreek be-
tween Crosville and Rauville. Lte. Jones with the 505th ocontinued te
right to approximately 0130 on the 16th, a series of night attacks
being launched in order to clear that particular sector.

The companys rear CP, consisting of its maintenance section,
witbh supply dumps, was moved from vicinity Plcouville to an orchard
at 266939 and slightly # of Etienville..

On the morning of ths 18th the tank company was permitted to
rest of the men and to perform some maintenance. The attack toward
8t Sauveur was proceeding well end it was not anticipatated the tanks
would be needed before the crossing which was expected at approximately
1600.. Before the morning was out however, the lst and 3rd platoons :
were into the fight, the 3rd supporting the 325th before Rauville and
the last supporting the 507th N of the highway. 2nd platoen remained
in compeny assembly. By 1400 elements of the Division had reached
the epproaches to the river and the lst platoon was placed in position
at 199948 to cover the crossing of the infantry. J3rd platoon was held
in readiness in an orchard at 204955. 2nd plateon with the company
rear CP moved to an orchard at 208954.

At 1600 the Divisbn commenced its movement into the oity and
was met with considerable small erms and mortar fire, PFarticularly
coming from the monestary at 196943. Compeny cemmander was akked te
place direct fire against the structure in an effort to reduce 1it,
From a range of 400 yards lst plateon shelled the monestary, Fire
was generally ineffective however because of 1ts heavy structure.

The infantry sucoceeded in clearing about two thirds ef the
city, but tanks could not cross the river until suitable dridges had
been constructed. However, the advanced company CP moved across 1in
1/4 ton truck to establish liaison with the edvanced Division CP in
the town post office, The city was still under artillery shelling
from the heights to the W and the Balley Bridge under oconstruction as
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well as the town itself were bombed by P47's with iInvasion markings,
Company commander made reconnalssance along the three main roads
leading out of the city in order to locate sultable areas for platoon
assembly positions, one platoon wich gach regiment, The bridge helng
completed by dusk at 2230 the tank company was brought acrosc the river
and proceeded to its assembly positions in various parts of the town.
Before occupying the positions the platoons moved about the town

during the darkness until about 0230 on the 17th, principally for the
morale effect on the enemy still holding portions of the city.

On the morning of the 17th, reconnalassance was made by
compvany commander and Lt, Jones to determine firing positions which to
place direct fire on the citys RR station where a strong force of the
enemy w&s holding out, Sulitable firing positions beilng unavailable,
it was decided to send one platoon on a wide sweep to the N and § of
the city, coming in on the RR station from the rear. arrangements
were made for an infantry nlatoon to accompany the tanks as a point.
The infantry platoon was picked up at 183954. The vroceeded iV and S
thereof alcong the road to 176946, then to the main highway directly
S. Just prior to resaching this point infantry working up the S side
of the highway out of the city, had knocked out & German AT gun, SEMM.
The platoon with its infantry point proceeded E along the highway
to the city then swung in behind the RR station. 7The tank platoon
from the # and the advancing infantry from the E ip the city forced
a capitulation of the strong point. The vlatoon in 1t8 circuit picked
up 25 bioycles, one prisoncr and 3 horses, Upon returning to the city
the company engaged in minor ssectional platoon patrols to clean out
bypassed snipers and strong points. Company bivouaced in the city
on the night of 17th.

On 18 June company was inactive and performed much needed
maintenance, At approximately 1100 the company was informed that it
was to be part of a task force with the 325th Glider Regiment in an
operation on the 19th to take a bhridgehead across the Douve River S
of Etienville. Company commander made contact with the regimentel
commander and perfected plans for the attack. Before this could be
developed however, the company was relieved from attachment to the
82nd and 1200 on tho 18th attached to the 79th Infantry Division,
This information was not avallable to the company ccnmander until
0200 on the 19th at which time 1n company with Captain Kloosterman,
‘Battalion Communications Officer, he made contact with the 79th
Regiment CP vicinity Golleville 208998.

At 0300 on June 19 the company cormander having gone ahead
te effect liesimson with the 79th Division, Lt. Woods, assembled the
oompany and moved 1t to an initlel contact point at cross road NE
Golleville 2100, From this position the company was taken to an
initial assembly position im vicinity of regimental CP and at dawn
moved off with the regiment as a mobile regimental reserve,
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Resistance was extremely light throughout the day and the
‘company moved thru a series ef assembly positions to an orchard at
196047. Route taken was N of Gelleville to crossroad at 214009, thence
N# to crossroad 193024, thence N and NE thru Eesnil to RJ at 301042,
thence ¥ and N te final assembly. Prier to this time there had been
no nped fer tank employment, but as the regiment approached the high
ground between Negreville 186083 and Valegnes 2408 resistance stiffensd
censiderably and the infantry was engaged between the Negreville-
VYalegnes road at the heights 4 ef Valegnes runnimng from Labrique at
307088 SW te 188079,

Cempany remained in assembly pesitiema until approximately
1600, the company commander being forward with the regimentel Executive
offiocer and ome battalion as it teek # nose of the ridge at Labrigue.
Fe oppertunity fer tank employment had developed until appreximately
1700 when Lt. Tanner moved his platoea from assembly positien te assist
the infantry in mopping up strong peints on the regiment right flank
in the vicinity ef 209059. Cempany Cemmander breught the 3nd plateen
ferward to assembly pesitionms at 193071, a4t that peint an urgent oall
was regeived te assist infantry being pinned down appreximately 500
yards 3% of Labrique. The 2nd plateon was given the missien eof tying
in with the support Battalien 1n an erchard at 307078 and proceeding
from there te assistance with the assault Battalien., Ceerdinatiem
betwesn the twe arms was very difficult and the front was very confused
between the twe arms,. The tanks were taken E along the Negreville-~
Valegnes road te the village at 211068 where they turned N te make
ocentaot, Cempany cemmander meanwhile precesded 8 of that peint te
secure the assistance eof Lt. Tanner amrd his platoon dut was eaught in
enemy NG oress fire at 313067, TFerced te abandon the 1/4 ten, company
ocommander and driver teek shelter behind a stons wall until seme mediocal
aid persennel whe were liksewise pinned dewn. BY radio to the 2md
yplatoon and order was given to bdbring one section amd to dack out of
the road it had entered and to oclean out the village from whiesh this
time AT fire and mortears was coming, It was later determined that
this point had held up the support ﬁattalion which was found to de 8
of that point. 8gt. Beard and Neeley backed out on the road and en-
gaged the enemy in the strong point, pressure thus relieved, the
company commander ocontacted the lst platoon and dbrought it to the sceme,
By thet tims Sgt Beard's tank had been knocksd out due to 9 direct AT
hits, Sgt Beard himself being seriously wounded. 3gt McNeecley's ve-~
hiele was Adisabled end with the crew from 8gt. Beard's tank returned to
attaok position with the company commander who piocked up the command
tank and with the remaining tanks of the 2nd platoon proceeded to the
initial contact point. Khowinﬁ that the support Battalion was far
to the 8 and that the assault Battalion on the right flank had by this
times bdeen driven back with heavy casualties, the tank force proceeded
across & very high stone bridge at 307078 and moved N up the slope
toward Labrique. 8gt. Hardy being the point, engaged amall enemy
tanks and AT guns at Labrique 307088, Knowing the left end of thé road
to de in friendly hands the compeany cosmander from his position in
solumn radioced one sesction of tanks to proceed ¥ from Ladbrigue to oon-

taot friendly infantry and bring them forward. The balance, 4 in
&2



http:re.el.ed

number, held the high ground at Labrique until arrival of infantry
approximately one hour later, At 2100 the tanks went into bivouac
in vicinity of the crossroads, At 2300 the company reassembled at
its bdbivouac position at 197047.

At 0700 the following morning the company assembled at Labrique
and discussed plans_with the regimental commander for the move forward
toward Cherbdourg. The company ocommander in conjunction with Division
Engineer made reconnaissance forward to the stream and bdridge at 204~
094 and found the dbridge dblowm by the enemy. Two sites for crossings
were selected and enginesr troops oommenced preparing the banks while
other slements swept tralls acroes fields on the N side of the stream.
Foot elements moved ahead, the tanks forced to wait at Labrique until
the crossings had been campleted, This was acocomplished at approximately
1030 when the company forded the strecam and gained the main road leading
out of Labrique. The infantr>y had moved on joining the main Valognes-
Cherbourg road at St Joseph 204110 and there bveing no resistance at
this time, took the main highway toward Cherbourg, The tanks in follow=~
ing reached the stream at 194117 on the main road. The culvert had '
been blown and a large crater blown in the road. The column halted
here and pioneer work was commenced on filling the orater. The oompany
conmander with the corporal liaison during this time went forwerd to
"the Regimental CP group to inform the regimental commander of the sit-
uvation, On the way forward 6 more large road creters were d4iscovered
on the wain highway however all were passable by the tanks except the
1st one, Company commander remained with the regiment CP group amd
moved to 167164 where the entire column was brought under fire by comM
laying directly down the road. The entire forward group lay in the
ditches for approximatsely one and one half hours from ocontinuous shell-
ing of the road. MNeanwhile the tank column having cleared the odstacles,
reached positions and deployed juet 8 of Delasse at 175146. Regimental
CcO, Exgoutive Officer and tank company commander went ferward on foot
reoonnalssance to determine location of gum or guns anticipitating the
use of direect rire from the tanks against them. The party was not
successful in locating the guns when the forwerd slements of the
regiment withdrew 8 of the RJ at 167161 and deployed on eitle r side
of the main highway preparatory to the formation of attack plans. Only
slight gains were nade during the balanss of the day and the day
closed without employment of the tanks., The tank company maintenance
and supply seotion moved into bivouac with service elements of the
_regiment at 188123, The tanks withdrew to this location for the

night bivcuaca.

On the following day 32 battalions of the regiment attacked

abreast on the W of the main Lighway with 1 battalion in supporte 1
platoon of tanks supported esch battalion, lst and 32nd platoons deing
with the assault battalion. In order to gain surprise, tanks were
ordered to move forward to the LD from thelr bivouac positions during
the air bombardment which proceeded the assault. On reaching the LD
the tunks were forced to move in column, lst, 3nd platoen, compamy
command tank and Jrd platoon from the croasroad at 158145 to the oross-
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road at 157155, where deployment of the platoon took place, 1st platoon
moving to the right to effect contact with the battalion, 2nd platoon
proceeding along the road followed by the command tank and the 3rd
platoon to open ground at 1516 where deployment to the right was to
take place. Very heavy mortar concentrations fell on the tank column
during this maneuver. Sgt. Hardy in 22 being SWA as a result. On
reaching the open ground, the tanks’ deployed but were taken under

fire with AT weapons from earth covered bunkers situated just N, of

an AT ditch, running from 147162 to 158168. Ome tank in the 2nd platoon
was hit and immediately burned. While meaneuvering the company command-
ers tank was hit and in pulling down below a slight rise of ground

lost a track. Maneuverability gone, the tank remained in position
covering the fortifications while the 3rd and support platoon moved up
and deployed on its left flank. Company commander then abandoned the
tank and maneuvered the 3rd platoon into firing positions on foot.
Ammunition from the disabled_command tenk was transferred under heavy
mortar fire to Sgt. Charles Jones' tank which had expended its basie

load..

REsistance from the fortifications ceased and some 40 prison-
ers were taken from the pillboxes. Unable to negotiate the AT ditch,
the tanks remained in covering positions until dark when they withdrew
to their bivouac locations. n the meanwhile the infantry had gone a-
head and in order to effect liaison to secure instructions, Capt.
Hedges, with Sgt. Gezon moved forward across the ditch and joined the
Regimental Executive Officer of the assault battalion at 154173, BRe-
turning at dusk, they met the regimental commander S of the AT ditch
and in the vicinity of the burned out tank. Regimental commander asked
for directions to the forward elements and was informed that he could
reach them by following the telephone wire forward. It be complete-
ly dark by that time, decision was made for the regimental CP group
to remain S of the AT ditch until morning. Tank column moved out to
bivouac and division engineer troops commenced work on filling the AT
ditch for a crossing in the morning.

At dawn the following morning tank company less ohe platoon
returned to the AT ditch and made contact with regimental CP to find
that during the evening the enemy had reoccupied all pillboxes taken
the previous day and the regimental CP group was now cut off from the
palance of the regiment. Flans were made to retake the positions and
affect liaisén of the two groups. The company commander while bdriefing
1is officers as to the mission, was approached by the regiment command-
er and the CG of the division with inquiries as to reasons for delay
in moving out. A few words were exchanged, the gist of which was that
officers and men therein had to be briefed as to the project or they
could not satisfactorily accomplish the mission, The tanks moved out
supporting very small forces of infantry in the CP group and retook
the positions in about 1 hour, crossing the AT ditoch at the prepared
crossing and proceeding to a union with the other elements of the
regiment. Regimental commander, Col. Wood, commended highly the work
of Sgt. Charles Jones, being the first tank across the 4itch and blowing



open the rear doors of the fortification. Regimental commander was
critical of the éther tanks which in his opinion did not effect the
ocrossing soon enough.

Forward elements of the infantry had succeeded in clearing
the crossroad at 158183 but were held up beyond that by heavy re=
sistance from artillery, mortars and automatic weapons., Direct fire
AT guns in steel shod coucrete emplacements also hampered the advance,
During the afternocon and evening the tanks rewmained in mobile reserve
1mmed1ato%y behind the foremost infantry positions in an orchard at
155178, he company commander with the regiment commander remalned
most of the afternoon and evening in the battalion positions along
the line at 159183,

On the following morning following air vpreparction, two
platoons supported the infantry attack toward the heights above
Cherbourg on the E side of the Valognes-Cherbourg highway. Several
atrong points were taken in succession. Repid advanne was made by
midarternoon the tank platoons were in position at 158218 overlooking
the c¢ity of Cherbourg. Decision was made not to enter the city that
day. 4t night the tanks were bivounaced at 154213,

The following day, maintecnance on the vehicles waa performed
and entry into the city postponed until the following morning. PFlans
were perfected and reconnaissance into the suburbs made that dey. Un
the following morning the company moved off the blurrs with the in-
fantry and reached positions against the RR cutting across the SE
portion of the city. Route of advance was from RJ at 169309 N§ to
road center 185215 thence NE and N to RJ 167223, thenne N¥ to R 183~
226, thence SW to crossroads 157223, Lt. Tanner in the 18t platoon
could not go beyond this point due to direet AT fire from the vicinity
of the RR and from shelling from Fort Derouel at 147221, The <nd
platoon was placed by the company commander in a field at 164224 for -
the purposse of placing dirsct HE fire on Port Deroule in an effort
to relisve the pressure on the 1lst platoon and on the infantry ocecupying
positions ageinst the RR. <The 3rd platoon had becn left on the bluffs
above as a reserve force with 1 battalion of infantry. By close of
day the infantry had not reached the RR line nor the tanks advanced
and at dark they bivouasced in the suburbs at 167218,

At dawn the following day, maintenance coudd not de per=-
formed, the attadk was resumed, the lst and 2nd platoons moving for-
ward from the fartherst positicns secured by the lst platoon the day
before along the road across the RR and into the main street of the
oity at orossroad 154221. <2nd platoon was halted just SE ef RR and
plaoced in reserve at 157228, Ragimental Executive Ofricer ordersd
the tanks to g0 W on the main thoroughfare but the oompany cormander
objected to this bdecause of falling street car power lines. The lst
Platoon with the ecompany commander moved one short block N and then
with a company of infantry moved ¥ on the secondary street to 1492332.
A great deal of firing from both tank guns and rifles went on during
this approach. The platoon then turned N amnd then arrived at cross
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streets at 149223, One section of tanks under platoon sergeant Nc¢
Neeley moved down this street to the & and fired HE and MG tbru the
lebby doors of the Hotel atlantic. This fire with the help of the in-
fantry later produced some 300 prisoners. In the meanwhile the 1lst
section moved N from the cross street toward the dock area, Both
company command and platoon leader directing the tank fire, knocking
out pillboxes, destroying enemy gun positions until the section re-
ached a road end at 150235 where further progress was blocked by &

RR, high fence and a very narrow street, Beyond this to the N. on the
beach area at a distance of 300 yards and less were large concrete
bunkers housing coast defense guns, incapable however, of being ro-
tated for riring to the S. Lt. Tanner was directed to blow up small
rail road carts on the RR with HE in order to bring fire to bear on
the conorete hunkers, Fields of fire were cleared but the AP shots
glanced off the bunkers after considerable firing.

In an effort to bring flanking fire to bear on the positions,
the company commander moved S to the cross street and dispatched the
2nd section of the 3rd platoon to the ¥ and N around the Hotel atlantic
to the street end.

Meanwhile the 2nd platoon under Lt. Jones had engeged in
cleaning out strong points 8 of the of the main artery thru the city
and by mid afternoon the JIrd tlatoon on the bluffs above was alerted
for movement into the city, @and the lst platoon was sent back to the
bluffs to resupply with ammunition and gas. During the exchange
period, S7MM AT guns were azheeled into the tank positions and brought
to bear on the fortifications, The 3rd platoon errived on the scene
at approximately 1400 and was placed in position to bring fire on the
coastal defenses. From approximately 1430 to 1630 heavy artillery
fire from the Port Deroule fell on the tank positions. At that time
the concertcd fires from the tanks and AT guns forced a surrender
of the coastal positions, Just prior to dark the 2nd and 3rd platoons
and the command section went into bivouac as of the previous night.

The following day was spent in mopping up operations. Company
was relieved of attachment from the 79th Infantry Division on 37 june
reverting to Battalion control at Teutherville Hague where maintenance
and vehicles and resting of personnel was undertaken, On 28 June
the lst platoon of Compeny A joined one platoon of Company B and C
under Company B control and moved into Cape de la Hague to mop up the
remaining enemy treoops and installations. The attack carried along
the Beaumont Hague-~Joburg highway into Joburg. This composite force
remained active in the cape until the night of June 30 July 1 when
all oppesition ceased. ‘

, Meanwhile the dalance of the company undergoing lst echelon
maintensnce and personnel care, moved from Teutherville Hague to
viocinity Flatmonville Hague staying there the night of the 29th, On
30 June the dalance of company moved to vicinity of St Creix Hague
at 0323 remaining there througheut the peried. .




Company B,

At 0800 on 11 June Capt. Pay went to the regimental CP of
the 357th Infantry of the 90th Infantry Division to which Company B
was attached to got the tactieal situation and how the regimental
commander wanted to use the armor. The regimental CP seemed to have
a defeatist attitude as they had been having rough going. Tgey were
undecided as to what te d¢ with the tanks, Capt. Pay suggested a
tactical employment of them but it 4id not suit the infantry. The
company of tanks was called to the vicinity of the CP and they went
under cover in an orchard at 299963. Major Yeatts, Battalion Executive
Officer, came to the regimental CP with the platoon leaders and their
auggestions also were net ascepted by infantry officers. The advance
of the infantry front lines was held up all throughout the day by
enemy mortar fire., General Collins, VII Corps CG, called at the CP
and urged immediate actien by the doughs. Late in the aftermoon the
infantry dedded te jump eff with 3rd platoon, Lt. Rainer's in support.
The attack jumped off at 1600 and the tanks mopped up several MG nests
and killed many infantrymen., The friendly infantry failed to stey
with the tanks and 4id not advance. 4s the day began to get dark,
the tanks pulled back by order of Capt. Fay and the company moved back
-te the Battalion CP in vicinity of Ste NMere Eglise.

At 0700 on 13 June Company B moved inte the orchard in the
vicinity ef 357th Infantry CP and prepered to jump eff with infentry
at 1200, It was decided that Lt., Hurley with the lst platoon should
support the attack. The initial objective was to move the line ¥ of
the Etienville-Goubersville road. The enemy ocoupied a strong point
at 275965 consisting of mortars and numerous MG's. The attack was
delayed and 4id not jump off until 1400 hours. The tank platoon
succeeded in reaching the highway but their infantry support was very
weak, #hile the attack was going on the Asst, c§rya Commander stopped
and vi;ited with Capt. Pay near regimental CP, e inquired as to whut
Capt. fay thought was causing the doughs fajlure to move. He praised
the tanks present tactical advance,

' Lt. Hurley with his platoon advanced across the highway onto
the objective and took his tank into a farm yard which was the heart
of the enemy strong point. He inflicted heavy damege on enemy personnel
and rired HE into the farm house. At this time Capt. Pay erdered Lt,
- Kogut's 2nd platoon forward to assist the lst platoon in encountering
this strong point. There were only 2 tanks in the 2nd platoon beoceuss
2 had been knocked out in engagements earlier in the week and Sgt.
Childress had accidentally shot himself a few hours earlier, At
approximately 1700 hours an enemy bazooka hit the right rear of the
turret of Lt., Hurley's tank, killing him instantly and injured three
members of his crew. This action brought an intense bomdardment ef
88MM and heavy mortar fire from the enemy, separating infantry from
the tanks and disorganizing the attack. During this time the Battalion
€0, Lt. Col. Hupfer, who had bsen listening to proceedings on the radilo,
advised and caused the use of considerable artillery of counterbattery
nature in viocinity of Goubersville, é 7
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4t approximately 1800 ILt, Col. Hupfer, Col., Fainter, along with
Asst, Division CG and Lt. Rainer visited the front lines and together
mede a reccnnalssance and a plan to further the attack. During this
time the tanks had pulled back behind the Etienville and Goubersville
road where the infantry was attempting to reorganize after the effects
of the enemy shelling, The plan resulting from the reconnaissuncce
of the officers was to have the tinks flank from both sides the snemy
strong point and support the infantrv bty fire. 8/8gt. Pste Lain was
now in command of the lst platoon having joined the other two, re-
erossc( the highwey desplte difficult terrain, completing their mission.
All three platoons then withdrew as planned, the infantry holding
the highway., Captain Pay then tcok his company back to their original

Assembly aree near Ste Mere Fglise,

On 13 June the company remained in bivouac area throughout
the entire day and was not committed. The lst nlatoon wes reorganized
after the loss of Lt, Hurley the day bafore. 1lst and 2nd schelon of
maintenance was performed on all the tanks as they had not hed an
opportunity to do such since before D=Day as the urit had been copmitt-

ed each day prior to this time.

On 14 June, as the day before the company was not committed,
but the maintenance of the tanke continued. The two platoons leaders
along with Captain Pay made & reconnaissance late in the afternoon
of probable areas that the tanks might be used during the coming days
activities., By this time after two days of non-committment the tank
crews were re2sted and eager for further action,

On 15 June the company was attached to the 9th Infantry Division
and worked ip direct support with them in their attack. Captain Pay
working directly with Maj. General Eddie at the Division forward CP.
The general moved thie CP with his front line troops at all times.
Company B with 2 platoons, 2nd and 3rd in assault and 1st in olose
support, supported attacks of the Division through the lines of the
90th Division in a N# direction toward Orglandes., Difficult terrain
hampered the speed of attack as well ad aid quantities of enemy
automatic weapons. A threatened armor arrack by the esuemy did not
materialize. The attack was successful however as they moved approx-
imately 1000 yards and took the objective which was the high ground
overlooking the town of Orgldndes, It wes during this attack that
e German infantryman managed to get close enough to Lt. Kogut's tank
to toss potato masher type hand grenades at the opening in the turret
of the tank., KXogut was for several minutes kept busy datting these
grenades with his hands in order to keep them out of the turret,
Finally Sgt. Garcia's tank who was supporting Lt, Kogut's tank by
fire, relieved his platoon leader of his busy task by doing away with
the bothersome fat Kraut, After the infantry had firml established
the ground, Captain Pay called hls tenks bask and they returned te

their bivouac area near Ste Mere Eglise.
At 0800 on 18 June the 3rd platoon with left flank protection
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by 1lst platoon Company D, supported the infantry attack toward
Orglandes, This platoon moved forward about 400 yards to positions
about 800 yards S of Orglandes shelling the town from 1400 to 16800
hours. The main target being a steeple that the enemy was thought

to havs observation from. They then withdrew, resupplied with
ammunition, to coordinate attack with lst Battalion, 39th Infantry

in taking the town, Capt. Langston, Battalion S-3, acted as liaison
between the infantry and the tanks to help coordinate the attack.
Junping off at 1900 the platoon being led by Lt. Rainer, entered the
town ahead of the infantry. The platoon lost one tank during this
attack, by running over a land mine, The platoon held the town until
entrance of two infantry companies, During ihis operation Lt. Logut's
2nd platogn was detached from the company and supported elements of
the 60th <nfantry from the vieinity of Reigneville 235969 N¥ to Ste
Colombe 201986. During this action an entire enemy platoon was over=-
run and killed, It was evident from position of the bodies that the
officer in the rear was forcing the enemy troops to right. The
officert's aun was still in his hand while many ¢f the troops ahead

of him were later found to be without arms, The platoon took the
town but was unable to hold it due to lack of infantry and so withe-
drew to positions 1000 yards SE thereof and shelled it while infantry
reinforcements took over the ground. +then nightfall came the 1lst and
3rd platoons dropped back only a few hundred yards and spcent the
night theve. The 2nd platoon 4id not return but stayed with the
elsments of the 60th Infantry who were pushing towaurd the # Coast,

‘ On 17 June the 2nd platoon moved to Blandamour 163980 to
support elements of the 60th Infantry in an advance to La Veldecie
which was taken againat light opposition., Reorgonizing at this
position with the infantry, Lt. Kogut's platoon advanced toward
Barneville Sur-Mer in an eifort to cut the peninsula from =. to 4.
In this operation the tanks were not employed tactically but moved
in road march fashion strdight dom the highway with infantrymeu on the
tanks. Much opposition was_met but no mopping up was done, *‘he mission
was to reach the ocean and cut the peninsula., Lt. Kogut'!s platoon of
tanks were the only tanks in this task force. During the advance tha
Platoon overtook and destroyed four (4) S&MM guns complete with their
movers and two (2) 2(MM AT guns, all of which were retreating. Tank
cannon HE placed in the moving convoy drove the crews away from their
Pleces and permitted their destruction. No attempt was made by the
enemy to place their guns in action., Tha balence of the company moved
back from thelir forward bivouac area near Orglandes to the area they
had been in the past week near Ste Mere Eglise. The lst and 3rd platoons
were inactive other than for this move the remainder of the day.

On 18 June the 1st and 3rd platoons were not committed during
the day. A4t 1800 Captain Pay moved the company less the 2nd platoon
inte the 60th Infantry zone of action at 060080 preparatory to further
advances en the 19th. The 2nd platoon with elements of the 60th Infantry
had succeeded in reaching Barneville and taking 1t, thus effeeting the
severing ef the peninsule, Lt. Kogut's tanks were the first /merican




equipment and men to enter the city. They went in with guns firing.
It was about dark when they rirst entered the city limits., If the
peninsula had been a few miles wider he never would have made it be-
cause all his tanks were about out of gas. Supplies could not ad-
squately keep up with the task foroce because they moved so speedily.

én 19 June the lat and J3rd platoons supported the advance of the
60th Infantry on St Germain La Gaillard and Grosville 047092, With
the 2nd Battalion of the 60th Infantry the 3rd platoon attacked and
oocupied Le Damet 030140. Both of these platoons ran up against
heavy enemy opposition., There were several SP guns and much enemy
artillery came in on them, Two SP guns were postively knocked out by
the 3rd platoon. The 2nd platoon remajined all day in Barnaville
awaiting reinforcements to hold the town. Kogut's men 4id not mird
this detail however, &s each tank crew managed to procure a few bottles
of wine and cognaoc,

On 20 June the 3rd platoon supported elements of the 60 from Le
Damet at 0800 towards 012242 whioh was taken at 1300. The plsatoon
then withdrew to hill at 016313 and after coordinating en attack with
the infantry took Goubersville 030210 at 1900, The 1st platoon re-
mained in resarve all day. 9/8Sgt. Lain is still in command of the
platoon. OUn this day the 2nd platoon returned from its gallant march
to the sea. The men were pretty tired after making the long return
trip from Barneville, but their morale was very high., This platoon
went inte reserve along with the lst platoon. 7This platoon did not
lose a man or a tank all the way across to Barneville or baok.

On 21 June all three of the platoons were committed with the 60th
Infantry in an attempt to take the ground N of Flottemanville-Hague,
Advancenment was made but the going was slow because the enemy was put-
ting every effort possible and from good dug in positions, to stop the
advence of the 9th Division to the outskirts of Cherbourg. It was
during this period in the campaign that Lr. Rainer was evacuated be-
cause of battle fatigue, He was suffering from internal hemmorages of
the brain, 8/Sgt. Bechard then assumed command of the 3rd platoon.

It was on this day that the peep in which 1lst Lt. Marvin L, #eeks,

¥0, was riding hit a land mine snd LY. Weeks received a compound .
fracture of one of his legs, causing his evacuation. .it the time of
the accident he was going forward to evacuate a tank belonging to
another company in the Battalion, The accident happened on the road
N. of Flottemanville-Hague.

On 22 June Lt. Charles Coates joined Compary B as a replacement
officer and Capt. Pay immediately put him in command of the 1lst platoon
who bad heen operating without an officer sinmce L¢, Hurley had been
killed. Also on this day Lt, Jaock Cleary joinad the company and was

ut in ocommand of the platoon which used to be commanded by Lt,
iner. On this day all 3 platoons were committed with the 60th Infentry
R of Flettemanville-Hague, pushing toward Cherbourg. Company B was
new about five miles from Cherbourg. The enemy epposition was increas-
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ing in intensity as numerous concrete pillboxss and dug in permanent
defense positions were encountered. The men were becoming fatigued
because of the necessity of all the platoons to dbe committed at one
time, leaving none in reserve. The battle for Cherbourg is now in its

initial phases,

On the 23 Tune the battle fer Cherbourg still raged with all
three nlatoons committed against the enemy. Many AT guns were en-
counterecd. Company B lost no tanks to the enemy and knocked out 6 pill-
boxes and at least one self=propelled gun. Alsto two German staff
cars were hit. Then enemy threw in on our tanks several barrages of
Nebelwerfers. The battle was still going on the the region N of
Flottemanville-Hugue. The tanks of Cempany B moved up to about four
miles from Cherbourg at which point thc 60th Infantry dug in in order
to establish a defensive situation. It was on this day that Lt. #m.
carter joined the company as a X0 t© replace Lt. ¥eeks who had been in-
Jured a few days previous, Also on this day Lt., Burkhart joined the
company as an extra officer, Capt. Pay decided to use him as a "leg
man" with a maln mission to keep the tank platoons supplied with water ,
rations, emmunition and gasoline,

0n 24 June everything remained more or less stabls, The 80th
Infantry_ to which Company B was still atteched did not attempt to ad-
vance, Lt. Kogut's 2nd platoon was in such a position they ocould drop
75's into the city of Cherbourg. The d4id this from time to time through-
out the day. This was the only activity that took place as far as the
tank platoonBs were concerned. There was a little exoitement however
around the regimental CP where Capt. Pay spent most of his time. At
about 1300 twenty friendly eircraft strafed the CP killing several of
the American soldiers., At that perticular time Capt, Pay was at the
regimental aid station having his foot treated. He had been having
trouble with an infected foot for the past week or so., All the aid men
ac well as all of the persomnnel hit for their fox holes when the attaok
came, Capt. Pay was left stranded in the ovpen with his sore foot in
a bucket of hot water. He survived the atteck unkarmed however.

Op 25 June Company B shifted to support of the 47th Infantry
Regiment and moved to the outskirts of Cherbourg at 100239 encountering
and tuking AT guns and fortified positions enroute., 7The 1st platoon
was working with the lst Battalion, the 2nd platoon worked with the
2nd Battalion and the 3rd platoon worked with the 3rd Battalion. BRech
platoon entered the city from three different stresets which eventuallt
would lead to the heart of the oity. It wes on this day thet Captain
Pay and Capt. Scett then Bettalion 8-4 took & 2 1/2 ton trueck loaded
with ammunition and gasoline into thé city and supplied the three
platoons of tanks while they were actually fighting. While they were
in the process of refueling one of the tanks, a German opened up with
& MG and nearly hit the orews., The EG 4id not fire again because &

" round of 75 was dropped in his position,
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On 26 June ths three platoons moved deeper into the city. They
moved to the center of the clty destroying all resistance to that
point except the arseunal, The city garrison surrendsred at 2245 hours,
Lt. Kofut lost one tank in this operation., An 4T gun firing from &
heavily fortified emplacement knocked it out., News writer Ernie Pyle
saw this action and visited with the members of the crew. 4#e wrote
the incident up in two different articles which were published in
papers carrying his regular column., During the intense street fight-
ing the French civilians were giving out generous portions of wine and
cognac to the soldiers. MNany civilians were killed bacause of this

oarelessness,

By the morning of the 27th all of the city was in our hands
except tBe highly fortified arsenal, At 0600 the thrse platoons of
Company © moved up to shell the arsenal before they would withdraw,
allowing our air support to bomd the fort at 1000 hours, After the
tenks fired but before time for the air bombing the general in oharge
of the German fortifications said that_he would surrsnder the fort
only if we would show our foroes., Se Ly, Kogut's platoon of tanks
moved up to the gates of the arsenal and actuelly stuck the tank guns
into the doors of the fortifications. This wsonvinced the general
that we had force and he surrendered his entire command. Company B
tankers were among the first American soldiers to asctually enter the
fort arfter the white flag was wavzd, At noon there was a victerious
parade through the streets of Cherbourg with tanks of Cempany B par-
tioipatatings At 1500 houra the company withdrew from the city, re-
verting te ttalion control in the vicinity of Teutherville-Hague.
The tankers feelinz very victorious and also some of them feeling the
effects of the Cherbourg wine, brought with them a ocaptured German
cormand ocar and a liberated French tank. These bits of equipment were

later turned into Battalien S-4 section.

On 28 Juno the day was spent in muoh needed maintenance. The
tanks were badly in need of lst end 2nd achelon of malntenance, It was
on this day that the con)eny residue OOnaistinﬁh;r company mess, supply
and company headquarters joinedq the cempany, y had lended on Utah
bacoch several days earlier but had just caught up with the tanks eut=

side of Cherbhourga.

Following the day of maintenance and on the 29th a composite
force consisting of the lst platoon of Company A, commanded by Lt, Tanner,
and the 3rd platoon of Company B, oommanded by Lt. Cleary, hoth under
the direet control of Cept. Pay, moved out in support of the 2nd and
3rd Battalions of the 47th Infantry in attacks from the W of Cherbourg
to Nacquerville 066266. The purpose of this task force was to complately
olean up the remainder of the Cherbourg peninsule, During this operation
Lt. Tanner had one of his tenks disabled because of enemy mines,

On 30 June the 1lst platoon Company A under Capt. Pay's control
advanced wi® the 3rd Battalion 47th Infantry to Gruchy 332286, encounte-
ering pillboxes and mortar positions,, The 3rd platoon Company B ad=
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- vanced to Nacquerville to Greville 014278 encountering pillboxes,

mobile AT guns and minefields. One tank was put out of action from a
direct mortar hity, The turret being damaged by this hit., The 1lst
platoon Company B supported reserve lst infantry battelion but was
not committed to action. Opposition neased on the night of 30 June
and the cape was oleared and completely ours..

Company C.

Following its support of the 82nd 4/B Division during Pnase II,
the company was in need of reorganization and refitting., The critical
period frcm 6 June through 9 June with the 82nd had seriously curtailed
the fighting ability of the company by reason of severe losses in key
platoon leaders, key NCO's and tanks,

During the ensuing 2 weeks from 11 June to 24 June the company
under last Lt, James R. Shields remained in 9th Infantry Division Re=
serve, except for limited missiona, undergoing the rehabilitation
program,

The two remaining platoons of the company alternatzl with platoous
of Company B during the latter part of the two week period in the drive
N toward Cherbourg.

When not committed in these limited assignments, the company
marched with and bivouaced with the Battalion Forward CP and Headquarters

company.

on 24 June, lst Lt. A, S, Hydrick assumed command of Company C
when the remaining two platoons of the company were rellieved from duty
with Company B. The area of fighting at this t ime was in the vicinity
of 311218. The two platoons of Company C were comranded by lst Lt.
Jemes R, Shields and 2nd Lt. Butler.

Upon relief from Company B the rcmnants of Company C were pulled
into an assembly area for & ravid reorganization. On 24 June the
company was attached to 3th Infantry. The tank platoons were to be
attached to the infantry battalions for the assauvlt on the surburban
tom of Octeville and then the assault on Cherbourg. 48 the situation
developed, the tank oompany ecommander in accordance with the regiment-
al commanders orders, kept the tank company intact. On 25 June the
oonsnny moved into an assembly area for the night. During the day of
25 Yune the high road on the edge of the town of Octeville was sub-
Jected to heavy enemy artillery indirect and direct fire from the E,
One tank received a direoct artillery hit in which three members of the
ecrew were instantly killed and the remaining two members of the crew
seriously wounded. No eramy actually engaged during the day, BMorale
of the company was poOra

On the morning of 26 June ome section of tanks of 1st platoon
moved to the malin highway leading into the city of Cherboureg and fired
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on ern=my AT funs and dug in positions, pillboxes etc that were helding
up the sdvance of the infsntry. All enamy installations were destroy-
ed and the rire was placed on the hill into the rort of Cherbourg it-
self. MG end cannon fire wes so heavy from the tanks that approximately
200 enemy soldiers surrendered. 1 AT gun was knocked out and approx-
imately 6 enemy NG's were destroyed, The tanks were then pulled back
into the assembly area, The reduction of this major ohstacle enabled
the infantry to advance and capture their assigned section of the town
of Cherbourg by 1800 that nighta At =2hout 1400 in the afterncon of

28 June one tank platoon was attached to ocne of the infantry Battalions
of the 39th and went into the town of Cherbourg et about 1600, One
other tank platoon (lst) was kept in supporting rosition on mein rocad
from Octeville into Cherbourg, The J3rd platoon remained in reserve.
puring the afternoon of the 26th the 2nd platoon assaulted enamy pill-
boxes in the heart of the town and they placed heavy fire on the CP of
the CG of the enemy gerrison in the tcwn. At abou: 2C30 on the 27th

the commanier of the enemy forces in the town was offered a truce to
see our strength, He looked over our tanks, TD's and infantry units
and then surrendered his garrison forces to the CO, 3rd Battalion, 3@th
Infantry-

41l tank platoons were pulled back into an assembly aree in the
vicinity of 313222. The company CP of the 3rd Battallion was in the
345225, the former headquarters of Admiral Hennecke, former naval
commander in the military port of Cherbhourg.

On the morning of 27 June the compeny was relieved from attach-
ment to 39th and reverted to control of 746th Tank Battalion,

During the Cherbourg operation it is estimated that Company C
inflicted the following casualties on the enamy:

200 prisoners - captured CO German garrison in Cherbourg
4 AT #uns
6 pilldoxes

¥hile awelting relief on 27 June the men of the .company found.
a warehourse used for suprly of the German troops, contaipning clothing,
radios, cigars, alocoholic beverages, etc. '

The company revered to control of Battalion and moved from Cher=
bourg to a Battalion assembly area in the viocinity of 305218. ‘

‘ On the 28th June the company was attached to the 60th Infantry
for the purpose of mopping up enemy resistance in the Cape de le Hague
Peninsulas. Two of the tank platoons were attached to the two assault
infantry battaliona, These two assault battalions werse to attask to
the ocenter sector of the drive up the p?ninsula wit)y units of the 4th
Cavalry Group on the left and the 47th intantry on the right. The 3rd
rlatoon of the company remained ln the company assembly area for maln-

tenance of tanks., At ahout 1300 the platoon leader of the 3rd nlatoon

operating in the left of the maln h;wxpay lost his tank by mine action
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in the vicinity of 299226. He took command of another tenk from which
e tank commander wuas relleved and returned to the company rear srea,
On 29 June the attack jumped off from the viocinity of St Croix Hague
305224 which wes the LD, The 1lst objective was the town of Joburg.
The two assault battalions were employed on each side of the road and
advanced forward to a point 1 mile SE of Beaumont Hague where enemy
resistance stlffened and the advance of our troops was hindered by

a large tank ditch, The day's operation say little enemy resistance.
Several pillboxes and small callbre AT guns were destroyed by our
tarks., Also several MG nests which held up the infantry.

On the morning of 30 June after enginecsrs had filled in the
ditch during the night, the tank company advanced with the 2nd battalion
toward Beaumont Hague., The company was on the road and advencing wih
the 3rd platoon as advance guard. Infantry eifle compenies of the 2nd
Battalion were on each side of the road. Minor skirmishes were engaged
in by the tank advance guard which was about 100 yards ahead of the
forward infantry elements, After firing up a large amount of amall
calibre and large calibre ammunitlon the 3rd platoon began to run
low on ammunition. They also burnt out several MG's which ha 4 to te
replsced in the heat of battle, while the company was advancing for-
. ward slcwly, a call came for one platoon of tanks to be attached to the
3rd Battalion which was advancing on the right. In the meantime the
3rd plutoon of tanke had joined the company in the forward essembly
area during the night. #hen the call for a platoon of tanks ceme
from the ard Battglion the support platoon of the company was ordered
to report to Jrd attaiion CO at 297228 for orders. The reserve platoon
then moved to the supporting position of the compary. The platoon
leader tkhen moved his platoon forward as the platoon leader of the
advance guard called back this his tanks were runving out of ammunition.
The support platoon wes then ordered to pass through the advance guard
or assault platoon and countinue the attack, This was accomplished
with no confusion and the fresh platoon of tanks went into the attack
with such "drive" and vigor that the final objective was taken within
an hour, During this advance forward from the original LD to the
final objective, several enemy tanks were engaged and several enemy
AT guns were engaged., Alsc many infantry were kllled by the heavy
vehicle MG rire which also kept our infantry casualties at a very low

number.

The final objective, Joburg was teken by the 2nd Battalion at
approrimately 1600. At about 1800 the 3rd Battalion on the right
joined the 2nd Battalion at which time the entire tank ocompany was
assembled together. 4n all around. defense was set up in the town of
Joburg for the night. Enemy coastal guns shelled the area intermittent-
ly during the day and night but by morning e friendly force on our left

had destroyed these guns,,

Company D.

On 12 Juns the compeny was attached to the 358th Infantry Regiment
of the 90th Infantry Division. The lst and Ird platoons were committed
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on the left flank of the Division sector in supporting troops toward
Ztienville,

The company moved from the Battalion bivouac at 322957 vicinity
Ste Mere fglise and made contact with the regiment Nw of Picouville,
The platoons advanced to the outskirts of Etienville but were unabdle
to go farther because of intense enemy AT and artillery fire, Toward
the close of day, they returned to bivouac vicinity Ste Mere Eglise
where they remainsd until the 16th.

On 16 June the company protected the left flank of Company B in
the attack and capture of Orglandes,

The opportunity for employment of the light tanks did not present
itself during the rest of the phase and the company marched with the
Battalion Forward CP and remained in 9th Divisli on reserve employed om
road block missions covering critical zones and avenues of approach
in the drive N to clean out the peninsuda,

Service Company.

The elements of Service Company which landed on D=Day aBd on D
plus 1 continued to service the Battalion during the phase, n the
17th June the balanece of Service Company landed which helpcd considerab=-
ly in the efficient hauling of ths Battalions needs.

The fuel and lubricant section, the ammunition section =and part
of the maintenance platoon which were landed initially accomplished
prodigous amounts of work during the Battalions fight in the selizure

of the peninsula,

These elements for the most part maintained dumps with or very
close to the Battalion Forward CP positions all through the cempaign,
shuttling the supplies from the beach head.

Tvacuation by Bettalion Maintenance elements was effective under
" all conditions. The considerable losses which the Battalion sustained
durine the phase were recovered and repalr work within the battalion

echelon carried on effectively in spite of the distances between com-

panias which frequently wes great,

For the Commanding Officer:

%mr ;4- L
LOYEAIRE A. HEDG

Major, Cavalry,
Unit Historian.
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Neroer, Joe M.,
Plegge, Harold N.,
Crawford, James A.,
Hurley, Irving K.,
Rainer, Jre, Joe He,:
Weoeks, Marvin L.,

Fogle, Paul F,,
Farmer, Marvin R.,
Doncet, Willard M,,
Ven Meter, Sidney K.,
Potter, Yayland G.,
0'Malley, Bernard H.,
Maguffee, He Be,
Harmon, Ewell K.,
Oox, Jre., George A.,
md.n. v1ct°r B..
Martin, Arthur E,,
Maine, Roger M.,
Wilson, Arlin ¥,.,

ANNEX II

LOBSES IN ACTION

st Lte
2nd Lt.
Oapt.

lat Lts
2nd Ik,
1lst Lte

nggem_m

Opl
Tec 5
Pfo

Bgte
Pvt

Teo
g
gt
cpl
PLe
Pro

opl
Krasuliok, Michasl (m).gﬁgt

Veale, William R, II,
Prokorym, Chester ¥,.,
Bupp, Dan 0.
Hi1l, Dewey D.,
farmer 'Willien saiile

or ianm ’ -
Oren, Domald E,,
Milam, . Thounas A.,
Bclllﬂ. JOlOph H..
Epps, Jess N.,
Brown, Woodrow ¥W,,
Barnes, lawrence R,,
Thomas, Roscoe (m),
Terrell, Janes F,,
Lawton, Donald A,,
Mitchell, Charles H,.,
Bimmons, James R,,
Campbell, Leroy (MMI),
IOOI‘O. m '..
ull‘s‘!‘. no" H'.
Reese, ¥illiam H.,
Rainey, Kelten G.,
Guest, Vexrdie M., Jr.,
:ﬁlﬁn Joe B.,

® Oscar L.
Melasky, Max Je,

Tec 4
Pvt
Teo 4
Pyt
Teo 5
Pfec
Sgt
Pfe
Pfo
Teo 5
8/8gt
Sgt
Toc 4
Pyt
Pyt
Pvt
opl
Pfe
Pfc
opl
8/8gt
Teo 5
Pyt
Prt
opl

ol e

8o

s -l

SYA
KIA
KIA
SIA
DA

SWA
SWA
SWA
KIA
Swa
KIA
KIA
1WA
SvA
IMA
SVA
NIA
KIlA
INA
1MA
SWA
SWA
KIA
KIA
SYA
SWA
KIA
KIA
SWA
BWA
8WA
INA
INA

+ S¥A

VA
IMA
1NA
8WA
MIA
81A
8YA
1MA
BYA
BVA
BYA

§E
3

’

EEEEE
EEESESEEEEESRELSEERRRRRR RIS RRRRERILIL SEREEE

N

HEE B REEFRECEECEE AR EEEEFEFEEFEEEERFERES

Pt b ot fd e I e 1 (et | e v -~ ~
G&m&mm&usgwoooooooww VOOVDO~] =~ ~~JOAARARAON


http:Berna.r4

II. o Iosses in Astion
e Jun 44 to 30 Jun A4 (Comt'd)

p 4 John R.,
Mills, Sloen K.,
Baird, Narvin (JNI),
’ﬂl‘hr, '1111“ ...

King, Tommis Le,
DeVanlt, Kenneth ¥W,,
Nelsea, Homer (NNI)
NeOuldooh, Rulem J¢,
NeCain, Jeoe O«
Berry, Domald ».,
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7333

- yanced to Nacquerville to Greville 014278 encountering plllbozxes,

mobile AT guns and minefi~lds. One tank was put out of action from a
direct mortar hita. The turret belng damaged by this hit, The 1st
platoon Company B supported reserve lst infaniry battelion but was
not committed to action. Opposition seased on the night of 30 June
and the cape was cleared and completely ours..

Company C.

Following its support of the 82nd A/B Division during Phase II,
the company was in need of reorganization and refitting, The critical
period frcm 6 June through 9 June with the 82nd had seriously ocurtailed
the fighting ability of the company by reason of severe losses in key
platoon leaders, key NCO's and tankss

puring the ensuing 2 weeks from 11 June to 24 June the company
under 1st Lt, James R. Shields remained in 9th Infantry Division Re=-
serve, except for limited missions, undergoing the rehabilitation
Program,.

The two remaining platoons of the company alternatel with platoous
of Company B during the latter part of the two week period in the drive
N toward Cherbourg.

When not committed in these limited assignments, the company
marched with and bivouaced with the Battalion Forward CP and Headquarters

company.

Oon 24 June, 1st Lt. A, S, Hydrick assumed command of Company C
when the remaining two platoons of the company were relieved from duty
with Company B. The area of fighting at this t ime was in the vicinity
of 311218. The two platoons of Company C were commanded by lst Lt,
Jemas R, Shiselds and 2nd Lt, Butler,

Upon relief from Company B the remnants of Company C were pulled
into an assembly area for a revid reorganization. On 24 June the
company was attached to 3th Infantry. The tank platoons were to be
attached to the infantry battaliouns for the asseault on the surburban
town of Octeville and then the assault on Cherbourg. 4s the situation
developed, the tank oompany commander in accordance with the regiment-
al commanders orders, kept the tank company intact. On 25 Juns the
oansgny moved into an assemdbly area for the night. During the day of
35 Yune the high road on the edge of the town of Octeville was sub-
Jected to heavy enemy artillery indirect and direct fire from the E,
Ope tank received a direct artillery hit in which three members of the
orew were instantly killed and the remaining two memhers of the crew
sariously wounded. No eromy actually engaged during the day, Morale
of the company was POOTa

On the morning of 26 June ome section of tanks of lat platoon
moved to the main highway leading into the city of Cherbourg and fired

BEZX | '7j~
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ACLL Y agtinst snemy, Reports after/aftur action deports, .

X i The adjutant Zerercl, .ashington Z. C,,
(Through - The G, VII Corps, o 7 207, Us 3. ATHmY).

SUZJLCT

l, In compliance witn paragraph 10, aR 545-105, =2 cllamged DY Clulges
.i#3, the following report is sulmittec fer 7hoth Jonk 3attolicon, for July 184k,

de OWIGINAL UTIT: 7Loth Tanx Battalion.

Yo CHAIGLS TN CiGallTenfION:  sSuttclion attociuwcnte:
1 July - 5 July, VII CZorys.
5 July - 15 July, “drc Inf, Civ,
15 July - o July, VII Zeorps,
16 July - 531 Juvly, yth Inf, Div,

A~
[ ) ~ s
!

Ce SIail s 1 Jul 45 Officers 3 serrsac Cff 781 N
31 July 37 Officers 3 .arrant Crr coy D
et Tecrease 122

1l July to 5 July - Vic, ST =38 LGLISS.

5 July to 9 July ~ Vic, CalllTall.

9 July to 13 July - Vic, le VarI =8Il

13 July to 18 July - Vic, St GuChudd=ce CIND, ,
18 July to <6 July ~ Vic, TLI=unCl, !
26 July to 29 July cos '

Vic, CLS HALI:.
29 July to 31 July - Vie, LARISIIY,

ee laCllis: Not applicuble,

2. CAMFPATGNS

) Name ofs Operztions in Nermendy,

) Durctions 1 Jvly to 31 July 194k,

g Purpose: To crive enemy out or Normandy Feninsiula.
Authority orwrings VII Corps,

PN
- Uop [

Ee LalTLiSs See annex 51l.

he CORNANIIIG OFFICuR IN ILFORTANT 5 .GaGllinTS:
1 July to 31 July 1944 - Lt, Col, Clarence G, Hupfer,

Na) \OM
t\O. P
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T aCTIC: See Annex #2,
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Jones, Herbert F,’ opl,
BQaatty, Churles G, <na Lt,
St. Geraisin, darry N Sgte
Srifrin, Chester Fic,

*nson, ruil C, Pvt.
RLLST, LarTY b, <na Lt,
Chepuon, Jo

Serh 2, <na Lt,
.ione,
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Lt. Zol., Cavalry,
ConunAanuinge

Oistinguishea Service
Cross

Silver Star

Silver Star

Silver Star

Silver Star

Bronze Star kedal
Zronze Star kMedol
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Thz perioa openca on 1 July viith the Zattelion relicvea from the 9th
Infuntry Jivision a~nd clozea unner VII Zorps controle Tre Battalion moved to
on oarea esr S04 oLl LULISS for the purpose of reorranizing, refitting anc
reste Cn /, July, si coszult guns (105 nm) were drawn and issuea, taree to
the wscauit sun plitoon, wna one to each coupany, Cn 5 July tne Saettalion

o oattecenso to the Cord Infuntry Division and ovec to tie vicinity of ZanZ-
ITail, relleving o Zetbilion ol the bbth armored le:rirent, -rom 5 July to 10
July, Zottodion supportze tne a3rd Infantry Divicions arive S to HOICT =nd
311 ml 'ou;,-orm. Uil period wut characterised by heavy tank losses on our
nizte  Cooruinuuion - itn fnd follow-up by the 1nfu.ntry 128 Very poor bzcausc
ol gonfli tinz orweis, ot mowing wihers infantry troops viere, and infantry
t—roéps cein,, unsecconzd, Zattelion supportea the 83rd Infantry Divisions au-
vonce o SaIITaNY, enc oon 15,July, was relieved Iron. attschiuent to the 83rd
Infentry Division, :nu ruverteu to VII Jorps Cuntrol, Cn 16 July Zattalion wes
:ttechea to 9tn Infentry Division, and Battalion acsewbled for reorgenication
coa aintensnce, - Cn 17 July, CP ana combal echelons joinea 9th Infantry Division
in viecinity of TRIZSILU, Z=ttilion supported 9th Infantry Divisions advence S

115000 &na ..JouLs-'D.J.é Unt"Ll 25 July, An intcnse ond hezvy concentrotion
0 soaos fron heavy cne uasitr ponbers drop.ed on 2neny instellcotions and

mositicnes on <5 July, I l"’oucu by twenty (20) minutes of heavy artillery mirr: o,
Tne lnic.n-ury wna tirinn wovonced benind the artillery berrice, but met up v.ith
StADE enemy resistince, OUne officer S.a froa c¢liied comking. 'The Battalion
wovea Jorierd oith tre Jth Iafuntry Division to K TINTY, Li JA I ICR4, and
L I00Y wndoon 2y July woveu to rest area three miles So oof LARIGNY for re-
fitting, reorceniziiion wnu maintenance znd remaingd at thot location until
51 July, 1944, the ena of the periods

Clxu.uuCu f;. JUPE
Lt, ,o.L., Savalry,
Comending 746th TK. En.
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319,1/401¢C 1lst Indorsement FFF/fw
(10 Aug 44)

HEADQUARTERS 6TH ARMORED GROUP, APO # 230, U, S. Army, 13th

August, 1944:

TO: The Commanding General, Headquarters VII Corps, AFO # 307,
U. S. Army.

1. Approved.
For the Commanding Officer:

/
/(;~ { o : R
. ROBERT S, BERIEN,
Ma jor (Cav) Armd Comd
Armd Section
Ircls /

319.1 24 Ind X
}IEAmU‘.RTERS VII CORPS, A.F.0. m?l U.Se Army’

TOt+ The Adjutant General, Washington, D.C. (THRU: Comxanding General,
First U.S. Army, A.P.0. 220, U.S. Army).

Joar
C. Ao A. ™~
Inclss - n/o

o i
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nyarisk, aajustus O,

f&:j’,".é, oo ron (IIilZI)

Biiblar, Harry i,

dupelnerd, Frale A,

Ctpfjl]’ J(‘xb‘ﬂp} ’:?.

bedden, Lowerd H,
Belhirkan, Avdrew V,
Gurcia, Leonel (NAI)
Lendry, Spoencer (WikI)
Licors, ruul K.,
Burdy, Jre,willisam K,
selse, wverebt L,
Schisffo, Cavmine D,
Skinner, J.P, (L.U.)
walter, wdwin O,
Sikoraki, John L,
Gibson, Jwnes S,
Curclone, Jerry J,
Davis, Coy =,

itnte, John O,

James, wWilliam A,

Ray, Henry &,

deel, Waller (NMI)
Zi1lner, Wwilliam F,
Gustsufson, Roy O,
Gorfin, william L,
Karino, Joseph (NkI)
Pina, Jr,,William (NMI)
Miller, Roy G,

Lynch, bdwuard L,
Kindred, Bruce S,

St ,Germain, Harry N,
Smith Jr,,George L.
Piotrzkowski, Joseph H,
Mertes, Daniel J,
Osborn, Paul D,
anthony, reter P,
Amstutz, Ray Y,
Albertson, Jack L,
Bridgham, Yonsald C,
Hastings, Thomas F,
Hignite, Eldon (Nikl)
Kelley, Loyal V,

Moon, Harry L,

Putin, whitney J,
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Ranit Trw Cad
il &t Sk
1st Lo Sni
2nd Lt Sua
nd L% KIa
1st Lt IIa
Znd Ly DuA
ZWNLISTED s

Tec 4 NN
Tec B 3SaA
53“. SIna
Sgh Sk
Tae 5 SiA
Sgt SIn
Cpl LA
vt SHA
rfe Svia
kvt Lith
rvt Lyin
Fvt Lwa
rfe LIa
Ple DA
Tec § SHA
Pvt KIA
Pvt LuwA
vt KIn
Sct RIA
bfe KIA
Pvt SWa
Fvt KIA
Pvt SWA
Sgt SViA
Pvt SWA
Pfe KIA
Sgt SWa
Pvt KIa
Pvt Tha
Pfe KIa
S/sit KIA
Sgt Luaa
rvt SWA
Sgt DA
St SWA
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Pvt LIA
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3/6gh SWA
Pfc "'LIA
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1 July 44 to 31 July . Y .

ENLTo e MEN

Bahid RANK IYPE CAS DATE
Pesw::to, Sein (wiaI) Pvt LwA 10 July 1944
Frile2, Claraves R, Sgt KIA 10 July 1944
Schilhe, miward N, Sﬂt MIA 10 July 1944
Soranion, Johnuy N, Toc 4 SWa 10 July 1944
Drvver, Higdon 9, Cpl KIa . 10 July 1944
Wijiliees, williowm S Pvt SWa 10 July 1944
Yo, wzlber a, Tac 4 KIA 10 July 1944
Buddwyin, ealvin {hied) rvt SWA 10 July 1944
armiold, James ft, Pve SIA 11 July 1944
Clemant, Jdeorsa J, Tec 5 SIa 11 July 1944
Srovwan, Ponald by, Pvt MIA 11 July 1944
CLITT, Frarels o, evt KIA 11 July 1944
Solanan, Vincont i, bPvt SIA 11 July 1944
vraper, wllilfiam J, Cpl SWA 11 July 1944
Sitlan, oavid (lial) rfe _ Swa 11 July 1944
30izalez, Jacob (Ll Pvt Nl 11 July 1944
Lsldlster, marl D, Pvth MIA 11 July 1244
SOWsrnd, mlvin IO Cpl MIA 11 July 1944
inckabee, Joseph 3, Pvt SIa 11 July 1944
Jotoasten, ldpraid B, - Pee 5 KIA 11 July 1944
Rus~ey, alex ng Jr, Cpl LIA 1) July 1944
Laoaord, weyue S, Cpl SWA 11 July 1944
sagsen, Yicnor o, Pvt KIA 11 July 1944
firo:g, Lao F, Pvt MIA 11 July 1944
Pricryl, Jobn wu, Tac 4 SuA 11 July 1944
213 op, loar e, Cpl KIa 11 July 1944
Doy, frair ok, vt Lia 11 July 1944
‘_:11)_,.,’ Ch-rlas 3, S/3. % SWA 11 July 1944
DLOT 2, Toaan g Tac 4 KIa 11 Jllly 1944
vi|e11u, alpbhonse d, Toc 4 MIa 11 July 1944
pecihielrdy,  armowwd e, S/D&t LIA 12 July 1944
'-.:J 38, dftu-n L, Cpl . KIA 14 July 1944

Wiasy uiboamles o, r“V«‘, KIA 14 July 1944
JyoJks, il lla Jde Pvt MIA ) 14 July 1944
o‘poe)e, Joku i, Jr, St SiA 14 Iuly 1944

mbhen l‘I‘.;,uu 15‘1‘[ C, (J‘Dl KIa 18 J‘.ll:{ 1944
RERA 3, Jeps \.u i) ."fft KIA : 18 Jllly 1944
A':iie".“, ?10'.'4.-11@ Lo St Lla 15 July 1944
Larkar, Fred L, Toc % LaA 15 July 1944
Zrown, Iveland (KL St - Liia 18 July 1944
Saffi}ld, melvin L, T75&h SUWA 18 July 1944
wilso:, oy Jr Pvt LuA 13 July 1944
Youn_, Joseph n, Lec 4 SVA 13 July 1944
nlbard, azltar a, Fvt Ik 19 July 1944
oMice, Gien A, Cnl SHE 1¢ July 1944
De B3llo, rataer J, rvh S5IA 19 July 1944
1 dr\’ i~ J’ "“).\,’ (““,I;’ Cpl SWA 19 July 1944
Sl dl, ghort O, Soh KIA 19 'Tuly 1944
Lnrohv, Che:tley b, Pyt LIA 20 July 1344
Tores, Chrola- S, Byt Suin 21 July 1944
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serdla, Lalbarh oy 7 rvi Sah =1 Ialy 1344
wil by vy A IV big Tee 4 Divn = 'T?)-I J 1944
H'JJ A ::.T‘.}, SRR AT D&f, Sl 27 11/ ic44
Kevontesbd, Lo’y (awd) Cpl Swha 21 -T’ils' 1544
Uniae t" Curl o, S>ct Siia < JInly 1044
Heprt ooy rﬂr“- IULETS N P 57;3;;?; SilA z4 Jt)lv 1344
Siius, Cecil (and) Jr, Tec 4 Sidla 24 Jnly 1944
By l, nerberin b, rvt Lan 25 July 1944
Cociiren, Srvon L oy, Cpl Luin c5 J.)'Ly 1944
S JTR i '., C‘;",H: S (I;ll.l) Pf‘f_‘, SIh 2h July 7944
;L.,,.:«,,D],.,’ Rolesnd J, Cpl Swh 25 J\)].;J 1644
Jrnwe, Joln . Lar & Lua 25 dnly 1944
ol s iy wdvered D, rfe Siin 25 July 1944
el bhliin /.},4:719 =, Soh 3un 25 July 1644
J-.".:l,‘r‘n‘;, J:,Sep 1 oby, -3<u: SliA 25 July 1944
311, iichieEal J, Pvt SIa 26 July 1944
Lodeileg Taodora d, rvi Liia 26 July 1944
e TPy uillien J, Put STA 2e Jduly 1944
Sarke, #illian J, rvi Sk 26 July 1944
DYy, drmma My Fvr 3TA 2¢ July 1944
!',:();;:4”5,, Uriselos A, fan 4 Sk 25 Jlly 19044
Colky Wt idleton H, Tor 4 - Suh 28 July 1944

rael, ol1lla A Pyt Livia 25 July 1944
ORRTER i "'“'J, Jg-rrell 5‘ fac D Swa 26 Jllly 1944
531, senest (Lbd pvt KIA 26 July 1944
JiuP;’ delph v, kvt KIA 26 July 1944
Lesho, Zeorpee J, Pvh 3aa 26 July 1944
Qrren, Rolph A Pyt S A 25 Jduly 1944
sinine I'WT'; (LT Cpl Ska 26 July 1944
Ae hil o, heriin S, Tec 4 SwA ¢ July 19044
Hl*wﬁﬂﬁf"e?, Ladoy J, Pyt CIA 26 Tuly 1944
34 nhrt“*gn, ACRRARUNCE PR Y Cul oI 26 July 1944
.)t Vo ‘,“‘ }n"j",’»_ﬂ‘;« P. TH(": 4 L‘ﬁ’A ‘;'3 'T!'le 1944
[N (RPN o end Gy : Fle KI‘A 24 Jll]]f 1944
o o, wvzllile s, Tac 5 1WA 27 Inly 1944
doriogy Porw 1T Fvt L‘.';"A 27 Jnly 1944
JeTranh, Ovl (T Ffe Liia 27 duly 1944
ook TT0y Preoakddn Pyoopfe KIA 27 Jnly 1944
Subbon, Lowsll J.0 Cpl TWA 27 July 1944

works, Zloon D, pvi LiA 27 July 1944
neliny 3idey (T Pyt Luh 22 July 1944
Foyston, Tee, Thonos Po Pyt SHA 28 July 1944

3 Joeman O Efe LwA 28 Jnly 1944
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HEADQUARTERS 46TH TANK BATTALION
APO 403 U. S. ARNY.

UNIT HISTORY
JULY 1944.

The close of June,1944, saw tne end of resistance in tne
CAPE DE LA HAGUE area NW of CHERBOURG and tue defeat ot all
enemy troops 1n tue Unerbourg peninsula nortn of a geueral line
%AREN?AN (3984), PONT L'ABBE (2093) and ST. SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE
1994).

Twenty four days of continous fighting had brought to
the battalion experience and heavy exnaustion, but July brought
a snift to tne south of CARENTAN and operations were far more
exhausting and costly tnan any experienced in June. July charact-
erized itslef in many unusual ways, but notable were two:

1. The severe losses of personnel and equipment during
the first 15 days of the month. :

2. The breaktnrough from the hedgerow country and
out of the peninsula between PERIERS and S?T. LO.

To facilitate discussion of the operations the montn
is divided into four phases:

Pnase I- 1 through 4 July- Rest and recuperation from
Juns operations. ’

Phnase II- 5 tnrough 15 July- ‘¢he defense of CARENTAN
against the enemy's attempt to retake it and glit tne
V and VII Corps, and our slow progress forward.

Phase III-16 tarough 28 July- The fignt for road nets
and ground to permit tne massing of armor and tne "break-
tarough" into tne French interior.

Phase IV- 29 tarougn 31 July-Refitting after tne July
operations.

PHASE I
( 1 torough 4 July)

This phase was identical for all elements of tne battalion.
Following relief from attachment to tne 9tn lnfantry Division on
1 July, vne battalion reverted to control of VII Corps and
moved from tne Cape de la Hague area to a rest period west of
STE. MERE EGLISE in the 3296 block,clésing in tne area during a
violent rainstorm at 1700 on 1 July.
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For many officers and men tnis provided tune fairst
opportunity siunce b June to remove tuelr shoes, tuelr cuemlcaliy
impregnated eclotnes, and to bathe. No showers were available
but improvised bataning facilities were introduced.

Maintenance of tne venicles was paramount; the 2nd,3rd
a nd 4th of July were spent in tneir renabilitation which
i nduded the replacemeats of several engines and many tracks,
attention was given to individual arms and equipment.

Six 105 mm Howitzers (SP) were drawn and issued,3 to
tne Assault Gun Platoon of Headquarters Company and 1 to each
Medium Tank Company. The six tanks previously used in lieu of
these were turned in.

The short rest and rehabilitation placed the battalion
i n good shape from tahe standpoint of the men's physical and

mental condition as well as the coandition of the ve..icles.
While the needed complete refitting was not possible the vehic-
u lar condition was substantially improved.

PHASE II
(5 through 15 July)

This period in the history of the battalion will long
be remembered by the personnel who survived it and should
find its place in the history of the Normandy Campaign as one
of the critical and decisive battles of the Allied effort to
breax out of tne peninsula and to halt the German drive on
CARENTAN.

The German btn Paratroop Division, uand picked tor the
job, was given the mission of retaking tue communications ceuter
or CARENTAN, tnus splitting tue American V and VII Corps and
driving a wedge between tnem TO Tne sea.

Tne German attack nit tue 1nexperienced 83rd Infauntry
Division, to wnicn tne battalion was attacued on 5 July. <tne
ensuing ten day battle raged day and night? tue German effort
w as halted, but our torces nad advanced but 5000 yards in the
dirtiest, bloodiest, costliest operation to date.

Detaiied discussion of this phase is hereafter taken up
oy individual companies.

Battalion Headguarters and Headquartefs Company

Battalion Headqparters

Lt. Col. CLABENCE G. HUPFER, Commanding Officer.
Major LYNN M. YBATTS, Exevutive Officer.

Captain Robert A. HAMILTON, §S-2

Captain RICHARD H. LANGSTON, S-3

Captain HARVEY SCOT?T S-4

2nd Lt. JOHN L. DUDLEBY I1I1I, Liaison Officer
Captain JOHN KLOOSTERMAN, Communications Officer
W.0.J.G. PAUL W. PINNEY, Personnel Officer.
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Headquarters Company
Ce- Captain Thomas J. Noshall, Jr.
Reconnaissance Platoon-lst Lt. Loutz H. Gage
Mor tar Platoon- 2nd Lt. Robert M. Poley
Assault Gun Platoon-2nd Lt. Houston Payne
Maint. Officer- 204 Lt. John D. Phillips

Following a three hour mid-night conference on tue nigut
of 4-5 July, tne battalion CO on 5 July moved the battalion
to an assembly area vicinity 3720636, 1-1/2 miles WSW of
CARENTAN. PFrom there, in tne afternoon of the 5th, Companies
A, B and C, each with one platoon from Company ¥ attacued,
moved to join the regiments or tue 83rd Infantry Pivision,
relieving a battalion of tne 66th Armored Regiment.

Headquarters Company remained in the CP area, twuere pbeiug
no occasion to employ the Assault Gun Platoon, Mortar Platoon,
Reconnaissance Platoon, or the Tank Section of Battalion Head-

quarters.

Tne fluctuations of battle, the critical combat periods,

and the intense and severe enemy attacks and defense were
suchduring the period of attachment to the 83rd that the Batt-
alion CO, Lt. Col. HUPFER, was compelled to spend many hours
a day and night at either the divisional CP in the capacity of
a special and at tnat time very hard worked staff officer, or
assisting company commanders in their operations with the lInfant-
ry Regimental Commanders. : .

Tne employment of the tanks in a profitable and successful
manner at a time when green infantry needed encouragement and
strong reinforcement, was the cnief concern of the battalion CO,
especially as the tank commitment in tnis situation tended
toward expenditure of armor without mayimum results,particularly
in localized areas wnere normal infantry advance was retarded by

extremely heavy opposition. .

‘During the period tank unit commanders of all grades moved
forward a step in tne chain of command, 806 to speak, in thnat
company commanders were compellied, by tne very nature of the
enemy attack and resistance, to operate from infantry platoon
or company CP levels, wnile S-3, Battalion Executive Officer,
and frequently Battalion CO operated from Infantry Battalion CP
levels to maintain contact and control of tank platoons attached
to infantry batialions.

The battalion CP maintained its position WSW of CARENTAN .

from 5 July tanrough 8 July, moving its advance elements on 9
July to new loocations at (378808), closing at 2100. In this'
new location and in subsequent locations tne CP installations were
not what one would naturally consider even relatively free from

activity. The very neavy snelling of our entire forward and
rear areas coupled witn the enemy intiltration through the freq-
unetly disorganized froat lines, brougnt tne “front® to tae
*rear" and frequently vice versa. During tue entire period 5-15
July it was not uncommon for troops or commanders to experience
as much and at times more difficulty in moving from the rear to

the front or front to rear as in fighting forward to new positions.
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Some, but very little, progress naving been made by 11l
July and severe tank losses naving occurred in extremely mavy
fightin§, tne battalion moved its forward CP to cicinity SAINTENY
(3507'78), wnere it was subjected to front liue couditions of
A-1l priority. ‘'ne bulk of the CP was .eft at (37283%6), tnhe CO,
Ex 0., and S-3 only making the move to the advance position,
from wnich more control a nd assistance could be effected.
On the 13th tne main CP moved to (371797), the advance CP
remaining at SAINTENY until tne 15th, wnen it joined the entire
battalion at (37179() upon release from tne 83rd Infantry
Division. ,
Reorganization of the battalion was urgently necessary
because of the heavy venicular and personnel losses sustained
during the operations with the 83rd Division. Competent reinforce-
ments of personnel not being available, Lt. Col. HUPFER decided
to disorganize Company D to reinforce the medium companies A, B
and C. This process was commenced during the refitting period
of 15-16 July, and continued through the operations with the
9th ilnfantry Division 17-28 July.

Compgéy A-1st Plat Company D

CO-Captain LOVEAIRE A. HEDGES,

lat Platoon-2nd Lt. Clyde C. TANNER,

2nd Platoon-2nd Lt. HUGH J,M.JONES,

3rd Platoon-2nd Lt. WILLIAM ¥. WOODS (5 July-8dJuly),
2nd Lt. JOSEPH P. CAMPBELL (9-25 July{
Sgt. Robert D. Gezon (25-31 July),

MO- lst Lt. HENRY D. WALDING.

1st Platoon Company D-2nd Lt. COY O. PAERKER.

Pollwoing tue renabilitation of 1-4 July, tne Battalion
moved on 5 July to positions SW of CARENTAN, the company taking
an assembly position at 360837. Being atvacned to tne 329tn
negiment ol . .e o3rd Infantry Division, tue Co CO moved to Hegi-

mental HQ at 380818 to discuss plans for tne tank employment.

The atmospnere of tne Infantry Regimental Headquarters was

one of doubt and anxiety, probably fostered by a lack of accurate
information as to tne location of its units and serious concern
witn tne enemy troops opposing. It was later brougnt out tuat
tne German 6tn Paratroop Division, one of its crack units, was
given the mission of retaking CARENTAN and splitting the American
V and VII Corps. The fighting which occurred throught tne course
. of Company A attachment to the 329th attests to the determination

witnh which the enemy Division undertook its mission.

After reconnaisance to forward positions by the Company CO, a
plan wad developed for the 2nd and 3rd platoons to support I and:

K Companies of tne 329th after relief of elements of the bbta
Armored Regiment tnen attached to the 329th. The platoons were
brought forward by radio to 366810 where guidea from the ¢6thlead
them forward.

Pollowing the second platoon along the very narrow approach
trail, the Company CO met the infantry regimental CO moving forward
on foot toward the front. Because of the proximity of by-passed

and infiltrating enemy groups, the coveling the areg with Sa fire,
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the regimental CO ordered the 3rd platoon to accompany the
support infantry battalion in mop up operations following

in the wake of the assault battalion. With this in view, the
3rd platoon was sent back to the viecinity of support battalion
CP at 367807 where 1t made plans to accompany the support
battalion.

Disorganization in the infantry elements was apparent in

that it took several hours for the support battalion to organize

amd launch its mop up. After it moved off it went forward
approximately 500 yards before darkness. In the meanwhile the
company commander with the 1lst platoon of Company D, remained

at the battalion support CP and moved with it in the wake of
the support battalion. SA backwash from the skirmishes of the
support battalion forced its Cp to return to its original location.

The tank company commander with the 1st Platoon, Company D remained
in the vieinity of 363803 as a screen for the battalion CP

against infilitreting enemy forces. The threat did not
materialize and the light tanks moved back to the company assembly
positions vicinity of the infantry support battalion CP. Very
poor communications with the assault battalion apparently faeced
the decision of the support battalion CP to remain that position
over night. ~

At dark the 2nd platoon had succeeded in pushing the
assault infantry to positions along a line 355798 to 358796.

The platoon was ordered to return to assembly for servicing and
to remain the night. During the process of returning communic-
ation between the assault and support infantry battalions was
effected and requests made to bring forward water and ammunition.
The infantry support battalion CO and the tank company CO agreed
that upon return of the 2nd platoon, supplies would be carried
forward by the medium tanks, the lights being considered at that
time too vulnerable for the job. It was well after dark when the
2nd platoon reached assembly positions, carrying with it several
infantry wounded. Supplies were loaded and platoon made ready to

move forward when a decision was made to move it forward with
the support infantry battalion CPy the line of coummunication
being somewhat questionable. At approximately 1200 the unit
moved off but before they were well underway radio communication
from the assault battalion indicated they were surrounded and
advised against bringing any vehicles, taks or otherwise, into
their position, it being felt that the support battalion could

infiltrate with success, but that heavier vehicles would disclose
the avenue of support and bring heavier artillery fires. This
decision having been made, the 2nd platoon with the Company CO
and the first platoon of lights, returned to the company assembly
and completed establishment of a night bivouac at approximatley
0230 after having completed plens for the movement ofi the tanks

with the supplies to the assault positions at dawn. Meanwhile
the 3rd platoon with the bulk of the support battalion troops was
in position between the tank company assembly area and the assault
battalions, the plan being to have them join the movement at dawn.

At dawn on 6 July the tanks and a part of the Infantry battalion

0P, which had not moved forward the past night, made ready to move.
A final check by telephone from the tank company CO to the infantry

regiment CP disclosed that the support battalion CP had been
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successful in rcacn.ng its troops but that ocecause of the
unkgwn condition of the supply route to the assault battalion
an ammunition train wished to join the tank elements before
they moved out. The delay in movement for this purpose was
approyed by the infantry regimental S-3. The regimental CO
and the ammunition supply train, of which he evidently knew
nothing, arrived simultaneously at the company assembly. The
infantry Colonel was in a great state concerning the failure
of the tank elements to move off at dawn and was not pacified
by requested explanations concerning the accompanying ammun-—
ition train. At approximately 0700 the tank elements moved
off, picked up the 3rd platoon en route and joined the assault
battalion along a line 353794 to 396792 which it had gained
in its morning attack. The line held was in a sunken road
with the MSR across country but quite unstable due to the
number of infiltrating enemy groups which harassed and cut it
continously. The 3rd platoon was placed in an orchard at the
crossroad at 355793 for the purpose of meeting an armored
attack from the SE or NE. The 2nd platoon was placed in

a mobile reserve position immediately in its rear. The lst
platoon, Company B, was held in immediate reserve with a miss-
ion of keeping open the cross country MSR.

At approximately 0200 the company commander returned to
the company rear SW of CARENTAN and brought forward the lst
platoon and some maintenance elements for repairs needed by
the 3rd platoon. The MSR was a very sensitive route and
every trip across it meant the transportation of wounded as
medical and evacuation facilities were not available. The 1lst
platoon was brought forward and relieved the 2nd which returned
to the base near CARENTAN.

n The left flank infantry elements having failed to come
abreast the day of the 6th, the 329th and the tanks remained in
defensive positions throughout the day and night of the 6th.
Late in the afternoon of the 6th, the Mortar Platoon under Lt.
Foley was attached to the Company and reported at the front line
positions for its first offensive action of the campaign. Through-
out the night of the 6th very heavy shelling was sustained and

4 enemy counter attacks repulsed. Personnel in the infantry
suffered heavy losses. During the night plans were made for

the tanks to shift to the left flank battalion to support it and
bring it abreast.

At 0530 on the morning of the 7th a liaison officer from
the left flank battalion appreared at the assault battalion CP
with detailed plans for the transfer of the tanks. This officer,
together with Captain Hedges and liaison Corporal Dill, moved
on foot to RJI357T794 to contact tae battalion CO of the unit to
be supported. Contact was made during the taking-of the RJ;
the battalion 00, then at a Company CP was pinned down by Mortar
and MG fire against the side of a building with his entire forward
staff. Plans for the transfer of the tanks were worked out
while in a prone position. At the completioemothereof, Captain
Hedges and Corporal Dill made their way back to the tank platoon
only to find the third platoon under severe artillery shelling
with one tank all ready bdburning and the others in process of
shifting positions. Pfc. Gustafson had been killed in the bow
guoner seat while T/& Hinte had succeeded in getting out of

. the drivers hatch with & badly shattered arm. No other personnel
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were sustained. ILieutenants Woods, Jones of the medium platoons,
and Parker of the light tank platoon were assembled in the
vicinity of the orchard to discuss plans for the transfer of
the tank support, when the liaison officer again appeared,

w rging prompt movement. The plans were changed to permit the
tanks to. come up from the rear of the infantry and the column
moved of f across country,third platoon leading followed by the
second and then the light tank platoon followed by the mortar
platoon. Contact with the group was effected under very

heavy shelling and with strong opposition from mortars and
automatic weapons. By 1100 the tanks had supported the infant-
ry to positions from 352786 to 354784. During this attack the
infantry was greatly disorganized and the advance was made
possible only by actions of the tanks and of the tank company
commander who directed the attack while moving forward omn foot
with the tanks.

During the balance of the 7th the tanks held this fore-
most position repulsing counter attacks during the night of the
Tth and suffering personnel and vehicluar casualties.

Meanwhile Lt. Tanner's first platoon had jumped off on
t he morning of the 7th on the right flank simultaneously
with the jump off of the 2nd and 3rd platoons and 1lst platoon
of Company D on the left flank initially supported by a 50 round
concentration from Lt. Poley's mortars. In view of the artill-
ery support available the opportunity to further employ the
mortar platoon was not present and it was returned to battalion
control .in the afternoon of the 7th after suffering heav
casualties. ‘ :

All through the night of the 7th the anxiety of the infantry

elements was evident. Between counter attacks a variety of
rumors drifted down the line of fox holes such as " get your

equipment together" or "we are moving out" or other express-
ions entirely without foundation and evidently fostered by
someone anxious to be relieved of the tension. At about 030V
elements of friendly troops through someones order began to
pull away from the left flank positions. The lieutenant comm-
anding the platoon of infantry was stopped by the infantry
captain then commanding the battalion and Captzin Hedges at the
battalion CP dug out. To alleviate the nervousness of the
troops, they were taken back and shown the positions of the 2nd
and 3rd platoon of tanks in their own perimeter line.

On the wmorning of the oth orders were received to withdraw
1000 yards to permit bombing of enemy positions at SAINTENY
and vicinity. The move was accomplished at 0815, the tank
elesments being the last to leave the positions. The bombing was
ineffective because at the sound of the planes, ememy infantiry
moved forward very close to the lines held by our troops for
the bombing and suffered little damage, conseguently when the
attack again jumped off, the previous positions were occupied
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by the enemy and our troops were forced to f£ight all day

to regain their former positions. During the ensuing attack
the tanks were held as a mobile reserve against armored threat.
At the close of day, tanks after having been serviced, moved to
the company assembly positions at 367807 where they remained
during the night of the 8th and the day of the 9th. Liaison
with the 329th Infantry Regiment was being maintained. During
the move to the company assembly Lieutenant Woods tank slipped
into a large crater closing the turret hatch on his left

hand. He was evacuated to the Battalion Aid Station.

On 10 July the tanks again jumped off, the 2nd platoon
supporting the 3rd vattalion on the left, the 1lst platoon plus
1st platoon Company D supporting the 2nd battalion on the right
in a drive toward SAINTENY. Both battalions jumping off from
the 784 E.W. grid between 345 and 354 N.S. lines. Resistance
was extremely heavy from artillery, AT guns, mortars and auto-
matic weapons. At approximately noon Lt. Jones' second platoon
of 4 tanks was completely wiped out at 352773 by concealed AT
guns. Many personnel casualties were also sustained. Lt. Jones
had sensed the situation and asked for protection from the
infantry of his left flank. Lt. Jones' plan to employ a section
of tanks in coveing that flank was refused on the groundthat the
infantry mortars would do so. As a resultthe tanks were employed
in a wide but shallow wedge formation against enemy positions
in the hedgerows. The AT guns destroyed the platoon from its
left flank. After the loss of his platoon Lt. Jones made his
way to the infantry regimental CP 600 yards to the rear to
contact the company CO.

. Meanwhile the 1st platoon under Lt. Tanner and Lt. Parker's
platoon of light tanks had advanced into and through SAINENY
TO positions at 341772 at close of darkness after suffering
sefere casualties. Two tanks remained in the medium platoon
while fatunately Lt. Parker's committment was such that he
sustained no losses. The light tank platcon was pulled back to
the regimental area for the night while Lt. Tanner and his two
tanks remained holding the SAINTENY perimeter through the night
of the 1Cth and the day of the 1llth.

The third platoon was not committed during the 1Oth in lieu
of Lt. Jones But was held in regimental reserve and at that
constituted the only mobile armamd reserve in the Division.

On the 1llth, while the 1lst platoon was engaged in the
SAINTENY sector, the remaining 3rd platoon of the company was
pooled with the 3rd platoon of Company B, under S/Sgt. Bechard
and moved to attack positions at 369774 to prepare for an attack
that Jjumped off at 2100. Captain Hedges commanded this composite
force. The LD was a RJ at 368772. Lt. Campbell with the 3rd
platoon, Company A, jumped off on the right .flank while Sgt.
Bechard attacked on the left. The attack went well until
2115 when Sgt. Bechard's tank and one other were knocked out
by AT guns, and the left flank attack repulsed. Lt. Campbell

on the Xight flank met no AT guns and succeeded in enveloping
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t he right flank for a distonce fo 200 yards inflicting some
casualties on bazooka teams. The entire attack however, was
repulsed, the infantry being stopped by heavy losses. The
platoons remsined in position during the night of the 11th
and prepared fro an assault on the.12th. On the morning
of the 12th Captain Pay.of Company B together with one platoon
relieved Captain Hedges of Company A and the 3rd platoon
thereof,in time to prepare for the morning attack. The 3rd
platoon of A was sent back to company assembly at 354781 while
Captain Hedges remained until noon with Captain Pay to
assist in the attack. The attack jumped off at 0900 but
was replilsed with heavy losses, 4 of the B Company tanks
being knocked out and serious personnel casualties sustained.
Armored assault of the position was abandoned by noon of
the 12thdwhen Captain Hed-es returned to company assembly
position to reorzanize Company A for attack on the 13th.
Infantry bazooks teams later found 8 dug-in tanks which
were subsejuently destroyed.
Prior to dawn on the 13th the company CO moved the lst
and 2nd platoons to assistance of the 3rd battalion, 331st Inf.
Regiment, then being heavily attacked by enemy tanks and infant-
ry in the vicinity of 350758. On the afternoon of the 13th
Ca,tain Hedzes and Lt. Jones left this position and reconnoitered
tank routes to the 2nd battalion positions along the road from
351750 to 353747. Leaving the 1lst platoon in position with the
1st battalion, the company CO took the 2nd platoon along to the
2nd battalion late in the afternoon of the 13th in preparation
for attacks running SW along the road from AUXAIS 3575. During
the evening the attack was postponed,the CO and the 2nd platoon
remaining with the 2nd battalion during the night of the 13th.
One the morning of the 1l4th after reconnaisance to forward areas
the platoon jopped off and supported infantry to positions at
344743 when at 1500 the company CO was notified that the tanks
were released from attachment to the 329th. 2nd platoon was
moved back and joined the 1lst platoon in mobile reserve positions
at 352762 until 2215 when it moved to company bivouac area at
348778 for bivouac on the night of the 1l4th.

At noon on the 15th the company joined the battallion in a
bivouac at 372797 where it rmeained throughout the 15th and 16th
und ergoing ‘much needed reorganization and refitting with the
balance of the tank battalion. '

Prom 5 July through 14 July with the 83rd Division andthe
329th and 331st Regiments thereof the company engaged’ in the most
bitter fighting and sustained the heaviest losses in vehicles
and personnel in the campaign. During that period enemy resist-
ance was such that a SW advance of only 5000 yards was accomp-

lished.
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Company B-2nd Plat., Company D “ttached

O- Captain Asher K. Pay
st Platoon- Lt. Charled Coats (1-25 July)

Lt. Charles G. Beatty (25-31 July)
2nd Platoon- Lt. Prank Kogut (1-9 July)

Lt. Elvis E. Jones (17-31 July)
3rd Platoon- Lt. Jack Cleary (1-10 July)

Lt. dames P.Alford (11-31 July)
Maintenance Officer: Wm. H. Carter,2nd Lt.

’

Following the battalion assembly in its area WSW of
CARENTAN in the morning of 5 July, Captain Pay went forward
to the 3318t Infantry Regiment of the 83rd Division to orient
himself and secure the tank mission.

As in the case of Company A, Captain Pay found confusion
and uncertainty at the regimental CP, induced by the battle
inexperience of the infantry troops. His recommendations
as to employment were accepted and at 1600 his tanks were
in the line, two platoons supporting two battalions of the
infantry regiment, which was deployed to the divisions
right flank, west of the CARENTAN-PERIERS road.

With the two platoons plus the 2nd platoon of Company D
attached, Company B jumped off from 36181C in support of the
infantry, but were unable to advance beyond the sunken ro=d
just ahead. Heavy opposition from SP and artillery prevented
a further attack from being launched during the nizht of the

5th. Coordination with the infantry was poor, due to conflict-
ing orders and infantry "greenness".

On 6 June the 3318t Regiment was withdrawn from the
right flank, together with Company B, which assembled vicinity
350827 for the remainder of the day in division reserve. The
company, still in divisional reserve on the 7th, shifted to
new positions at 369797, center and rear of the infantry
division effort, the 331st Regiment having been recommitted in
the center of the division, with the 329th on the right flank

and the 330th on the left.

By 8 July the 3318t had failed to keep abreast of the
329th, with Company A on its right flank; Company B was recomm-
itted to hdp it forward in an attempt to ease the 329th's sit-
uation, it being dangerously exposed as a salient. (See report

of Company A).

Although strongly opposed, the company was able to push the
3318t forward slightly to positions SE of CULOT,but not sulfic-
iently toerase the 329th salient. Greater gains were made on
the 9th and loth July to bring the 1lst and 2nd platoons to posit-
iggﬁ at 352777, 1000 yards east of SAINTENY by the close of the

On the 11th of July very heavy opposition had bogged down
attacks of the 3rd battalion 329th Infantry. Tank support in

the new sector was needed badly to break the resistance.
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Although both A and B companies had suffered heavily on the
10th, the remnants, one platoon from each company, were
consolidated under Captain Hedges, Company A, on the evening
of the 11th to support the drive. Captain Hedges went to

the battalion CP at 369774 to receive orders, while Major
Yeatts, battalion executive officer, brought the tanks up from
tne lines of A and B Companies. The original jump off, set
for 2000, was moved back to 2100 to allow for orientation of
the tank crews. No time was allowed for reconnaissance of the
area. (See Company A section for details of the action).

Pollowing the repulse of Company B's attack on the morning
of the 12th, the remnants of the company were placed in
division reserve for the balance ofthe 12th &nd 13th. The
severe losses in men and materiel had produced a low morale
among the remainder ofthe troops; the rest on the 12th and
13th was needed to reorganize the company and rebuild the confid-
ence of tae men.

The 14th brought further ccocmmitment of the company on the
right flank of the division near the CARENTAN-PZRIERS road. The
assault was able to reach positions at 338764. The attack was
resunmed on the 15th and the enemy driven to 338755 by noon, when
the company was withdrawn and joined the battalion in bivouac
at 371797.

Company C (less one platoon)
Attached >rd Platoon-Company D.

CO- 1st Lt. Augustus S. Hydrick

1st Platoon-1lst Lt. James R. Shields

2nd Platoon~2nd Lt. Harry M. Butler

3rd Platoon-2nd Lt. Joseph E. Chapman
MO 1lst Lt. Dawrence S. Deptula.

3rd Platoon, Company D- L{, Charles G. Beatty.

During the afternoon of July 5, the company joined with the
battalion in a road march to assembly area 1 1/2 miles West of
CARENTAN (372836) and was attached to the 330th Infantry Regiment
of the 83rd Infantry Division. j

Prior to the march to CARENTAN, 1lst Lt. Hydrick had received
instructions that Company C would be held in reserve, but
shortly after arriving at the battalion assembly area those
orders were rescinded and the company CO was instructed to pro-
ceed at once to join the 330th Infantry Regiment of the 83rd Div.
On the evening of July 5th the.company plus one platoon of Company
D moved to an assembly position North of the regimental CP
(312810).

- The CO reported to the regimental commander at the CP
(381808) and found the entire stalf in a confused and unsettled
state. The front line was vague and the arrival of tanks came
as a complete surprise to the infantry. Following a brief talk
the tanks were attached to the 3rd battalion, at that time under
direct division control. At approximately 2230 hours a counter

attack on the regimental right flank was reported to be getting

—
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under way. The lizht tank pl-toon was ordered into the line
nd ziven a mission of holding until a yropsed attack to the
Jorth by the regiment could get underway. The line of depart-
ure forthe attack was set at RJ370800 end a fire fight had to
be fought to gain thé LD. The attack finally jumped and late
that night the objective, 700 yards away, was gained. The
tanks pilled back to their assembly area for servicing and chow,
but the enemy counter attacked and our infantry lost their
grOund The tanks were ordered forward and after a gight to
regain the jobjective, were ordered to remain in the line all
nlght to hold the ground for the infantry. Battle discipline
was poor in the infantry and officer control vague and wesk.
The infantry battalion reverted to regimental control this s:zme
night.

On the morning cf July 6th the 3rd battalion and three
platoons of medium tanks jumped from the LD (372794), the
first nights objective, but found the main road they were to
have followed mined. Two tanks were lost here, one of them
being Lt. Shields of the 1lst platoon. The order was given %o
by pass the road and the attack swung to the right down a narrow
road 373739, down and through hedgerows and woods. Very
light resistance was met and the tank CO sugzested the attack
keep moving but the regimental CO suggested dlfferently and
ordered it stopped at 372784

July 7th the tznks and infantry jumped again and advanced
to a position at 374773. The regimental CO requested the tanks
remz2in on the line, but the tank CQ's orders were to move
back for 'servicing and reorganization each night. He reported
to Lt. C:1. Hupfer at his CP and received orders to stay on
the line because the infantry seemed helpless without tank
support. With a oromise from the regimental CO that the Infant-
ry would not pull out on the tanks, the CO remained in perim-
eter defense. All night enemy tanks moved about the area 2nd
were heard preparing for a counter attack and early on the morn-
ing of the 8th they counter attacked. The infantry gave way A
almost immediately, but the tanks helf fast until it was evident
- for safety sake thex must withdraw to a new line (374764) with
the infantry. Heavy anti-tank and LG fire was encountered in
thewithdrawal and the infantry sulfered heavy casualties.
Sceing that the infantry could not be depended upon for prot-
ection, the CO ordered a withdrawal to anassembly point at
373782. Lt. Hydrick then returned to the forward regimental CP,
for a conference. A radio call informed him that his company
was under machine gun and tank fire and completely pinned down.
His request for infantry was denied so he mustered some doughs
(stragglers) together and worked his way to the position. The
makeshift infantry platoon flanked the guns and after a brief
battle the MG's were quieted. One tank was found knocked out.
The company was then reorganized and held until the infantry
under direct command of the regimental CO stabilized and estab-
lished a new line at 374776.
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A rlen was devised for July 9th to regazin zall the lost
znd move on to the regimental objective but the terrain was
found to be uncsuited for tank maneuver and an zalternate plan
Jas5 decided on.

2efore the attack could get under way the cenemy made 2 new
countar attack and the day was spent holding the line (374776)
fer the iafantry. The infantry was forced to withdraw to the
tank defense line and the rest of the night the tanks kept up
= neaar ovtiost zlert while the doughboys rzorgenizsd their
lire: nd defenses,

w2
cuonertiag the T30th regiments 2nd battalicn moved up to the
~revious days line. The 3rd platoon with the 3rd Battalion
attangted to move aroun? the left flank in the attack but was
3tipred by terrzcin difficulty and the infantry pinned down by
eneny tank fire Lt. Iydrick, receiving a report of enemy
on the la Lande road at RG376767, planned an evelo ing attack.

JIe sent out one section of tanks around to his right while

hWe moved his down the road on the left. His tank was hit twice
and ltnocked out and he sustained an arm wound which forced

nis evzcuation. The tanke and infantry were withdrawn once
again and the rest of the day spent in reorzanization and
setting up a line of defense along 386777. An attack plan was
formed for the following morning. Lt. Shields assumed command
of the company.

The morning of July 1llth the 2ndand 3rd platoons with their
respective infantry battalions jumped from a LD at 374775 and
forced an advance against intense resistance to a position at

377768. A severe fire fight at this position was encountered
and both platoons were lost in action amd the infantry was
routed. The ¢gbjective which was the final regimental objective
was not reached. Three tanks burned, 1 tank in tank trap, one
tank hit and disabled.

On July 12th the 1lst platdoon of Company C was ordered to
a road block position 2 miles East of SAINTENY 363780. The
other platoons were in the process of refitting and reorganigation.

On July 13 the second platoon joined the 1lst in road block
positions while the thrid remained in the area for final serv-
icing.

: %n July 1l4th the 3rd platoon moved out to a road block position
at 362768 2 miles East of SAINTENY. No other action was seen
by Company C on the 12, 13 and 1l4th of dJuly.

On the 15th of July Lt. Shields and the Company reassembled
and moved to a battalion bvivouac and rest area at 371797 and
remained at this area refitting, resting and reorganizing through
the 16th of tne month. The company was released from the 83rd
Division at 1400 1l6th of July. Lt. Shields made a reconnaissance
and contacted the CO of the 39th Infantry Regiment in preparation

for essignment to that regiment.
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' Comganx D
CO-1st Lt. gene 4. McDonough
1st Platoon- Lt.Coy O.Parker (1-17-July)

Lt. Anthony A. Demetriou (17-25)
Lt. Thomas J. Hayden (26-31 July)
2nd Platoon- Lt. Elvis E. Jones (1-17 July)
Lt. Keith E. McLean (26-31 July)
3rd Platoon- Lt. Charles G. Beatty
Maint enance Officer- Herbert ¥. Stackhouse

At the battalion assembly areg WSW of CARENTAN on 5 July
the light tank company was attachea to the medium companies,
one platoon to each of A, B and C.

The tactical doctrine dictating this was flank protection
for the medium company as it advanced with the infantry fronm
one hedgerow to another.

In application the theory froved futile and the light
platoons were committed principally in three roles:

l. To keep open the cross country route of coummunication
which during this period was frequently cut by counter attacks
and infilitrating bodies of enemy troops.

2. To protect infantry and regimental and infantry battalion
CP's.

3. As tactical reserves.

Operation of the Company during Phase II are discussed under
the medium companies.

Service Company

CO- Captain Raymond E. Carlson

Bn. Maintenance Officer- Wm. P. Kennedy,Captain.

Bn. Transportation O0fficer-2nd Lt.James T.Hill.

Co. Maintenance Officer-2nd Lt.Adrian W.
Buckingham.

The battalion assembly area WBW of CARENTAN was used by
Service Company as an operating base from S July to 15 July, when
it moved to the battalion biveuac at (371797).

During this phase operations of the company were particularly
hazardous due to the strength of enemy resistance and his fregquent
counter attacks. The company operated from its base to the Utah
beachhead and forward to the tank company CP's. Re-supply and
vehicle evacuation were continous throughout the period. Very
great expenditure of ammunition during the phase taxed the re-
supply facilities to the fullest. )

The heavy vehicular losses placed an additional strain on
the Battalion Maintenance Section. BEvacuation of tanks and vehicles
was accomplished under fire even in rear areas because of the
continous and heavy shelling to whicpthe entire battalion
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was subjected.
Truck drivers, mechanics, cooks, all personnel of
- the service echelons, were utilized to the fullest.

Phase IIX
(16 through 28 July)

On the 16th the battalion was attached to the Ninth
Infantry Division. The battalion CO was able to secure a
24 hour delay in order to complete the company reorganiz-
ation. The battalion was committed to the lines on the 17th,
the medium companies A, B and C joining the 47th, 60th and
39th Infantry Regiments respectively.

Company D was not committed, but became instead a

training and local replacement pool for the medium tenk

personnel.

Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters
Company '

Headquarters Company's Assault Gun Platoon and Mortar
Platoon were not committed, there being no opportunity for
their employment. To assist the operation of the medium
companies, the Headquarters Company Reconnalssance Platoon
was attached to the medium companies and one squad with 1/4
ton truck to each company. Actuasl reconnaissance was limited;
the missions of the reconnaissance squads were chiefly liaison
between tank platoons and the compand commanding officer.

On the night of the 17th the advance battalion CP had
moved to §439740), the bulk of the CP installation remaining
at (371797). On the 18th the advance CP moved just east of
the "Bois due Hommet™ at (424733). This large wooded area
was then in use by elements of the 3rd Armored Division, wait-
ing for our seigure of sufficient ground and road nets to
facilitate the impending breakthrough.

Prom this position the advance CP supervised operations
of the battalion through the 25th, or the first day of the
breakthrough, after which it moved to the vicinity of “Hell's
Crossroads”, at (403704).  The crossroads in question (402709)
was the center of vehicular traffic to and from the front during
this period. As a consequence it was subjected to constant
and heavy enemy interdictory and barrage shell fire.

Headquarters Company, Company D, Service Company, and
the remainedr of Battalion Headquarters joined the advance COP°
at this new location on the 27th, moving from their position at
(412757) from which they had operated since the 19th.

On the 29th the entire group moved out to a refitting

area at (400600) SE of MARIGNY, the line companies joining
the column en route.
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Oompanx A

' On the afternoon of the 17th the company left the batt-
alion bivouac at (371797) and marched by wa¥ of Tribehou (3974)
to make contact with the 47th Regiment of the 9th Division,
along a line 418701-433699. The company base of supplies was
eatablished at 428728 near the 47th Regimental CP. The platoons
moved directly to their respective infantry battalionssfrom
the route march.

The platoons had little activity on the 17th, On the 18th
the first and third platoons supported the first and third
battalions of the 47th toward the PERIERS-ST. LO main highway
against very stubborn resistance.,

By the close of the 18th, the first platoon had reached
positions at 423683 with the third platoon 400 yards on its
left flank, and abreast. The lst ballalion with its first
platoon tanks was then placed in reserve, the tank platoons
taking road block positions in an area at 422692.

On the 17th the third platoon reached a position at 425677
after which it was placed in mobile reserve at 430693 which
it did4 until the 23rd when iteahifted to the lst platoon
reserve positions in order to simplify the movement of the
vehicles. During the evening of the 18th, Tech. Sergeant
Saffield and T/4 Young were SWA and evacuated as a result of

mortar fire and while working on the 3rd platoon tanks.

Meanwhile the 2nd platoon on the 18th and 189th occupied
reserve positions at 409695. PFrom the 20th to the 24th the
platoon alternated poaitions ia holding front line positions
with the second battalion, 47th, which during the last three
days of the phase was the only infantry battalion of the
regiment committed to the line. Repeated counter attacks
from enemy positions just south of the PERIERS-ST. LO road,res-
ulted in peraonnel and vehicular losses.

On the 218t of July two tankas were knocked out by AT Zfire.
As a replacement for one of them the 105MM assault gun was
placed in the defensive position only to be knocked out by
artillery, seriously wounding the commander, Sergeant C.S.Jones.
The gun started to burn in the interior. Pfoc M.N. Martin,
loader, jumped back in the tank, then under heavy ensmy fime,
and threw out the buming equipment, waste,eto., thus saving
thé vehicle which was evacuated under its own power after dark.

The effort of the Division in this phase was to secure suit-
able ground from which an armored attack could be launched.Road
nets were essential andthe enemy's stubborn hold on ®h PERIERS-
ST. L0 road indicated only- too well his knowledge of our needs.
Therefore the great air attack of July 25th on the enemy position,
followed by grtillery and ocombined tank-infantry assaults was
planned by all units during the time of ths 20th to 24th,days
which were wet and cloudy giving the Air Corps no assistanco

and further hampering the movement on ground.
30
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Aso from the 20 to 24th a new device was developed and
ingtalled on the final drives of tanks to permit them to plow
through hedgerows without the need of their TNT or dozer tanks.
These devices were know As "Clippers" or "hedge cutters",consist-
ing of sharp, pointed 8" angle irons welded to the tank. These
cli_ pers when made of suitable stell would not bend or break
and later proved invaulable. The ones initially installed on
the company tanks, however, were of inferior metal, many of
them lasted only a day and all of them were gons within 3 days.
However, they served their purpose and achieved surprise as
well as effective penetration of the hedge rows as long as they
lasted. : '

The break through was expected to carry the regimental
CT's far inland and the matter of supply of the platoons
appeared difficult. The company CO arranged for additional
basic loads of ammunition as well as increased stocks of
gasol ine and o0il to be carried with the infantry battalion
trains. Cne additicnal truck from the tank battalion Service
Company was obtained to supplement the transport. The organic
transport of the T.D. platoons also serve to carry some tank
supplies.

All details were completed by the close of the 23rd. There-
af ter. , weather was the only consideration. On the 24th the
weather looked favorable and the air attack started at 1300
but had to be called off, due to the sudden appearance of
clouds. Two waves of planes passed over the company positions
and turned back after Jjettisoning their bombs.

ol In the late morning of the 25th the weather cleared and
the air attack commenced. 2700 planes, the majority of them 4
engine bombers participated. Flying at mediium altitide of
7500 feet, the high level bombers went over in waves of 24 to
36 using the PERIERS- 8T. 10 read supplemented by artillery,
smoke and their own smoke markers as a bomb line.

Some of the sticks fellshort, were behind the lines of
withdrawn troops, and a considerable number of tank men and
infantry troops were wounded or killed.

In the 3rd platoon position, 2nd Lt. Campbell, platoon lead-
er, was SWA by theshort bombs and died of his wounds. S/8gt.
Gezon, platoon sergeant, took over the platoon during ¢h¢ air
attaock. Artillery and morter fires were placed on the previously
occupied troop positions to prevent the enemy from hugging our
lines and eascaping the bombardment. Following the air attack
a 20 minute artillery concentration was laid down as our troops
pushed off. In spite of the bombing the enemy to our immediate
front put up stiff resistance. The company in support of the
47th succeeded in reaching positions at 395660 by the close of
the day. The 60th infantry onthe right of the mein road to
MARIGNY was having serious trouble. The 3rd platoon under Sgt.
Gezon was temporarily attached to the 60th Infantry and pushed
on the night of the 25th south and west to position at 386662,

vicinity of MONTREUIL.
On the 26th the 3rd platoon continued to support the 60th,

3/

i



Ve

© N\
\

West to 373668 West of LOZON. The 1lst and 2nd pletoons made
little headqay against stiff opposition and with the 1lst and
2nd battalions were infiltrated back to positions near the
PERIERS- ST. LO road et 387677 and 391682, respectively, the
1st platoon blocking the road from PERIERS.

The change in the right sector was made to permit room
for the operation of the Armored Division through to MARIGNY
and the road nets to the South thereof.

The 1lst end 2nd platoons remained in position through
the 27th and 28th alert to receive notice to relieve the 60th
Infantry. Onthe 27th the 3rd pletoon was relieved of the 60th
and took assembly positions at 390663 and remained through the
28th.

During the nights of the 27th and 28th, the usual enemy
air activity was present in the sector except that his presence
wes felt a bit more. AP bombs dropped inthe 47th Regimental
CP area, riddled the tank company CO's peep tires,CP fly and
shelter half. All personnel, however, wereat least two feet
under ground and escaped injury. '

Company B

, Following his reconnaissance on the 16th, Captain Pay on
the 17th moved his company to join the 60th Infantry Regiment,
of the 9th Infantry Division, then operating on the division
right flank west of the CARENTAN- MARIGNY highway.

By the close of the 17th the platoons had joined the
infantry battalions vicinity (400695). The following day the
company moved to the MIR and esteblished the tanks as pill-
boxes to provide covering fire for the advance of theinfantry.
This proved successful and by the close of the 18th the tanks
had moved forward to the position with the infantry vicinity
(403687). The seme tactics were emplgged on the 19th to assist
the infantry to advance positions vicinity (400680),againt
agelinst heavy resistance. )

The 20th found the company in defensive positions as for
the 19th. Ko offensive action was undertaken, but a strong
enemy counter attack on the 20th was repulsed.

As in the case of Company A, the period 20-24 July was
devoted to preparation for the break through. Company B's
tanks were pulled out a few at a time and taken to Battalion
Mai nt enance for the installation of "hedge clippers™ which were
to play an important part in the ensuing attacks.

On the 25th, following the great air bombardment described
in the Company A account, Company B jumped off in support of
the 60th Infantry and against heavy resistance in spite of
the bombing, broke across the PERIBR8- ST.LO road on a wide
front of approximately 800 yards to take LE MESNIL-EURY and
ground flanking it on the 25th and 26th. (See map attached).
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On the 27th the company supported the 60th Infantry in a
drive toward the high-*ground to the west in the direction
of PERIERS, taking LOZON and reaching positions along a K-8
grid line 375. (See map).

On the 28th the Company was relieved from the lines and
went into a company bivouac at (401672), there remaining on
alert for attachment to the 3rd Armored Division. This
alert was dlscontinued by the close of the 28th and the comp-
any prepared to move with the battalion to a refitting area.

C_Company

July 17th Company C with other combat ehelons moved to
join the 9th Infantry Division in the vicinity of Tribehou
at 1830 this date.

On July 18 Company C joined the 39th Infantry Regiment

and the platoons moved out with the infantry into position.
The 1lst platoon took up a defensive position 1000 yards W
of AMIGNY at approximately 428678. The 2nd platoon was
given road block missions 3 miles SW of ESGLANDES at 420668.
No action was seen. The 3rd platoon was in regimental res-
serve at ESGLANDES.

July 19th the lst platoon jumped off in an attack from
430680 axni advanced 200 yards against the enemy. The 2nd
platoon remsined in position at road block 3 miles SW of
ESGLANDES. The 3rd platoon remains in regimental reserv
at ESGLANDES. : :

July 20th the lst platoon moved to a more advantageous
position for defense against possidble counter attack by
enemy armor. The 1lst platoon was relieved by 1300 dy the
3rd platoon and moved te ESGLANDES to bivouac. The 3rd
platoon then took over the same defensive positions. The
2nd platoon is still holding road block at 420668.

July 2lst the 3rd platoon andthe 3rd battalion, 39th regi-
ment , move up to position formerly held by the 2nd platoon
and establish road blocks 3 miles 8 of BSGLANDES. o action
was seen by the platoon on this date.

July 22 and 23 all positions are static with the platoons
in defensive positions with their battalions. No action any-

where in gone during this periodof time. Time spent on alerts,:

maintenance and resting while in position.

July 24 the platoons and infantry pulled back to a prev-
iously established safety gone in anticipation of mass bomb-
ings at 1300. Adverse weather conditions forcedair activity
out and the units held their positions for the day.

On July 25th the mass concentration of bombs irom medium
and heavy bombers began at 1030 and was followed by a very
intense oconcentration of artillery fire for twenty minutes.
During this time Company C remained at the jump off position
with the 39th Infantxry Regiment. The platoons were with their
battalions and in position at 422672 to 434668.

A "H" hour the company Jjumped with battalions and platoons
abreast into the "breakthrough" area. The 3rd platoon under"

Lt. Parker attempted to cross the Terreite river but found it
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impassable so he swung back to the right of the river and
proceeded across country. .The let and 2nd platoons turned SE
down the PERIERS- ST. IO road and then turned right and

acrose country. The 1lst and 2nd platoons were on the Mt flank
of the Division Zone. All platoons met heavy resistance

in the attack but fo t through to the town and moved SW of

la Chapelle in Juger (408648). Here they skirted to the

left of the town and moved SW to approximately 387646. At this
point they set up a defense position for the night in anticipat-
ion of possible counter attacks. Heavy shelling was received
during the attack and thenight.

26 July found the 1lst platoon jumping off in a new attack
at 0500 and drove to a new position approximately 1000 yards
No of POTIGNY. Here they set up a defensive position. The 2nd
and 3rd platoons followed the advance and as their battalions
took the ground S and SW they set up sections as road blocks.
The second platoon moved with the 3rd battalion to a position
1/2 mile SW of LA JAMINIERE and set up road blocks 348628 as
defense for that locality.. '

The 3rd platoon moved to & point NW of MARIGNY on the
MARIGKY- CARENTAK road and set up a road block (386620) in
support of the infantry. The 2nd and 3rd platoons patrolled
8 to the MARIGNY- ST SAUVIEUR-LENDELIN road to cut enemy comm-
unication, but with only one section wilethe remaining section
held the road blocks. ‘

On the 27th of July the platoons held their respective defense
and road block positions but sent out patrols of sections on the
main roads, to sever communicationsand guard against possible
enemy armored couney attacks. No heavy fighting was encountered
or counter attacks made on the positions.

The pletoons moved to an assembly area for C and A Companies
on July 28. There they reorganiged for the contemplated battal-
ion march to a rest area. The company assembly was 3/4 mile NB
of POTIGNY (390645). C Company relieved from 39th Regiment this
date and reverted to battalion control.

Service Company

Again during this phase of July all elements of Service
Company were taxed heavily.

Supply

The transportatiorn platoorn was heavily involved in the
transport of supplies of all classes from army dumps at the
beachheads to theusing companies at the front. Although the
expending coikbat companies were relatively close together, .
the tremendous expenditure of ammunition and gas caused by
the heavy operaticns kept the supply echelons continually
busy under intermittent shelling which interdicted routes of
communtation. -

Maintenance and Evacuation
The July 1-4 refittal was not all that could be desired,and

as a consequence the July operations took a heavy mahanical toll
which drew heavily on the facilities of both companyg and
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battalion maintenance. Tanks and vehicles were repeatedly
repaired under fire. The installation of the "hedge clippers"
required considerable ingenuity to maintain their secrecy

and to accomplish their fitting without wakening appreciably
the tank defense inthe lines during the period 21-24 July.

Phase I1IV.
(29 through 21 July)

Although the battalion remained attached to the 9th
Infantry Division it moved on 29 July to a refitting area

SE of MARIGRY vicinity (400600).
In this assembly area tanks and wheeled vehicles were

repaired to the extent of existing facilities; ordnance
checks were conducted and repeairs made, and individual
clothing and equipment shortages reported and partially

corrected.
The Battalion secured a film projector and motion pict-

ures were shown in the loft of a barn.

On the 318t the battalion was placed on a 3 hour alert
to rejoin the 9th Infantry Division. The alert did not
materialige until 1 August.

Major, / CAvalry,
Unit Hiatgrian.
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ANNEX IX

LOSEBES IN ACTION

Campbell, Joseph F., . &l Lt
Nadden, Howard H., ro.'im'-c .
Bahnken, Andrew ¥, Tee 5 -
Gareia, Leemel (& %
m,’ ®
Moore, Paml B., . Tec §
Bardy, Jr., ¥illiem B., 8gt
o100, Bverett L., Opl
Sohlaffo, Garmine 3., Pvt:
Skinner, Jeo P (I.0.), Pfe
Walter, Ea&wia 0., . Pt
Bikerski, John Ly, Pvt
@Gibsen, James B, Pvt
Curcione, Jerry 3;. Lo
Bavis, 0:;;’;, . Pfo
mt.. J .0.. h. 5
James, ¥illiam A., Pvt
. Ray ﬁnr{.lo' Pvt
Reel, Walter {mMI), Pt
Z1llner, Williem ¥., gr
Gustafsen, Rey O., (]
derfin, ¥illiem D., Pvt’
Narino, Jeseph (-il. Pri
!hn.km#%umn.nnha;

'] ® . . -

. L., vt
ot _.kwujq'_ Eg

.m. M’ o

Suith, Jr., Geerge L., DPvt
nmwundh.ngmnh.mn
Nertes, Daniel J., Pre
Os Panl Be B/8gt
An » Poter P,, Sgt
Amatuty, "} Do, Prt
Albertsen, Jaok L., Bgt
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1 July 1944
31 July 1944
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- BVA 10 Jul 44
8YA 10 Juldh
KIA 16 Jul
LIA 17 Jul
SYA 25 Jul
. SVMA 2 Jul
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ol1zre, ’Franois ) 3
Ooleman, Vineent i.
Braper, Viliiam J.
@itles, David (mS.
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mu-a. e ivin .,
Buckabee, Joseph B.,
Jehnston, Harold B.,
m.". n‘x ... :rt.
leenard, Vayne G,
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m.. Ml” i..
1{0 James K, ,
Vuo nm-u Jey

Nayes, Jn-u B ,
Raines, ohan.:'n.
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" J’ohn Hey dBoy ]
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Hanter, Fred L-
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Annex II Losses in Action

1 Jul 44 to 31 Jul A4 (Cont'd)

Larile, glbert 8.,
Williams, Andrew M.,
Weathers, Wiliiam R.,
Karpinski, Louis (NNMI),
Demmitt, Carl He, ‘
Harris, Richard L.,
S8ims, Cecil (NMI), Jr.,
Bird, Berbert L.,
Coohran, Ernest E.,
Griffin, Chester (KNI),
Herbold, Roland J.,
Jones, John P.,
Kubaska, Edward 7.,
MoKibbin, Gayle E.,
Meshe, Joseph A.,

&u. nicml J..
Bodetka, Theodore Je.,
&‘o‘n. '1111‘- J.’ Jr..
Burke, William J.,
01"’. Jm. r..
Conant, Charles A.,
Gook, Middletoen R.,
Oreei, William N.,
Orofford, Jarrelli B.,
H11l, Brnest (NMI),
Jines, Ralph W., .

erﬁn. w@h l..

Ragen, Harley (NNMI),

Re o Martin E.,
Reistroffer, lLeRoy Je,
Steinbruegge, Robert J.,
Stetter, Frank Pe,
Barker, Roland s,
H‘-OM’ 'l.lll. nO'
Horton, Tom (NNI),
MoIntosh, Ovie (MMI),

Sgt
8gt
Pvt

Pvt
) 22 )
Pyt
Tec
Tec
Pyt
Teo
Pyt
Pyt
Pvt
Pvt
opl
Teo
Pvt
Cpl
Teo
Preo

Tes 5

Pvt
PLo

Seabrook, Franklin P. III,%;;

Sutten, Lowell J.,
'orkl, Elton B. Py
Asher, Wiley (NMI),

Pvt
Pyt

Royston, Jre., Thomas P., Pvi

Yhitten, James O,

Pto

L L
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8VA
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HEADQARTERS 746TH TANK BATTALION e orasd

AFO #230 Us Se ARMY. o
; 1 v b
J 5 September 194k

SURJECT: Action Against Enemy, Reports After/After Action Reports.

TO ¢ The Adjutant General, Washington De C., '
(Through - The CG, VII Corps, AFO #307, Ue Se Amy).

le In campiance with paragraph 10, AR 345-105, as changed by changes #3,
the following report is submitted for 74th Tank Battalion, for August 1944

be

o

Be

ORIGINAL UNIT: 746th Tank Battalion.
CHANGsS IN ORGANIZATION:

1l August - 11 August, Assigned to First Us. S. Amy, Attached te 9th
Infantry Division.

1l August - 17 August, Assigned to First U. S. Army.

17 August - 31 August, Assigned to First U, S. Army, Attached to 9th
Infantry Division.

STEENGTH: 1 August _37 Officers _3  Warrant Off _668 EM
31 August 2 Ofﬁoers 3 __Warrant Off EO BM ‘
Net Increas

STATIONS: 1 August to 4 August = Vic, LA PAGERIE.
4 August to 6 August = Vie, STE CECILE.
6 August to 9 August - Vie, ST AUBIN-IES BOIS.
9 August to 18 August - Vie, ST POIS.
18 August to 21 August = Vie, COUPTRAIN,

-\n\
— '/m-éf?q
1

21 August to 24 August - Vic, MORTAGNE.

24 August to 25 August - Vic, LA FERT«-~VIDAME.
25 Angust to 27 August = Vic, BRUYERES LE CHATEL.
27 mgust to 28 August - Vic, MOULIGNON.

28 August to 29 August - Vic, CQULOMKI:R>,

29 mgust to 30 August - Vic, BELINAU WOOIS.

30 August to 31 August - ¥ic, BRAINE,

MARCHES: Not applicable,

CAMPAIGNS ¢
(1) Name of: Operations in N. E. France.
(2) Duration: 1 August to 31 August 194k
(3) Purpose: To drive enemy out of N. E. Prance.

(4) Auathority ordering: V]I Corps.

BATTIES: See Amnex #1. %/ .
0 r4
COMMANDING OFFICER IN IMPORTANT NG izt =NES 2 J
1 August to 31 August 1944 - Lte Col. Clarence G. Hupfer. .
/

N
-1l = Y



ie 1O0SSES_IN ACTICN: See Annex #2,

Je FOMER AND PRESENT MEMBERS WHO HAVE DISTINGUISHED THEMSELVES

IN_ACYIDN:

NAME | RANK
Martin, Milton . Pfce
Bonson, raul Ce Pvt.

ke YHOTOGRAPHS: None.

1l Incls,
Amex 1
Annex 2
Unit Joumal
Vehicle losses
GO #32, Lth Conv. Hosp. (Par. 37).
GO #<6, 4th Conv. Hosp. (Par. 2),
GO #26, Lth Conv. Hosp. (Par. 47).
GO #34, Lth Conv, Hosp., (Par. 5)e
GO #29, Hq v corpse
GO #34, 8nd Airborne uiv.
GO #50, Hq VII Corps.

COMPANY RECOMMENIED FOR
HAN Silver Star
Hq. Silver Star

(%m

u. colo,

‘g
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319.1/401 (a'5) lst Ind. Frr/ 53/ fw
(5 Sept/44)

FEADLUAKRERS 6Th ARLURED GROUF, A.r.o., # 230, . 5. aray,

10tt. septemosr, 1944:

s Ihe Adjutant General, washington D.C.,

(Throu~h - The Commanding (teneral, VII Corps, &L
507, U. 5. Army.

Por the Communcing Officer:

- \" - ¢ /.
ol 1= RUSSRT o, g1,
- ~ . i : g ) . N
! . ajor (Cav) arma Comd
" Arma Section.

19,1 2¢ Ind K

eD USRT RS VIL oS, aJF.0. 307, U.3. irmy,

adiutarnt Cenceral, wasainston, D,C. (DeiU: oooasacdin, seoclas, rorst
Ay, a.Foo. 236, ULLS. srimyj.

; dALAi .V

11 Inc.s: - n/c

ne
.S,

[T
r~;
.
[

N /|", ~ - \ \\ “
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HEADQUARTERS 746TB TANK BATTALIOK
APO 409 U. S. ARNY,

23 July 1945.

SUBJRCT:

To ]

Unit History, August 1944.

The Adjutant Gmm, Vashington, D, C.
(Thmdu Theater Historian, USFET,APO 88Y,U.S.Army).
l. In compliance with

; ph 2, AR 345-10%, the
following report is sudmitted for 46th Tank Battalion, for
August, 1944:

a. Original Unit,

(1) Dnimfien—‘"ﬁth ruk Battalien

(2) Date of Organisation- 20 August 1942. -
(3) Place of Organisation-Camp Rnokor.‘unbm'

~
 (4) Authority for Organisation-G0, HQ Armared ~
- Poros, Port Knox, Kentuoky. ~

(S) Sources from which personnel was obtained-
Officers from 760 and T0th Tk Bns and 0OCS.

EX froa 70& Tk Bn and Recepsitm: Stations.
b. Ohanges in Organisation.

1-11 A S, Aseigmned to Pirst U.S.Army
attached to 9tk Infantty Divieion. ’

"] CLANGED TOs

11«17 August,Assigned to Firet U.S.Army.

'n .
5
- |
3
:
o

17=-31 August, Assigned to Piret U.8. Army
attached to ‘ﬁ try Divieion, ’

R Stnmh-cmiuiml and BEnlisted-
(1) At beginning of period. Off37 W03 EM g!g
(2) At end of pertod. 038 WO3 BN 690
(3) Bet increase during me. Off ) WOQ BM_ 22

CLASSIFICATIO

ele p O%CLA\‘

R I -
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Indl.

4.

L.

&
h.

i.

-

de

Stations= 1 August -1l Angu't «-Vio,LA PAGERIE,
4 August- 6 August- Vio,STB CECILE.
- 6 August— 9 August~ Vie,8T AUBIN-DES BCIS.

9 August-~ 18 August~ Vie o« POIS.
‘18 August=21 August- Yio: :gU?!RAIl.

21 August-24 August- Vio, MORTAGHNE.
24 August-2% August~ Vie, LA FPERTE-VIDAUE,
85 August-27 August- Vig, BRUYERES LR CHATEL.
27 iugust-28 Auguste uc. NOULIGKON!
28 August~29 August- Vic, COULOMMITES,
29 An;n-toso August~ Vig, BELLEAU WOODS.
30 August-31 An¢n-t~ Vie, BRAINR.
Inrcho.-ﬂco Bat:le Roport ]
Oa-puigna- o
(1) Bame of- Uperations in NR Pranocs.
(2) Durstion- 1 Augus$ to 31 August 1944.
(3) Purpose-~To 4drive enemy out of EW Prance.
(4) Authroity Ordering- VII Corps.
Battles~ 3ee Battle Repors,

Commsnding Officer im Important Engagesents:
Lieutenant Colonel CLARENCE @, BUPFER,

Lostes in Aotion~8ee Angex I and I1.

Present and former mesbers ‘who have tilttl.ninhod -
thembelves in aotlcll C

Xeme Bk gompeny Racommended Por

NMartin, Nilton ¥, Pfe. “ege . Bilver Btar
Benson, Peml C. Pvs. Rq. Silver Star.

k.

Annex I
Annex Il

Photo;r'ph. ot important scenes or evemts: lono.
' lbr the Oo-nndxac ofres

Ty
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UNIT EISTCRY-BATTLE REPORT

The "breakthrough" between S? LO and PERIERS in the
latter part of July 1944 was followed by a period of exploit-
ation and pursuit which occupied the entire month of August.

Generally August was broken into two major operaiions:

l. Exploitation of the breach of the enemy defenses
South and Eas% of VILLEDIEU les POELES (3830).This
overation occupied half the month and was character-
ized by stiff opposition and a major enemy oounter
sttack developed toward relief of the enemy garrisoa
at Avranches.

2. Complete brealkdown of enemy defenses and pursuit to
the East and NE whioch occupied the latter half of
the month.

From the Battalion standpoint three distinct phases of

operation developed during the month:

PHAGE I~ 1 through 10 August— Support of the 9th Inf-

: antry Divieion in the envliopement of the enemy
left flank and exploitation of the breakthrough
of gég defenses South and RBast of VILLEDIEU les
¥CE . '

PHASE Il~ 11 through 17 Augu.t-nattalion refitting period
vieinity ST. POIS (4824).

PHeSE 1iI- 18 through 31 August=Suppert of the 9th Inf-
antry Division in pursuit of the eaemy to the
East across the Seine, Marne and Alsne Rivers
and approach to the Belgian border.

PHASE 1
(1 «10 August)

| Battelion Hepdquarters

Lt. Col. OLARERCE G, HUPFER, Cosmandinge
Major LYNE M, iBAPTS, Exeeutive Officer.
Captain LOVEAIRE A, NEDGES, 8-3, .
Captain RICHARD H. LANGSTON, S-2+

l1st Lt. OHARLES N, LAE?S, 8-1.
1st Lt. JOHN L, DUDLEY IfI, Ikisen Officer.
Captain JOHN XLOOSTERMAN, Commmnication Officer,
Captain ROBZET A, HAMILZON, 8-4.

WOJ@ PAUL W, FIENRY, Personnel Officer.
W0JG Olaf B. Becker, Ass'S, 85«4, _

.o le -
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Headquarters Company

CO=— Captain THOMAS B, HOSHALL, JK.
Reconnai ssance Flatoon-lst Lt. LOUTZ L. GAGE.
Mortar Platoon-~ 2nd Lt. ROBERT M, POLEY,

Pollowing a 2Y2 day reorganisation SE of MARIGNY during :
29«31 July, the battalion moved on 1 August to rejoin the
9th Infantry Division in its assembly areas in the general
vioinity of MAUPERTIUS (414%5) preparatory to the execution
of an order to envelope the enemy's left flank and to expladt
the dreak of his defenses in the VILLEUIEU les FOELES area.
The Battalion CP, Headquarters Company (-), D Company
and Servioce Coﬁpani aoved to their new area at (37647S5)
vioinisy La PAGERIE,closing «t 2100 on the lst, remaining
through the 3rd. Heconnaissance elements of Headquurters
Coapany were not with the unit, having moved with the
Nediums Companies (one squad per oonpgny)‘tor the pur; ose
of providing additional liasison and reconnaissance facilities.
The 105am Assault Guns, one from each of A,B and C Companies
had joined the Batt:lion Assamnlt Gun Flatoon at MAKIGKY and
made the march as & unit with Headquirters Coapany prepsra-
tory to joining the 34th PA Bn as an artillery battery.
On the 2nd the Assaxlt Gun Platoon under Captain Hichard L.
ston joined the 354th PY Bn and moved to firing positions
at 370407) vwest of PERCY. These positions were held through
the 35rd with no missions fired. Through successive moves
to (422320) oocupied 4~6 Augist and (490275) ocoupied 7-9
Auguet, the Aesault Gun Platoon suprlemented the fires of
the 34th PA Bn in general support of the 9th Infantry Livieion.
On the 4th the Bn CP and residue moved to the new CI area
at (409321) SE of VILLEDIEU les POELES where it supervised
the dbattalion operations through part of the Sth, =moving
again on the Sth to (455308),vicinity ST AUBIN DES BOIS,
remaining through most of the 9th. i.te on the 9th the batt-
slion CP and residue moved to (490237). This loration sub-
sesquently became the rest area for the ertire battalion.

A Company

CO Captain BUGENE M. MoDOKOUGE

ist Platoon~lst Lt. CLYIDE E., TAKKER

2nd Platoon=lst Lt. HUGH J.M.JONES _

Sré Platoon~lst Lt. WILLIAN W, WOUDS
Maintenance Officer- lst Lt. HENRY D, WALDING

P9llowing the battalion reorganisation at MARIGNY, 29-31
July4 A Company assembled in the afternnon of 1 August at
3854‘0 in the vieinity of LE VENTERIE after rejoining the
47th Regiment of the 9th Infantry Division. '



" lst and 2nd platooms attacked froa

On the morning of the 2nd the platoons joined their
respective battalions of the 47th and marehed South of
PERCY (4141) against light resistance until they approached
the hill masses and the main highway leading NE of VILLEDIEU
les POELES. During the afternoon and ht of the 2nd the

J ong vicinity the

cross roads at (4003571) to make limited pm to the SE
against the hill and highway defenses. During the maneuver
extensive mine fields and boobg -4raps were encount ered in
the village of LA COLOMBE (4138)

On the night of 2-3 Awgns$, pupmtory to an early
aorning 1 ng attack from the Vest again:st the hill defenses
the 3rd Platoon with the 3xd Bpttalicn, 47th Regiment moved
into the 4th Infantry Divisioa sone -n& at 0800 houre on the
Srd attacked from positioms vieinty (397354). This movement
coordinated with a frontal attsck the 1lst and 2nd platoons

“with the lst and 2nd l‘ttmm.l?t Infuntry,uourod the

hill odjeetive huno
The lst and fouond by she 374 platoon in reserve,
hed om quut -ohuto to heavy resistance and suoceeded
the close of ¢ anl in estabdblishing positions South of
min VILL!DI!U- IRE roed.

The final odjective of the 47th was a portion of the

Division objective on the high ground S000 yards MW of MORTAIN, -

and on the important left flank of the {th Divisionjobjective,
the important communieations center at CHEREKCEK le SSBL (3517).

om 4 % and dal )y thereafter as the Company, vith the
4Ttk assml sucoessive odjectives toward the final objoctin.
resistance v .tronga with an insreasing mumber of tank
elements 8P guns employed. The terrain had opened up
with such needed visibdility inoreased; hedgerows were reduced
in mamber alt 20t eliminated. m- kewise favored the
defender who resisted stubdoraly from the umrouingly billy
and torrun.

By stiff resistance on the high 4 along

4thoninm¢tm 2 FOIS_to GATHRMO was droken at ST MIOMEL

de MONTJOIR (5223) and the 2nd platoon vun the 2nd battalion
2oved %0 the viainisy of L R1B 5210) ut met
severe fire from the lnr ground ot PERIER ea UFIOR “asuo)
flanking fire She heights South of GATH
The 2nd htoon held {ts positions, unable to advanoce,
untdl 10 ngut whea it pu into PXRIER en BEAUFICE after

t:: b o ¥ x nn M'::u unc:.o" n:tu‘g- of tho‘n:.
platesa un-. an Regizen
muu vlﬁ ;“ the €0%h Infentry om tho left



B _Company

CO~ Captain ASHER K, PAY

lst Platoon- 2nd Lt. THOMAS J, HAYDEN

2nd Platoon-'2nd Lt. Keith E. MoLEAN

34 Platoon- 2nd Lt. K§ M. STUBBLEFIELD
Mainternance Cfficer-lst Lt. WM, H. CARTER.

B Conm nn assembled on the lst August in the vioinity
of MAUPEKTINS (4145%) zroparatory to rejoining the 60th Inf-
:2Iryzgogi-ont folloving the bnttalion reorganisation of -

y'“ho 60th was on the left flank of the Division Zone and
on 2 Augnst attacked abreast with the 47th oa its right,
meeting light resistance until it approached the hill mass.

1000 yerds East of LA COLOMBE and along the VILLEDIEU les

PUELES-POMPAROY road. There, strong enemy defenses halted

all platoon. and the Infentry. Defensive positions for the

night of ‘2 August were dug into the forward slope of the

Obj.ctl-”o

The defenses were drokea on the morning of the 5rd and
the Company with the Infantiry advanced 8B against moderate
resistance until stro x.?.!n“t““. along the railroad just
North of the main VI VIRE roed halted the attack
nlong s line 4T74316-487324.

he-railrosd and highway defenses were broken on the
4tk and attaok shrough the successive objectives resumed
toward the road nets running 8W from GATHEND to the commumi-
cation center at CHEERNCE le ROUSELL (msee A CGompany sccount
for desoription of Divigional objectives).

In the attack on the 44h strong resigtanee wes met in
the "Poret de 8t. 8070:'. a large &efended tov.ot South ot
8% SEYBR CALVADOS,

' Attacking shrocugh thc woodland on the 4th snd Sth :he

. . 0 ;firgng.ortol the Infantry ..ain.i and into the towma

of BOUIT (%426) onxy to de. throwa out on the.
evening of the Jth %o night positiona I of the towa.

, Resuming the attack on the 6th, the 2Ind platoon with the
2nd dassalion, COth Infantzy, passed Shrough tho s l‘toon.
retock CAMP 4u BOUIZ and fi‘ll" forward sgal -t&:‘tl*

- inereasi xooiotaneo antil -tdppod ou thc ’gt of ihn il

by very stramg eppesition along the

: ingidentally Wi
: mtcr.'a::a‘:k ll“ co-p“ w? trau m :.-"'31

platoons wish Aheir 000 yarde to the West and :
ou 1y Somtl of GAT -{!L.'!'&, . defennive ;uium
%. - These positions wame 1. , Aan dhe. Ok &ntpt
advances to more favorsble Cm xyg!;;_
a4 platoon with the 2nd da ili‘l_i‘ lll o
-ltlt 1- emjunction with the Jrd Wt ,
ng fire hnldl lp the ﬂnl




C Company

Ciw 18t Lt. JAMES K, cHICLDS

l1st Tlatocn-2nd Lt. COY 0. FAKKER
2nd leatoor-2nd Lt. LEW1S E. HUDSON
3rd Tlstoun-2nd Lt. DAVID LERESTEIN

Followirng the reorganisation period of 29-31 July,
C Compeny Joinei <he 39th infantry legiment,9th Liviasion
1 reverve on .ugust 1 at (40T7407) SW of PE&C!, where 1t
renmained through the 3rd of August, -

‘n 4 ;ugust the 359th was attached to the lst Division
with « mission of attacking the 9th Dlvision objective from
tre flunk und rewr or from the SW in an effort to diolodg.
tho eunemy from the heights between GATHEMY (%923 ) CHELELCB
le H6U.TLL (5317) and M. KTALR (5810). ‘

Accordingly on the afterncon of the 4th, C Company
topather with the 39th ECT {MTZID) moved South and then
Tust to assembly positicns on the night of 4-5 August in the
vicinity of JUVIGNE le 1:ikTiB (%214). On 8 August the LCT
w.th C Comuary attacked North and by the close of day had
secured the village of LE MiSKIL-TOVE (5216) against very
strong opposition,

Cn the 6th augeinst bitter oppesition, the x. T had
cleared the communicution center of CHEishCE le KUUSELL (5317)
afrer & ccstly elvance of 1< yards. The CT was then given a
new mission to the East and on 7 August advanced another 1CCQ
yurds agairest bitter oprosition. Their attaock,was halted, how-
ever, by a strong armored counter attack which developed in
the night snd morning of 6-7 August from SOURDEVAL (6C18) and
YOr2AIR (5817) snd launched to the West, evidently intended
for the relief of the AVHKALCHES garrison. A strong contingent
of this force, seeking the rosd net JUVIGHNY le TETLE-LE WUSNEL-
T.V3 and CHEREACL le hOUSELL, ceme into the rear areas of the
39th #CT. 4 diversion of other foroces to meet this threat
permitted the 39th RCT to resume its attaock tc the East. There
it net savage ocounier attacks which were oontgingd and by 8
‘huguet all plutoons had pushed astride the CHIR¥NCE le HUUSELL-
MULPAIN road to positione alomg the line $51157-56C168 which
wera held aguinst very strong attack through 11 August whea
the Company joired the Eattalion in bivouao at 8% POI8. (See
map Phase I T.r operations of C Company). .

. D _Compeny
CO-Captain HARVEY 8COIT
1nt antoon- 2nd Lt. ANTHOEY A, DEMBTRIOU

2nd Flatoon~ 2nd Lt. JAMES P, ALFORD
3rd Platoon- 2md L%, JORN D, PHILLIPS a
Maintenance Officer-lst Ls. HEREBERT STACKHOUSE

D Company remained inactive oifonni{l;y daring :hil phase. 77
> ;. pad sinforcemens demend
2?1:'1}‘*2%% u%f c%%}]ijhijé%d 1%’ ': “c 'ﬁ g’ixt noo-l;m.u.y. o'ouonoc: ot



its rebuilding program with a view %o later cozmmitt.crt,
The Compuny moved with the Battalion CP, llewdguurters
and Jervice Companies durirg the phase (Cee map for routes).

vervice Corpany

CO=Cartain LAYL.ND &, Candolk

Bn sbaanTolNahleE CErICLK: Capiain A rodoc. ool
Transportation Cfficer-2nd Lt. Jowoe T, liow
Motor Cfficer- 2nd Lt. AbniAh o, BUCL L. GHAL

Moving its base sucocessively from one Battulion Cr josit-
i to enother, uervice Company, nairtweined @ constant flow
T critical sujpplies. forwurd to the tank com:aunies from ..rmy
dumps. As the distances increased to the dumps a greuter
strain was placed on the vehicles as well wu:s perscnnel of
the Company. )

.“vacuation and repair of combat damaj;ed tunks ard vehicles
was Bundled by the Battelion Halntensance Secti.n.

FHAOE 11
(11 through 17 susust)

A1l elem-nte of the Battalion were wasembied on the 1lth
and 12th August in a rest area at (48824.) .Lorth of ST r IS,
the battalion huviig been relievea of attachment to the 9th
Division and VII Corps at 09C0 anihaving passed to First .rmy
control.

-Through the 17th the battalion relasxed excert o nocessury
maintenance and reorganization. A Company drew 17 new 75mm
tank$ during the period. All compunies had their vehicles cum-
ouflage painted by Army teams,

:Special Servioces were provided for the men.,

PHASE II1
(17-31 August)

t:ollowing, the rest at 5T PUIS, the battalion, on the day

of e 18th marched as & unit to rejoin tne 9tn LInfantry
Divipion . The successful exploitation of the bresch c¢f the
ene defenses South of VILLEDIEU,coupled with all advances on
all Fronts of the allied effort made poesible rupid pursuit to -
the Fast by the 9th Divieion and all oth-rs. 7The need for tank
comm}ttment did not arise. Ccnsequently the battulion was not
decehtralised to join their RCT's but marched as a unit.

August 18 at 2330 found the battalion in bivouac at (0782)
(see maps attached), NE of COMITKi.N where it remained in
divipion reserve through the 21dt until 1815. During this period
.the Division waz blooking the N-5 rosads as pressure was being
applled to the enemy in the FALAIS-AWGENTAN gap. :

H ;
i
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ceglorin . at 1815 on tne 218t the hutiallorn zute :» 1l
~eradh to tiio .outh of ALLUNCUN to rresch positions [0 of R
wt (752 —aee mup). The div eicr hsd tn misgion of socuroi
wl, 20eds lea.ine -outh belwsen . 5 (4322) .r  .o.ooadhe {7015)
b.th exclusive, to jrotect the “roy's left f]ank @i LIorrevernt
T ceny from oo ving Jouth cat of tre "pocw A" Lest of faa lo-

FENS BAVONS ‘he baiialion renuines in divislion regerve In iy arew
a5 0 0 Tl until 1545 or. the 24th.
. , e -
Cloel:, 1 r:w bivouac urew ‘est 0f v Foolo-Valio t
A 4

&
e het'wlion femaine. in reserve ur Lil 16 .

the afterncon w.d nisnl of tae 5%k and the

*te 26th, the bat-slion reuched pocaiticns in

N Siem¥ono (913135) closirg st 4 K.  le;ents

of . &+tn _ivision were in bivouwe in viecilnity of . roadoh (9613)

Just a&st I our pos it‘ons.
B

o o&f ornoon W irht of the 26th th batialion was
acoertrullzed in the w"epar aticn to effecting s crossing ol tne
seline,

s Comrut, , attgched to trne 47th irfurtry, moved Lo pusitiones
in thc vicinity of ~Uio.n2 W2 (15:9).
=nd C Comtenies @ tached %o the 60 th und 39th O 's,
respect jvoly, moved wi-h theilr C7's to pesiticons on the “est
baﬂk of the ‘eine opro:zite MdclUi, , : .

n thr 27th .ainst lisht resi tance in the 47th 07 Bectcr
tre I "“'s crocsed the Seire on erngircer bridges; the £ th 42n?
39¢% ... 7'3 with 8 gnd ¢ Com;anies, croused ut USRI (25 °9) (see
Map) while the 47th bCT with 2 Comory crorsed st Til., (16.6-

8 e papr), followed at 162 by the Jatt.lion Ciry Headqu rters
Coempany (=), D Compary and ~ervic: Comisny.

‘ushicy forward afiler the crousing, the . 7's by the close
of the day rewuched llne T oUrialU en B.1E to LLZAY ern Orliu, the
47th with ~ Com_ar on the left flank, he 39th and C Conpenry
onn the right, the 6:th with B3 Ccnpany in Division reserve bebind
the %9th, N of 4riLUT,

The gttalion CP with tnhe residue moved innto positions
botween th< 6.th and 339th uCi's.

Aguinet ocortinued lish: gnéd sc« tered rezitunce from igol-
wted pockets of the enemy, the =CT's with the battulion elerents
moved fcrward on the 28th, 29th arnd 3\th, rosging e turne

aguinst no redstince on the 29th und reuching positiors Ly of
haIM3 and couth of LAUN astride *t.¢ Alsne iiver on its heights
by the close o: the 3:th. 7The expccted Alsne .iver defense was
light ani iisorganized. -

-n 31 fuguet the attuck was resumed with & change in
direation to the HE and East. D Compury, by thuer cufficiertly
remanr.ed and retrained, moved &t 4.0 to Company positions at

-7 ~
4
[
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at SZVIGNY+ W LiFFE (3618) preparatory to committment with
trte 9th lLivision keconnuissance Troop in screeniag in front
of the "IT'g, .

The ICT'+ ard the battalion novsd in attuack egain on
the 218t reaching posgitiors wlong w line J2 CLE aNT-.ITHIL
(se2 mwp). Lesistance contirnued light tc¢ moderate frox rear
guerd #ctions, roud blocks and mire fieids.

dajor,
Unit Historian,
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ATUIX T

LOGC Se T ACTRN 1 aupvst 1544 to
31 augrat 1944

10 i
it tLYE2,

WA  SRAREA TY!i.L O i);‘» N
doattidy, Charlus ., 2nd Lte Loa O g 44
Jonos, «lvie e, Mmd Tt Kia 7 nu( 44
Chapman, Joseph e, nd ite i B Aug 44

ORI PR
Coatello, “tie (n‘*l), Cpl wLA 2 augz A4
Otrlar, Prank H., vt Liia 2 g 44
Dennie, wualter .., rvt A 2 Aug 44
Knookson, <Zvcrett L., Pvt LA 2 aug 44
Ghmielewskl, Casimir 4., vt Lia 4 sup 44
Prentice, Fredrick ue, upte Laa 4 Lug 44
stinetie, oater o, Lte Iva 4 aup 44
Howell, Lawrence Ke, Tec S Lla 5 nug 44
Alrens, Osear C., Tec 4 RN 5 Aug 44
“inton, Jares A., Cpl DA 6 Lup 44
Kennelly, “urtin ., s/Get K1a 6 aup A4
Buraymowski, Ltanles Je, vt, Lia 6 ~uy 44
Flgearra, Victor k., vt 2ia 2 aug 44
rerry, shelton V., Tec 4 Liva 8 aug, 44
ioorion, lLiciard Jde, CGpl Fla 3 aug 44
Walton, Wil lamn Ca, Pve s 1A 8 Aug 44
Tabbagk, Jone-! G., ugt PRV 8 Aug 44
Pottor, u“illiam ,, Tec § OWaA 8 Aug 44
olnowits, &dward +., Pfec ViR 3 aug 44
Blanchette, Arthur (J 21) g3t A 8 Aug 44
Kwederavigh, Sinnie A,, Cpl SWA 8 Augz 44
Steele, Joaeph Gey Teo & LIa 11 Aug M4
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HEADQUARTERS 746TH TANK BATTALION
APO 403 U. S. ABRNKY.

15 July 1945.

SUBJECT: Unit History, r4btn Tank Bn., for July,1944.

'O : THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, WASHINGTON, D. C.
THROUGH: Theater Histbrian, HQ. ETOUSA,APO 887.

1. In compliance with Paragraph 2, AR 345-105,
the following report is submitted for 746th Tank Battalion,
for July, 1944:

a. Original Unit.

(1) Designation-746th Tank Battalion.

(2) Date of Organization- 20 August 1942.
‘(3) Place of Organization-Camp Rucker,Alabama.

(4) Authroity for Organizaton-GO, Hq Armored
force, Fort Knox, Ky.

(5/ Sources from which personnel was obtained-
Officers from 760 and 70th Tank Bns and 0OCS.
EM from 70th Tk Bn and Keception Stations.

- Do Changes in Organization:

1l July to 31 July assigued 1lst US A.my,attvchd VII Corps.
1l July-4 July attacned VII Corps.

5> July-15 July attacued 83rd infentry Vivision.
16 July-31 July atvacued 9tn .nfantry Division.

c. Strengtn, commissioned and Enlisted:
(1) At veginning of period. utrf 45 WO _3 EM 781
(2) At end of period. Off 37 WO 3 EM 667

(3) Net decrease during mo. Off 8 WO O EM 114

a. Stations:

1l July to 5 July- Vic, STE MERE EGLISE.
5 July to 9 July- Vie, CARENTAN.
9 July to 13 July- Vic, le VARIMESNIL.
- 13 July to 18 July- Vie, St.GEORGES-de BOHNO.
18 July to 26 July- Vie, TRIBEHOU.
26 July to 29 July-Vic, GDE HAIRIE.
29 July to 31 July- vic, MARIGNY.

e. Marches- See Battle Report. [2

wl-



f. Campaigns: Normandy .

g. Commanding Cfficer in Important Engagements:
Lt. Col. CLARENCE G. HUPFER.

h. Battles: See Battle Report.
i. Losses in Action: See Annex II.

j. Former and present members who have distinguished
themselves in action:

NAME RANK COMPARY RECOMMENDED FOR

Jones, Herbert F. Cpl. wCw DSC

Beatty, Charles G. 2nd Lt. "D" Silver Star
St. Germain, Harry M. Sgt. "Dn Silver Star
Griffin, Chester Pfc. npn Silver Star
Benson, Paul C. - Pvt. Hq. Silver Star
Butler, Harry K. 2nd Lt. nCcn Bronze Star
Chepman, Joseph E. 2nd Lt. nce Bronze Star

k. Photographs of personnel, important scenes or events--None.

For the Commanding Officer:

LOVEAIRE A { HEDGES,
Ma jor, avalry,
Unit Histoyimn.

Incls:
Annex I- Vehicle Losses, July 1944.
Annex II- Personnel Losses- July 1944.
Four Maps. -

/4
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S
1 October 19457 7%

SUSJECT:  acticn against snemy, reports after/after Action Reports.

-~

0

The iajutant Gererel, .ashington, De Ca,
(Through - The 0G, 9th Infantry Division, APO 9, U. S. army)e

_ le In caompliance with paragraph 10, AR 345-105, as churged by changes
#3, the following report is submitted for 7u6th Tank Battalion, for September
1944,4

&e OKRIGINAL UNIT: 746th Tank Battalion.

be CHalNG:S IN ORGANI_ATICN:

1 September = 30 September, Assignea to First U. S. Army,
httached to 9th Infentry Divisione

ce STRENGTH: 1 September _37 Officers _3 _ Warrant Off 683 EM
30 September 37 Officers 3 _ warrant Off 355_ EM

2t Decrease 18 .,

de STATIONS: 1 Sept. to 2 Septs = Vic, Nizy le Comte,

2 Sept. to 2 Sept, - Vic, Coignt.

2 Sept. to 4 Sept., - Vic, Ohean.

L Sept. to 5 Septe = Vic, Cerfontaire.

5 Sept. to 8 Sept. - Vic, Emmeton Sur Biert.

g Sept. to 10 Sept. - Vic, Pulthe. i;
10 Sept. to 14 Septes - Vic, Les Forges. —
14 Sept. to 15 Sept. = Vi, EBuperns \
15 Sept. to 23 Sept. = Vic, Roetgen. k

23 Sept. to 30 Sept. - Vic, Roetgen.

€e¢ MARCIES: Not applicable, ¥

fo CAMPAIGNS:
- (1) Name of: Operations in NE France, Belgium and
NV Germany. '
(2) Duration: 1 September to 30 September 194lL.
(3) Purpose: To drive enemy out of NE France,
Belgium and invesion of Gemmanye
(4) Authority orcering: VII Corps.

ge BATTLsS: See Amex #1l.

-1 -
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SECRET

he COMMANDING CFFICuK IN IMIOKTANT ahGaGulaliTS:
1 September to 30 September 1944 - Lt, Col, Clarence G, Hupfer,

i, 10SSES_IN_ACTIONs See annex #2, 3%~

Je FCRER ~ND ProSENT VEMBERS . HO HAVw LI.éTII’iGUI.’:HdL THEMS L LV=o
IN ACTICH:

HNALE RANK COVEANY TLOOLMUNIE D FCR
Hupfer, Clarence G, 1t, Col, Bn, Ha, Silver Ster
Yeatts, ILynn M. Vajor Bn. rg, gronze Star
keclaughlin, Daniel &, Privete Co. L. Siiver Ztur

Nadbas FalK CG ia Y Annfl D
Craviforu, Jemes ne Captain Co. Ce “Silver star
Huboara, John L, Cerporal  Co, G, ronze Star
Bricgham, bonala C. -ergeant Cee Co mronze ltar
ragan, Herley Sorporal Cce G, ironze Ctar
Call, John .., Sergeant  Co, B, Bronze :tar

* Fosthumnous award,

ke DHCITCGHAPHSs lone,

.j"—:...‘ol‘ .:':.‘.J ,(W‘«F:/ﬂ \rjww e L
A e CLLEE G.
‘ It, Cel,, \,..valry,
11 Incls, v Cawnanding,
Annex 1 .
Annex 2
Unit Journal
Loy Vehicle Losses -
r.A};i_-‘-.l , GO #2 - 746th Tank Bn

cr GO #5 - 298th Gen, Hosp.
A A GO #27 - 34th Evac. Hosp,

I @ #35 - 82nd A/B Div.
G #43 = VII Carps
| @ #49 - VII Corps
\ GO #56 - VII Corps
N

-2 -
SECR& T
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ALNEX #1 S Hed 2]
BATTLE REFOI:T FOR MONTH OF SSPT.AV.BSR 1944

The period opened on 1 September with the Battalion attached to the
9th Infantry Division. The period breaks into two aistinct phases of oper-
ations; the 1lst to the l4ith inclusive, devoted to rapid pursuit; the 15th
to the 30th inclusive devoted to probing and reduction of the fortified
positions of the SISZGFRIED LINE,

lst to l4th September, incl,

At the close of the previous period, the Battalion, in support of the
9th Infantry Division, had reached positions at DIY le GROS (0-22(210),
ROZY (0-402297) and SERAINCOURT (0-449185)s From these positions the
Battalion continued to support the Division in its advance R, and NE. through
EIGIWM and to the GERVAN border., The action was essentially one of rapid
pwsuit of the eneémy who threw up cefenses in the formm of mined road blocks,
demolitions and mobile strong points comsisting of infantry, tank and SP
artillery. losses auring this period were consicerably lighter than pre-
viously, The light tank campany was used extensively with the 9th Division
Reconnaissance Troop as a reconnaissance screen in front of our main forces,
Due to our rapid progress supply lines were particularly taxed during this phase,
The Battalion was attached to the 9th Infantry Division for administration on
1l September 1944, Fram 2nd Septembsr to 1) September Assault uun Platoon,
Mortar Platoon and the Battalion Combat CP were employed by the Division as
a nucelous for a Task Farce consisting of these elements reinforced with
Campany C, 899 TD Battalion and Company C, 39th Infantry Regiment (relleved
by Company G, 60th Infantry Regiment on 1l September 1944). Task Force
carried out offensive and defensive missions as required by iivision. As
of the 1lhth of September the Battalion had reached positions against the
SIEGFRIED LING at RETGEN (K91080), ZWIEFALL (K955367) and LAMMERSIORF
(K970269) The Division Task Force was dissolved.

15th to 30th September, incl.:

This phase of the operation was devoted to the probing and reduction of
the positions within the SIEGFRIXD LINE, Advances during this phase were
against stubborn defenses fram the bunkers and pillboxes of the SIESGFRIED
LINE, The reduction of these positions was undertaken one at a time, employ-
ing 'a variety of methods. 1In the initial days of the phase, the Assault Guns
(105um howitzers) were used in a vain attempt to destroy the pillboxes. The
hssault Gun Flatoon (6, 105mm How) has since becn used with the cannon
campanies of the Rogimental Infantry Cambat Teams., Successful attacks em-
braced canbined infantry-tank combat teams. Smoke was used advantageously in
the capture of several positions. The eneny maintained vigorous and strong
patrolling activities as well as frequent attacks and counterattacks. Enemy
lossss were hsavy, The light tank campany, during the phase, was attached to
the 9th Infantry Division Recanneissance Troop; operations during this period
wore mainly road block missions and protection of lines of commmication with-
in the Division sector., Frau initial positions at ROSTGEN, ZAEIFALL and
LAMMERSDORF the Battalion advanced to a line SCHEVENHUTIE (FOO05422), (FO18400),
(FO05385), (POL5360), (K998320), (K99OR65), and MONSCHAU (K933185) at the
close of the period, :

s. _,J,\\;-
SECRET

— e v = o —
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BATTLE REFORT FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1944, Cont'd,
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CLARENCE G, HUPFER,

It, Col,, Cavalry,
Commanding,
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HEADQUARTERS 746TH TANK BATTALION ~ Y 7%
ARO #230 Us Se ARKY, o 04/ o
. 7004f
b Gop

2 November 1Yis

SUBJLCT: Action Against Enemy, Reports After/After Action Reports,

IO : The Adjutant General, #washington, D, C,

le In compliance with paragraph 10, AR 345-105, as changed by changes
3, the following report is subtmitted for 746th Tank Battalion, for October

19 LA :

[\
L

g

CRIGINAL UNIT: 74b6th Tank Battalion,

CHANGES IN GROARIZATION:

1 October - 31 October, Assigred to First United States amy,
Attached to 9th Infantry Division,

STRENGTH: 1l October 39 O 3 o) 62%
31 October 38 © 2 WO 67

Net Increase 17

TATICNS: 1 October to 5 October - Foetgen (K912286)
5 October to 27 Gctober - Vic Zwiefzll (K9%5383)
27 Gctoter to 31 Cctober ~ iieywertz, Belgium (K885055)

4

-
()
—
1
.

MARCHSS: Not applicailes

STl )

CALPAIGNS ¢
(1) Name of: Operations in i\ Germany,
(2§ Duration: 1 Cctober to 31 October 194k,
(3) Purpose: Invasion of Gemany,

(4) Authority orwering: VII Corps,

RATTILLSs See Annex #1l.

OMMANIING OFFICSP IN IMIDRTANT SNGAGEME IITS:
1l Octoter to 31 Cctober 1944 - It., 1, Clarence G, Hupfer,

10S5ES IN ACTIDN: See Annex #2,

FegrET | LA
¥EERBT e

5518
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SECRET

Je FORLR AND PRESENT LEMBERS WWHO HAVE DISTINGUISHED T HASELVES

IN ACTIO!N:

NAE RANK QOLPANY RICCMAENIED FOR
Hupfer, Clarence G, Lt, Cole Bn., Ha, Groix ae Guerre
Beaztty, Charles G, <nd Lt, Co. D. Croix de Guerre
Jones, Herbert F, Jr, Cpl, Coe« Co Croix de Guerre
Popp, Andy B. Sgt. Cos A Silver Star
NcKnight, gverett L, Sgt. Co. B Bronze Star
Patterson, Bert O, Sgte Cos a Bromze Star

NAME RANK  COMPLNY AiARTED
Hupfer, Clarence G, Lt. Col, Bn. Hqg. Bronze Star
Yeatts, Lym M. ¥ajor Bn, Ha, Bronze Star

ke PHOTOGRAPHS: None.

- VW b97v /‘.
CLARENCE G, HUPFERj j

Lt, (bl., Cava.lry,

6 Incls, Commandi nge

Anrex #1

Annex #2

Unit Journal

Vehicle losses

@ 86, 9th Inf, Div,

G0 21, 25th Gen, Hosp.
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S TTLe wWPORT ROL }CNTH OF OCTCBSR 1944

The period opened on 1l October 194, with the Rattelion attached to the Yth
Infantry Diviesion, tactically and admninistratively, At the conclusion of the
previous perioc, the 3Bettaiion, in support of the yth Infentry Division, had re-
achea positions &lon: the line SCHsVuMHUITE (VFOO5422), (VFO18400), (VFO05385),
(VFO15500), (VE¥E320), (VK9SR65), and } ONSCHAU (VK933185), The Battalion was
2ngiced durin. the period in offensive action to deepen the initial breech of the
3I.3FnIiD 1Ilw ana to push back the enemy flanks within the line by taking the
fertitied positions frem their flanks, moving gererally S, down the long axis of
vhe 1lire, The 1=t flenk of the Division held uefensive positions in the SCHiVEN-
GUTTS area,  Cospeny s~ of the Battalion wzs employed in roaa block missions in
the town of SCHzVaNHUTTS curing the entire period, This flank abscrbed heavy con-
centrotions of porter aga artillery rire aud ly during the period. mnemy attacks
~sainst these flank positions were repeatedly mace and repeatedly repulsed.
Co.penies B and C supportea the oUth and 39th Eegimental Infantry Combat Teams
orn the right flank in wicwenins the penetration by offensive arives against the
feruitiea positionse. Tunk and personnel losses vere heavy and mine sna AT rockets
were responsicle for most losses. The light tunk company wes attachea to the yth
Civislon ..econmdissance Troop auring the perica, They were active in support of
the 2y8th ama <YLth sigineer Battaliions, weicn relieved ezcn other, in holding
roaqa Hlocks in the central sector o! the Iivision, [he lirvht tank cowpany &also
wos octive in protecting connunication lines witnin the Battelion ama Division
secter wna méinteining rosa plockse. The .ortir Platoon was heevily ewmployed in
successive relief in roaa blocks curing the perioa, The Assault %un Platoon, plus
The thre@ 1U5 L Howitzers frun the | eciun conpenies were meue into three, two «~un
sections anc attscheu to eccn of three Intantry Combat Tear Cannon Comipinies,
These sections firea inairect rire nissions in close support of the Corbat Teams,
The fire wus ver, efiective; zarunition z.lowances of the Curmon Companies being
firea to 4 l1srye extent by our howitzers., Cperaticns awing the period, up to the
Ith Cctober were in very rugged terrain, consisting or rilly, heavily wooced
rowd, principally the ICLTEIL wuna AUATISN FCESSTS, mot suitea to normal tank
operztion. C(ffersive activities consisted of closely coorainatea Tgnk-Infantry
teans employed against concrete ana fiela fortifications witnin the forests in the
351I.-7T.0 LIMa, leplucezents in personnel were rreen 2nd cue to the tactical
situ:tion, nza to 2 put into tanks without the bernefit of prior orientaticn in
*he unite Fifteen new he.vily armored tunks (b LA3s<) were placed into operation
auring the perioce Installation of 300 ¥galos ana Infuntry-Tank telephone cow=
wrication was startea curing the 1 tter part of the p2riod. On the 25th October
at 1£+0 the Battulion was relieved of attactment to the VII Zorps and attached to
wne ¥ Jorpse Cr. tie 47tn (cto.zr tne battslion :movea With tne yth Infantry Division
into & civouac at .3Y.uixTo, R.LTIUW (Vr88505.) for occupation of & defensive
zertor zna for rest ane refitting,

_/M ‘J/

(T CiiEier 6, nuprk
I, Col., Cavalry,
Conuananui ng,
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NAME

Hayden, Thomas J.
Sherwood, Robert ¥.
Harris, Robert W,
Heinemann, Charles F.

Stubblefield, Kirkman 4.

Tate, Charles D.
Tate, Charles D.
Shannqp, Albert V.

- G4llis, Luther (IN4I)

mn, Alfred P. -
Berlier, Ralph (NMI)
Bosco, Joseph (NdI)
Raynes, Robert G.
Perry, Shelton W.
Campbell, Leroy (IMI)
Hoggard, Russel L.
McKnight, Everett L.
Dailey, George W,
Sheehan Jr., Daniel J.
Tilton, John A.
Gmitter, John A.
McFarlan, Melvin (NMI)
‘Booker, Walter N.
Kachuba, #alter S.
Sears, Julius C.
Patterson, Bert O.
Draper, Willianm J.
Moss, George H.
Shriver, Paul A.
Bridgham, Donald C.
Eades, FPerry E.
Calhoun, Charles H.
Beck, Paul E.
Rinehart, Carrol L.

‘Mumford, Herry E.

Karst, Joseph C.
Moran, Fritz R,
McOell, 3lenville C.
Simse, ‘inford B.

Blankenbeker, Joseph C, -

[ VNS

AINEX I

LOCSSES IN ACTICON

OPFICERS

R.NK ASN
24 Lt 01018518
2d Lt 01016334
24 Lt 01014492
2d Lt - 01018204
24 Lt 01018144
24 Lt 01017068
24 Lt 01017068
2d Lt 01016729

ENLISTED MEN
T/Sgt 6920777
8/5gt 58295318
' 5/8gt 38165194
Pfc ' . 32976680
Cpl . 33558676
sgt ! 58537319
Sgt 38294500
Gpl 58533873
Sgt 38542198
Opl 38332356
Cpl 31045959
8/8gt 33104672
Pvt 31338522
Tec 5 38294128
Sgt 38333047
Pvt 36681563
8/8gt 13014061
sgt 14107987
Cpl 38332492
Pvt 6902272
Pvt 17161624
Sgt 39385382
Opl 18169606
Opl 6860361
Cpl 35712689
Pvt 36955545
Pvt 53030150
Pvt 35235456
Tec 4 38286201
Pvt - 34800788
Opl 38329085
Tec 5 35697380
- 1 -

" TYPE CAS

LIA
AIA
LiA
SWA
SWA
SWA
DOW
KIa

SWA
SWA
LWA
LA
KIA
LWA
SWA
SWA
Lwa
Lva
LIA

: Lwa

SWA
SWA
SWA
SWA
+LIA
LIA
LIA
SWA
SWA
SWA
SWA
SWA
LWA
SWA
LIA
SWA
KIA
KIA
SWA
LA

e

1 October 1944 to
31 October 1944

DATE

8 Oct 44
10 Oct 44
11 Oct 44
12 Oct 44
13 Oct 44
15 Oct 44
15 Oct 44
15 Oct 44

3 Oct 44
8 Oct 44
9 Oct 44
9 Oct 44
9 Oct 44
9 Oct 44
9 Oct 44
10 Oct &4
11 Oct &4
11 Oct 44
11 Oot 44
11 Oct 44
11 Oct 44
11 Oct 44
11 Oet 44
11 Oot 44
12 Oct 44
12 Oct 44
12 Oct 44
12 Oct 44
12 Oct 44
12 Oct 44
12 Oct 44
12 Oct 44
12 Oct 44
12 Oct 44
12 Oot 44
12 Oct 44
12 Oct 44

‘12 Oct 44

13 Oct 44
13 Oct 44



All2X 11 - Loec=~e in Act.cn
1 0ct 44 to 31 Cct 44 (lont'd;

HACL RALK
De.loche, Fred Z. Cpl
Cazle, Jamer C, St

Williews Jr., John J. Cpl
Iglarsh, Senjamin (I:I) Pvt
Sroufe, Hershell £, Spl

Hasenei, Russell L. S/Szt

L EISTL) Lk

TYV. SAS

LiA
LiA
S.iA
SJA
oIA
SJA

.');‘-L_}
—_—_—

1z

i

1k

15

16
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JaTISTICAL LWFILE WCTIel toPOnT COTCASE 1944

7ibth TalX BaTT..LICN

le Mo @na #ird of enen) taIKs JeSLIoMed,

~

[ T
[ RN o
!
Ry~ N

,.
Hlba b

<o Cther enemy vehicles, pillboxes cor weapons wes:ircred,

Helf tracks - 5

Tm ckw -5

AT Suns - (/.‘ ‘.2> -6

aT Cuns ~ (75} or over)

AT Cuns - (Bazooka on wheels) - 8

Al T.ccker Guns - &

lachine Tun - (Cpen emplucen cvt) - 154
Filltoxes -~ (with mcchine un) - 50
Filltoxes - (.ituout mechine _un) = 35

~® Cur tenks lost.

Tank Lediun, Y4 (75.L cun) - 1C
Tank lVedium, V4a332 -1
Tanmi ii ht, boal - 1

Ilost to al cun rire = 3
Jlost to aT rocket fire - 5
lost vo mires « 3

lost to urtillery fire - 1

1]
5]
o
o
1t
L]
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314.,7 - GNMEQ 1st Ind. JMA/ el
HQ 974 INF DIV, A.P.O0. #9, U.S. Army, 7 November 1944,

TO: The Adjutant General, Washington, 25, D.C.
THRU: Commanding General, V Corps, A.P.D2. #305, U.S. Army.

Forwarded in compliance with paragranh 10, Army Regulation
345-105, dated 18 November 1929, as changed by Chenge 3, dated

9 March 1943.

For the Commanding General:

¥

6 Inecls: n/o

3

- £ 4
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PeET = ¥ . - as .
‘ - ¥ ity of AL
. HEADQUARTERS 7LSTH TANK BATTALION B ’“‘;w” y \
ca LAl
INIT HISTORY, October 194k Date /[M‘é____

Iniials 7q. =

11 November 194l

SUBJLCTs Unit History, October 19i4,

T0 : The Adjutant General, Washington, D. C,

le In compliance with paragraph 2, AR 345-105, the fol]o'ing report
is sutmitted for 7u6th Tank Battalion, for October 19443

ao UNIT$ 7u46th Tank Battalion,

b. CHANGES IN ORGANIZATION:

1 October =~ 31 October, a.ssignad to First United States Ammy,
attached to 9th Infantry Division, -

% S UNIT STRENGTH: Commissiored 39 WO 2  BM_ 676 o
de STATIONSs 1 October to 5 October - ROETGEN (K912286) '0/.
5 October to 27 October - Vic ZWIRPALL (K@)
27 October to 31 October - NETNERTEZ, BELGIWM (385055) F
&, MARCHES: Not applicable,
o~
!

-

f. CAMPAIGNSS
. (1) Name of: Operations in NW GERMANY,

(2 ration: 1 October to 31 October ]9“..
(3 __2__%“: Invasion of GERMANY, ' \9

(4 Antbrit! ordering: VII Corps, - L ?

: At the begiming of the period the unit was eemmt¥hid
o in support of ths 9th Infantry Division withia the :

;} LINZ along & line SCHEVERHUTTE (VFOO5422), (VFO18400), (¥
3@;, (VPOL5360), (VK99€320), (uwaus). and MORSCHAD
b .

The eneny oppoaing us was a anelo.ntun ol different

| type units rought together im the form of batsis.gre
combat teams, liost of ths "Elite" or 33 qpl.“ P

withdirasn 0 the interior, Owr oppoimw
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of the -period Volkesturm troops. hegardless of this, the
enemy was able to defend his positions effectively by making
the most use of his tortified positions and the terrain, He
employed mines with abandon and used heavy concentrations of"
heavy mortars and artillery.

Few tanks were employed against us but his countersttacks
were launched with the close support of SP guns following
mortar and artillery fire, Great patches of trees had their
tops blown oft by the mortar fire,

The enemy air was ineffective ami sporadic during the
day, but small groups of bombers made almost regular night
visits over our positions, regardless of the weather,

Flaze throwers mounted on half tracks were used by the
eremy in night attacks to recover pillboxes or field fort-
ifications, He also prepared field fortifications outside
the concrete boxes and tought irom these to defend the boxes
until driven inside, He used AT Rockets mounted on wheels
with a very low silhouette, AT guns were not plentiful due
to the limited field of fire,

Prisoners of War were mot numerous but a steady tlow
into owr cages took place, All Prisoners of ¥ar were turned
over to the infantry which we supported, ’

Several factors influenced the actions during the period.
Chief of these was the fact that the operations were con-
ductea in the ROETGEN and HUIRTGEN Forests which favored the
defender, The road nets were aextremely limited and the
ground very rugged and hilly within the woods, The enemy
elscted mot to use his tanks in this terrain,

The ememy regularly employed strong patrols to probe our
lines and to secure intormation, Although the civilian pop-
ulation in KOSTGEN, ZwBIFALL, ROTT, SCHEVENHUITE and LAMMERS-
DRF outwardly appeared pputral and non-belligerent, the enemy
secured valuable information as to our disposition through -
civilians infiltrating forward and agents operating in our
areas, This was evidenced by very accurate artillery fire on
new C,F,'s and other installations, He appeared to be aware
of our movements, \

The Battalion was attached to the VII Corps and further
attached to the 9th Infantry Livision from 1 October to 25
October at 1200, At that time it was relieved of attachment
to VII Oorps and moved with the 9th iLivision to attachment
to V Corps,

The mission of the Battalion was direct support of the
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9th Infantry Division in its drive to throw back the flanks
of our initial penetration of the line in the SCHEVENHUTTE
area, This direct support was accomplished by attacking the
the three medium tank companies to each of three Regimental
Infantry C, T.'s, by attaching the light tank company to the
Division Reconnaissance Troop, The Assault Gun Flatoon was
enlarged to six guns by taking the three, lOSMM Howitzers from
each of the medium companies which had small opportunity to em-
ploy them, These six guns were broken imto three, two gun
sections and placed with each of three canmon compenies of the
Regimental Combat Teams to fire indirect fire missions, The
Mortar Flatoon was attached to an Engineer Battalion for use
in supporting road blocks, The Battalion CP, because of the
limited progress made during the period up to the 28th October
was in t§o places only. It was in ROETGEN (VEK912286) from

1 October to 5 October and in vicinity ZWEIFALL (VK965383)
from 5 October to 28 October, From 28 October to close of
period at WEWERTZ, EELGIUM (VK885055) The Sth Division CP
was located at ROETGEN umtil 5 October then at ZWEIFALL umtil
28 October;to close of period it was located at CAMP EISEN-
HORN, BEIGIUM (VK90408 55:

The general and detailed plan of action is best handled
by treating each element of the Battalion separately,

COMPANY A ATTACHED T0 A47TH INFANTRY REGIMENTAL C,T.

At the start of the period the 3rd platoon under lst
Lt, WILLIAM W, WOOD8 had reached the town of SCHEVENHUTIE
(VFO05/22), The platoon entered the town 300 yards bebind
the retreating eneamy, firing into his column &8s they withdrew,
This point was the despest penstration of Geman soil at that
time and continued to be until the latter part of the pox:lod.
The mission of the platoon was to road block the town and
hold it against enemy counterattack, By moper placing of
ths tanks the platoon covered all avenues of approach into
the town which is situated in a valley, closely surrounded
by high hills, This road block mission continusd for the en-
tire period and for the first few days thereof mo ground
troope were in position to protect the tanks, The right
flank and the l&ft flank were badly exposed and communications
and supply routes were limited to one route which was kept

under regular enemy mortar fire,

Untouchsd by war at the outset of the pix:lod, the town
was severely pounded my mortar fire throughout the mounth
wmtil prectieally all buildings had besn damaged, and many

‘demolished, Civilians, and tank crewmen when mot on dwty

in the tanks, lived in the basements of houses or the first
floors thersof, Only the strongest of the houses withstood
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the ensmy barrages, The civilians frequently cursed the Nazi
regime and shared their cookstoves with the crewmen, Mrater-
nization to the extent of seeking common shelter could not be
avoiaeaq, .

The enemy strongly attacked this position on several
occasions but was beaten back by the tank fire each time,
The strongest force consisted of apgroximately 160 men armed
with machine pistols, AT grenades and rockets, _This force
overran the outposts positions and reached the tanks but was
stopped there by extremely heavy iG and tank gun fire, %0 of
the 160 became casualties, Sergeant Fopp, Andy By, and his
crew withstood the brunt of this attack, he being wounded and
evacuateua onliy after the attack was repulsed ana order re-
storea, rbllowing this attack the enemy was discouraged from
further attewpts and resorted to extremely heavy mortar barrages
in attempts to aisloage the tank platoon, At the close of the
period the platoon remainea in position and held the town,

The 2nd platoon commancued by lst Lt, HUGH J, M, JONES, &t
the start of the period was in positions in the vicinity of
MAUSBACH (VK970408) in support of the 2nd Battaliom, 47th
Infantry, This platoon occupied this position against constant
threat and with supply lines to it repeatedly out for the
first half of the period, 48 in the case of the 3rd platoon
at SCHZVENHUTTE, the 2nd platoon absorbed heavy continuous
mortar and artillery fire, Supply was a difticult and haz-
ardous problem as the route was under enemy observation and
fire,

The mission of the platoon was essentially one of holding
against enemy attacke »s8 in the case of the balance of the
caupany, it was part of the le ft flank of the division effort
and was considerably ceeper into Germmany than the other two
combat teams, Consequently the left tlank held while the center
and right flank continued to probe to the s B}nd Se

During the latter part of the period the End platoon was
shiftea from the KAUSBACH area to position behind the 3rd pla-
toon ana held in reserve, Toward the end of the period, con-
siderabls thought was given to the possibility of enemy pare-
chute forcess The 2nd platoon was movea to high open ground
in vicinity FLEUTH (VK971401) on October 19th with the mission o f
safeguarding possible glider landing fields,

The lst platoon, commandea by lst Lt, CLYIE E, TANNER,
was in a reserve status with tne lst Battalion of the 47th
Infantry Hegiment in support of the other two Battalions of
the C. T,

On 12 October at (615 the lst platoon moveda from the 47th
sector to the 39th Infantry sector to support Company C in
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in contemplated attack on WSSENOCK area (VFO332). This
attachment was effective until 1200 on the 1l5th October
(account of this action will be found in Company C history),
when it pasced into the Infarkry Regimemntal reserve until the
close of the perioaq,

Diring this period Company A Was abls to send some men
on pass to VERVIERS, BELGIWM, Lt, WOOIS also was able to take
a well earned leave for three days and laundry was accamplished
by the oompany through Quartermaster facilities,

Chiefly because of the defensive character of the company
operation, casualties were light, The company had three
casualties wounded, mo officer casualtiss,

QOMPANY B ATTACHED TC 60TH INFANTRY REGIMENTAL C,T,

Company B attached to the 60th Infantry Regimenmt C, T. l&d
4 continwus daily mission of directly supporting the Gy Te
from the 1lst to the 28th October, Operations were confined to
the HURTGEN FOREST, a very rugged piece of terrain for tank
operations, During theeperiod, the 60th Ce Te With the tanks
advanced approximately 4000 yards against very stiff opposition
from concrete and other emplacements within the SIEGFRIED LINE
running through the forest, The company losses were heavy.

The three platoons of the company were attached to the
three Battalions of the Infantry C, T. and further attached to
the assault company of each battalion. There was no break in
the mission of the campany in supporting the infentry to attack
until the 24th of October when a change in policy moved the
tank platoons to vicinity of Infantry Battalion C, P, '8 to re-
main there in rsserve until needed, Prior to that time the
tank platoons had remained on the infantry perimeter day and
night.

This mior policy was particularly bad because of the nesd
of maintenance and servicing of vehicles. With the tank platoon
'in a reserve status even as far forward as ths Infantry Battalion
Ce Py, maintenance work can be performed to & degree and a high-
er percentage of tanks kept in combat readiness, The prectice
of- kecping tanks on the infantry perimeter at night and for
periods of days and wecks in daytime reduces the efficiency of
the tank supporte, In the period in question the heavy mortar
fire kept tank crews inside tanks for long periods,

During the period, maintenance of the tanks suffered be-
cause of the "perimeter" policy, The linss were frequently
80 close to the enemy that running the "Homelite" or battery
charger brought down heavy mortar fire, This was not particular-
ly injurious to the tanks or crew, ut the infantry suffered
with the result that "Hono].itea" were ot started and batterde s

ran down,
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Heavy concentrations of AT Rockets in the forest were
encountereda; It was observed AT Rockets were not effective
against the ammor of the new 39 ton tank introduced during _
the period, They were effective against its tracks however.

The entire period of action was one of daily coordinated
tank-infantry attacks against pillboxes and field fortifications
within the forest, Successful attacks were achieved by forcing
the apertures of the pillboxes to close by means or small ams
fire fram infantry or tanks and then flanking the boxes to blow
in the aoors, During lulls in the actions the infantry C. T.'s
regrouped and the tanks remainsd on the perimeter.

Replacement of persomnel losses were green and had to be
placed in the tanks with old specialized crewmen by taking
them to the vehicles at the front without opportunity to orient
themselves with the vehicle or crew,

During the period five officers and 17 BM were casualties.

The 1st platoon was commanded by:
2nd Lt., THOMAS J, HAYDEN, 0-1018518, 1 to 8 Oct, -~ LIA
2nd Lt, ROBERT W, HARRIS, 0-1014492, 10 to 11 Oct.- INA
2nd Lt, CHARL:S D, TATE, 0-1017068, 14 to 15 Octe - IOW
Znd Lt, JAMES &, TORGERSON, 0-1018782, 15 to 31 Oct,

The 2nd platoon was commanaed by:
2nd Lt, Keith e McLean, 0-101711l, 1 to 31 Oct,

The 3rd platoon was commanded by:
2na Lt, KIRKMAN M, STUBBIEFIELD, O-1018lik, 1 to 15 Oct.
SWA
2nd Lt, ALBERT V., SHANNON, 0-1016729, 14 to 15 Oct. ~ KIA
2nd Lt, BERNARD L, HOROWITZ, 0-534380, 15 to 31 Oct,

Captain ASHER K, PAY was relieved of assignment as Campany
Commanacer on 15 October and assigned to Headquarters Campany,
Captain THOMAS J, HOSHALL assumed command Company B and reli.eved
command of Headquarters Company.

On the 28th October Campany B moved out of the line to
bivouac vicinity WEYWERTZ, BELGIWL for occupation defensive
sector and for rest ana refitting with balance of Battalion,
The company remained in this sector until close of perioa,

QMPANY C ATTACHED TO 39th INFANIRY HsGIs sNT C, T,

Comm ny C on the le ft flank of (ompany B and in the center
of the Division sector, advanced in direct support of the 39th
Infantry Regiment approximately 4000 yards to vicinity GERMETER
(VFR5335) by 28 October when it ‘was pulled out of the line to
Join the Battalion in WEWERTZ, BEL:LUk for occupation of de-
fensive sector and refitting.

HEcasr 'l
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C Canpany's mission was identical with that of Campany B,
ie, direct daily support of infantry attacks against the SIEG~
MRI&ED fortifications within the HWwtTGzN FOREST. In keeping
with the 9th .ivisions' mission of widening the enemy flanks
of our initial penetration, the company attacked to the Z. and
to the S, aown the long axis of the SIEGFRIED LINE, taking the
concrete boxes from their flanks as in the case ot Oompany E,
strong resistance was met and our losses were relatively heavy,
Very heavy mortar concentrations were met., Large numbers of
mines and AT Rockets were usea against us,

Each day represented a separéte operation amd attack, un-
like Company B, Company C was withdrawn irom tne fromt at
night to vicinity Infantry Battalion CP's, This was not a reg-
ular occufance due to the tactical situation but it prevailed
to a higher degree in working with the 39th Infantry than with
the 60th Infantry,

Supply and control remained difficult until relief from
the lines,

The three platoons of the company were attached to the
three Infantry Battalions, Compeany Headquarters operated from
the Infantry Regimental CP to the tank platoons,

Various methods of attack were used, All methods were
coordinated with infentry, The most successful attacks .against
the boxes were those employing smoke and fire and maneuver,

On October 12, the lst platoon of Company A was attached
to Campany C for contémplated mass tank action against WOSSENOCK,
fairly open terrain being available at this point, The plan
was sound but before it could be pw into effect, the 39th
was strongly attacked on its flank by two reinforced comp nies
of ensay infantry, supported by observed SP fire and mortar fire,
This attack was successful to the extent that our attack was
was deferred and aur lines of communication cut, It was not
until the evening of the lith that the lines were restored am
the ground retaken., 1lst platoon of Company A reverted to Company
A control on 15 October,

Iosses of personnel were a8 follows:
2 Officers - 16 B,
2nd Lt ROBERT W, SHEFWOOD, 0-1016334, is MIA, last
seen slumped in his tank turret after a begooka hit, The tank
was in enemy territory when hit, Later the enemy evacmted
it. 2nd Lt, CHARIES F, HEINEMANN, 0-1018204 - SWA,

Captain JAMES R, SHIELIS cammanded the company during the
period, X
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CQMPANY D ATTACHED TO 9th DIV, REQONMAISSANCE TRO

In the previous period the light tank platoon, Campany D,
was very active during the pursuit of 'the enemy through EI.GIIM
to the German border.

‘During this period the light tank company was mot quite
80 active in reconnaissance missions but perfomed other types
of missions,

Between the 47th Infantry sector to the N, and the 39th
Infantry sector on the center, there was a gap held only by road
blocks established by the 298th Engineer Battalion, Fram the
lst October through the 8 October two platoons of Campany D
were held in assembly areas in rear of the yoad blocks, From
these positions they moved forward frequenily to stop attacks
against these road blocks, During this same period, one platoon
of Company D was held at the 9th Division CP as CP guard., These

. platoons were rotated,

From October 9 through October 12 the company was further
split, one platoon remaining at the Division CP, one platoa
remaining in support of the engineer road block whils ons was
moved to the left flank of the 39th Infantry Regime nt sector to
reinforce that flank, The enemy attacks against the 39th became
serious and the tank platoon was dismounted for defensive actéon.

On the 13th and l4th, two platoons were placed on the left
flank of the 39th sector, mounted, while one platoon remsined at
the Division CP,

From the 1l5th through the 26th, two platoons of the company
were held as a Division Reserve in the company area, One platoon
remained at the Division CP as a CP guard.

“
On the 25th the Assault Gun Flatoon was @jtached to Company
D as part of the Division Reserve, :

On October 27, Company D departed its location With the
9th Infantry Division Reconnaissance Troop in move to vicimity
WEYWERTZ, BELGIUM, closed on FAYMONVILIE (VE868025) at 1400
and there remained until the close of the periot,

Captain HARVEY SCOTT commanded the company during the
period.

ASSAULT GUN_PLATOON

The assault Gun Platoon of three guns was increased to
six by taking the Assault Guns fram each of the three medium
tank companies, This battery of six guns (105MM How) in previous
perioads employeo as field artillery, was broken into three, two
2008 g pach of the three camnon companiss

15
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of the Infantry Regimental Caubat Teams. Their missions was to
provide close support for the infantry C, T.'ss This mission
was so successful that considerable of the ammunition allotme nts
« the cannon wompanies were fired by our guns, This attachment
continued u:til the 25th October when the platoon was attacked
to Canpany D as Division Reserve {less one gun with canmon com-
pany of L7th Infantry C,Te )

On October 28th the platoon moved with the battalion to
vicinity JLYWERTZ, EEIGIWM for refitting and occupation of de~
fensive sector,

Captain RICHARD H, LANGSTON, Battalion S~2, commanded the
platoon in the absence of the platoon leader, SWA before the ST,
I0 breakthrough., Captain Langston operated fram tbe Battalion
CP forwara to the Infantry Regimental Cannon Companies,

THE MORTAR PLATOQN

The Mortar Platoon, relatively inactive in previous periods
was put to good use during October by closely supporting the
engineer road blocks establishea in the gap between the 47th C.T.
&nd the 39th C.T,

The platoon, under 1lst Lt, RFOBERT M, ROLEY, fired daily with
great effectiveness, Mortar tubes and mounts whowed excessive
wear after only 750 rounds.

Enemy patrols were frequent arnd attacks against the rad
blocks effectively repulsed by a combination of mortar fire and
light tanks., DBooby traps and flares wcre arranged to ambush
enemy patrols,

The platoon reverted to battalion control on the 25th prepar-
atory to move with battalion to WEYWATZ, INIGIWM for refitting.
Remained in WEYWERTZ until close of penod.

Diring the period the battalion made several modifications
of equipment. SCR Radios were installed in seven tanks per campany
for infantry-tank communication, Telephones linked with the tank
interphone system were installed on all medium tanks to facili-
tate ground to tank conversations, Ilam® throwers for the medium
tanks were drawn and installed and plans formulated r schools,

SCR 509-510 Kadio sets were established in the infantry
battalion CP's for additional cammunication.

For the Commanding Officer:

G A

IOVEAIRE A, HEDGES

Major, Cavalry, .
Unit Historian, l “)’
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746TH_TANK BATTHLION
UNIT HISTQRY -

Cctober 1 =~ Battzlion, less service and combat elements, in bivouac RCZTGEN
(Ky12286), Assault Gun Flatoon of three, two gun sections attached
to the Infantry Regimental Combat Teams and fired indirect missions
with the Combat Team Cannon Companies, MNortar Platoon continued
support of 298th Zngineer Battalion by covering road blocks established
in its sector, Company A ettached to 47th Infantry Combat Team
continued to hold ite positions in the SCHAViNAUTTE area. Oompany
B with the 6Cth Infentry Combat Team held its positions, Company C
with the 39th Infentry Combat Team continued to hold in its sector,
1st Platoon Cornany A released from “ompany C and reverted to Company
A &s of 0800, Comp:cny D ettached to-Division Feserve Task Force and
maintcined one platoon at Division CP, Other platoons operating as
road blocks &t KOMZEN station and from there to MUTZNICH along the
route of cornunicctiones from MONSCHAU, ZEnemy activity along the
Division front consisted of medium to heavy artillery and mortar con=
centrations and strong probing patrols in our lines, ‘eather alter-
nately fair to pocr, visibility fair to poor. Combat efficiency 88%,

October 2 - Battulion, less service and combat elements, in bivouac ROETGEN
(K912286), Assault Gun Platoon of three, two gun sections attached
to and supported by indirect fire, the Regimental Infantry Combat
Teums, Mortar Platoon comtimies suppo t of 293tk Engineer Eattalion
by covering road blocks between the 4L7th and é60th Combat Team s ectors,
Strong enemy probing activity along this sector, Company A attached
to L7th Combat Team continuea to hola its positions in the SCHEVEIN-
HUTTE arew, Company B attachea to 39th Combat Team maintained
positions &, Of the LAMMAFSDORF area, Strong active patrols and
medium to heavy artiliery and mortar concentrations characterized the
activity in the three Combat Team sectors, Company D released from
attachaent to Divisi on Reserve Task Farce and movea into assembly
position (k955355) preparatory to further commitment, On: platoon
Company D sent frau Division CP into the 29%th dngineer sector to
‘assist in repulsing attack there. FReverted to Division CP upon

-~ completion of mission, .eather cold and rainy, visibility poor to
fair, Combat efficiency 88%., _ .

October 3 - Battalion, less service and combct elerents, in position ROZTGEN
(K912286 ), Asseult Gun Flato.n of three, two gun sections attached
to amd supported lnfantry Regine ntal Combat Teams by indirect fire
with the cannon cmmpanies, iortar Platoon cofftinues to suppert 298th
Bngineers' road blocks Letwe en the 4L7th and 60th Combat Tea..s,.
Oompany A attached to 47th Infantry Combat Team continues ® hold
in the SCHEVENHUTTE area, Company B attached to the 60th Combat Team
contimies to probe toward limited objectiveg, 60th Cambat Team mainly
regrouping and holding, Company C with 39th Uombat Team continues
to hold in its sector while regrouping for occupation of mew sectar,
Company D attached to Yth Bivision Reconnaissance Troop., One platoon

. av Division CP, Two platoons with reconnaissance platoons in the
298th Engineer road block sector, Battalion Maintenance drew seven )b
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tanks (Ford Engines) - released four to Company B and three to Company
Ce &newy activity was relatively light with artillery and morta
concentrations of light character falling throughout the division,
weather cola and reiny, visibility poor, OCombat efficiency 10Uz

Battalion, less service and combet elemencs, in position ROKIGEN
(K912286). Aissault Gun Flatoon of three, two gun sections attached
to end supported Infantry Regimental Combat Teams of indirect fire
with the cannon companies, Mortar Platoon continues to support 298th
Zngineers road blocks from position at (F005380). Compeny A attached
to 47th Combat Team continues to hold positions in the SCHIZVENHUITE
area, Company B attached to 60th Infantry Combat Team worked toward
limited objectives S, of GERVETER, in the vicinity of (FOLB832%).
Company C atteched to 39th Infantry Combat Team and worked toward
linited objectiyes in the GZnkiIZn area (FOR5330), 3%th Canbet Team

| with Oompany C shifted from the right flank of the division to the

October 5 -

QOctober 6 -

ceriter sector betiieen the 47th and 60th Combat Teams, Ore Battalion of
60th Infentry Cambat Team plus one platoon Campany B tanks moved from
AONSCiaU to join 6Cth Cambat Team in its sector, L4th Cavalry tcok
over LCISCHAU, Company D withstood attzck on 298th Engineer road
blocks with two platoons. One platoon at Division CP, Artillery and
mortar fire fell in fair to heavy concentrations throughout the area
of the division, Wecther fair, visibility fair to good, Combat
efficiency 100%,

Battalion, less combat and service elements, in position ROZTGEN
(K912286) urtil 1330 tlen moved to area NE of ZWEIFALL at (K965383),
Closed in area 1530, Battalion Maintenance Section moved to VICHT &t
(K9%2394). Closed at 1500, Asesault Gun Platoon of three, two gun
sections each attached to infantry combat team cannon companies,
Supported cambat teams by indirect fire missions, M, rter Platoon
attached to 298th Engineer Battalion in support of road blocus,
Platoonremains in position at (F005380). Company D continues attach-
ment to 9th Division Reconnaissance Troop surporting 298th Engineer
Battclion road blocks, Company inactive during dey. Cne platoon at
Diviston CF as guard, Oompeny A attached to 47th Infantry Cambat Team
still holds its positions in the SCHEVENHUT'E area, Campeny 5 attach-
ed to 60th Infanmtry Cambet Team held its positions against the SIEG-
FRIED LINE, OCampany C attached to 29th Infantry Cambat Tgam inactive
except for holding positions E, of LJIAERSDORF., Contemplsted drive
in 39th sector did not materialize due to lack of air support caused
by unfavcrable westher until approximstely 1600 hours. Eremy fighter
plane groups in strength up to 18 appeared over the sector and re-
ceived heavy but inaccurete AA fire, kortar and artillery fire fell
throughout the division sector. Weather cold and rmainy, visibility
poor until 1600, Comtet efficisncy 100%, .

Battalion, less service w«d combat elements, in position NE of ZWEI-
FALL (K965383), Service elements closed in new area 1130 at (K930-
316)es Battalion Meintemance in position VIGHT (962394)e 4ssaul Gun
Platoon of three sections of two guns each attached to Regimental
Infantry Canbet Teams supported Cambat Teams with indirect fire,
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‘iitir Poatoom Cootimes i jesition st (FCC53€0) surporting 298th
Leinr attellion rcaa vlcciss Compz=ny h attached to A7th Infantry
Soroout Dewr wna cistinues Lo hola positions in the SHpVAIHUTTI ares,
Al LossBr, alil :'.m't;; fire fell throughout 47th Combat Tetm sector,
X.jpany & attichea to 60th Infurtry Cowbat Tecm znd Jompany O attached
te 3yt Infanir: .crrha* Team comuenced aqrive “hrougk SI.GIRILD de-
fensss ¥, and S, o. LELLEISDOWF at 1130 after air 2na artillery

preper Lioree Z'%v\ resistance encounterea in rorm of wire, Sa fire,
Tori.r ene artiliery fire, abl close of perioa had advanced approximetely
100G juros, .ewther cle.r, visibility good, Combat efficiency 100%,
Dettalion, less service and comb:t elements, in position NE L.IEIFALL
(Ky65383), tervice ~lements in position at ( 930316), Battalion

) & rtenunce in position ‘J"uff (¥962399 ), Asscnll Lun Platoon of

t.res, WO Jun sections supiorted each of three infuntry comtat

tewrns witn indirect fire With the camnon companies, lortar Platoon,
from positions vicinity (FO05380) supported 298th Enzineer Battalion
rosze Llocsz between ' 7th and 60th tomoat Team sectors, Corpany A
attuched to !7ti Tecimeantll Conbut Team szntinued to hold in SCHiVEI-
o7 wrea (£OOALLC) wosorbing ortilier: and morter fire of & continuous
crzrictire Cx.pany R attachea to 60th Draprunen'c,a.l Sombat Team supported
uttoicx toward lmited objectives S of GaR.ATER in vicinity (F005325),
Tesistance meb ir form of scncrete sna field fortificatl ons and road
'.I.Mfs, rires, morta- wnd 3a fire, Progsress slow, Qompeny ¢ attuched

L)

o ,wr cDEAT ntel vortat Team supror ted attack to I, to objective of

SeilnTal (IN1533%)e L euched positions snmroximately 1000 to 1500 yards

e o4 Ctjective, .iesistance met similar to that of 60th Combat Team,

SO, ary Dattichea to th Division econnaissance Troos with one platoon

Lt oLlvizion CF, two other platoons supported 298th ingineer ra dblockse

.euter uJ.e T, visivility very _nod, Air <ctivity over the division
ctor aguinst enen;.  Jou'xt cfficiency 1004,

o ‘z.l‘*'on, less service and conbat elements, in position NE of ZiEI-
Aol et (0955392), Service elements in position st (X93(314). Bat-
tilion L uint enace in position JICHT (¥96239%9 ), Assault Gun Piatoon
of thre¢, twWo ,un c2ctions attuchec to each regimental combet team
for support with the cannon cuonpanies by indirect fiye, Iprtar Platoon
attached to 2¥€th ingineer Butizlion, in position (FR05380), Canpany
A vith L7t Infantry umbat Team Vontlnues in positipn in the SCHEVZN-
HI2TS ureas  Conmpiny 3 attachied to 60th Combat Team supported attack
tovara W, Cae of TR ATSL &t (FOL932L), Lost one tank to artillery
fires (ne I7, 3.4, Stiff resistance met fromr fortified positions of
the SIZGF.Zi0, Congpeny C cttechea to 39th Irfantry Combzt Veam supported
at tack toward CHRLETID, (iff resistance net from SIZGFRIED positions,
ovh Jowpxn)y 3 and C ostained local objectives., Company D attached to
9th Tivision Reconm'-a«"me Troop; held one platoon at Divisi on CP and
two platoons in +he 29°tL sngineer sector to reinforce road blocks,
.eatler _cod, vi sit u,llt,_,r ccod, Combat efficiency 957,
Ztv'allon, less service and combat elements, in position ME of ZWIIFALL
(9o5292), Service and elements in position &t (K930316). Battalion
Yaintenance in pesition VIZIT (K962399), Assault Cun FPlatoon of
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Oooser 9 - three, tve Jun sections attached te each regimermtal camoat team for
svpport b indirect fire v ith t'e cannon corvenies, lortar Flatoon
at techeo to 2GRty ingineer Bettalion in support of road blocks,
Cowpuwn. & awttached o L7th Tufantry Combat Team continued to hold in
the SCHAVITLITm ares, T™Wo tunks at 2 time to be pulled out of the
line for mainte.xnce be;inning 10 October, Conipany 3 &attached to
c3th Infantry Combat Team supported attack to ZJ, Si, GERLETER.
tauvy resistonce from road blecks, Si and mortar fire including AT
rockets, Iost two tanxks to a7 rockets, Two d. evacuated S7i, one
1#IAe Terrain in tils sector very unfavorzble, veine wooded and steep,
{ne tank put ocek in action, Company C attached to 39th Infantry Combat
Teun at.ucxked toward GsR ZTSP making progress cgalnst heavy resisiance
cirilsr to the 60th sector, Corpany D contirnues cttachment to 9Yth
LCivision Zeconnaissance Troops. One platoon &t Division CP as guard,
2nd pls=tcon attuched to 3%ih Infantry to guard left flank, and 3rd
platcon suports road blocks in the 298th ingineer Settalion sector.
.eather cold cna cloudy, visibility poor, No air activity, Combat
efticiency 905,

Octo er 10 -tattalion, less combat and service eliements, in position NE of ZWSI-
Fall (X505383). Service elements in position at (¥93031b), Bat-
tulion Yaintenance in position VIZHT (K952399), Zssault Gun Platoon
0f three, twe _un sections uttached to each of the three regimental
Infentr; Combat rfeams, firins incirect missions with the cannon com=
poriese Clth Fa asking for incorporation of assault gun platoon
with its bzttalion., 0 aecision to leave the assauk gun pletoon
with cannon comy@nies, lkortsr Platoon attached to 29%th Engineer
Pettuliorn, firin~ missions in defense of engineer road blocks between
the 47tk amd 60th Zombat 'eam sectars, QOompany A attached to 47th
comtx.t Team cortinues to hold its pos tion in the SCHEVINHUTTE area,
Ccrstant heavy mortzr and artillery fire fell on Caupany 4 positions,
Cor:pany B attached *o 60th Combat Team and supported attack to E. and
SE. teginning at 1200, 1st platoon with the lst Battalion moved
at 1800 to 33 sgeinst heavy resictonce to take its objective (reed
rnet at FOl1304). 2nd and 3rd platoons with 2nd and 3rd Battalions
made less prcgress agcinst heavy resistance, 3rd platoon cut the
ro=d &, out of G.IXLEZTER. Company C attached to 39th Combat Team
attacked to ¥, and took GZIRVETER (FR5335), Resistance in the 39th
and 60th Combat Team sectors consistec of heavy mortar fire, SA fire
erd considerable mumbers of AT rockets, The terrain in these two
sectors is decidely unfavorable for tank operation, Company D attached
to 9th Infantry Divisi on Reconnaissance Troop, 'ieather cold amd
cloudy, visibility mar to fair, Combat efficiency 85%,

Octoser 1l -Rattalion, less service and combat elements, in position NE of ZWEI-
FTall ot (K965383). Service elements in position at (K930316), Bat-
talion haintenance in position VICHT at (K962399), Assault Gun Platoon
of tiree, two gun sections attached to each of three Regimental Combat
Teams firing indirect missions with the cannon commnies, These
sections sre firin: heavily in supports Crews resorted to gas masks
in the turrets to overcome cordite fumes. Mortar Platoon attached to
298th Engineers in s:pport of road blocks between the 47th and 60th
Combet Te-m sectors, Tompamy 4 attached to 47th Combat Team continuss
to hold in the SCUEVENHUITE area, absorbing heavy morter and artillery
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fire. 1lst Platoon Goupany 4 to go to Commny C at 015 12th October.’
Corpany P attuchea to 60th Combat Team supported attack S, and SW,
from GoR/ATER (FOR5433), meeting heavy resistance in form of mortar,
artillery, SA end AT rocket fire as well as mines, 1lst Platoon.tznks
with 1lst Battalion had been cut off at RF (F011304) and 3rd platoon
in working S, from GERMETER toward it lost two tanks to mines. An
interior roed to the isolated platoon was made through woods,  Capt,
Pay, Conmending Officer, evacvated It, Harris and one E., wounded,
Two other tanks lost, crne to mine and one to AT rocket, Three ',
S'.as Company C attached to 39th Infamtry Comba® Teem supported attcck
E. toward VOSSENCCK (FO0332), Met heavy resistance similar to that in
50th Combat Team sector, Lost three tanks to AT rocket fire, it,
Sherwood, MIA (last seen in tenk turret after AT hit). Plan develop-
ed to assault VUSSENOCK on 39th sector by massed tank action
coordinatea with artiilery, TD and Infantry, Battalion Commanding
Officer called to Division Headquarters for corsultation and advise
on use of amor, Attack scheduled far 12th October, Company D
attachea to 9th Division Reconnaissance Troop, One platoon at
Divisi on CF, one platoon supported 298th Engineers in protection of
39th Combat Team léft flank, and one platoon plus five men from
Company D Headquarters dismounted and established a defensive position
on 39th left flank. The terrain in all sectors remains very un-
favorable and definitely favors the defenders., '/eather feir to gcod,
visibility fair to goode Oombut efficiency 80%,

Battalion, less service and combat elements, in msition NB, ‘of ZWZI-
FALL (K965393 )s Service elements in position =t (K930316), Bat-
talion Kaintenance in position VICHT at (K962399). Assault Gun
Platoon of three, two gun sections ettached +to each of three regiment-
&l combat tears in clos e support with indirect fire missions, Mortar
Platoon attached to 298th Engineer Battalion in support of road
blocks between the 60th and 39th Infantry Combzt Teams. Lortars
wearing out and replacements difficult to secure, Cne mortcr (81vY)
unserviceable after 750 rounds, Division is reducing allotment of
morter ammunition, Company A attached to 47th Infantry Combat Team
cortirues Lo hold its position in the SCHEVENHUITE area, continuing
to absorb mortar and artillery concentrations, (615 lst Platoon
Company 4 moved from L7th sector to 39th sector with Company C for
contemplated attack with Company C on WOSSZCCY (F0332), Company B
attachea to 60th Infantry Combat Team supported atteck to SW on
VOSSZE!ICCK. 1lst Platoon reduced to three tanks of which ome is in-
operative mechanically, in 3 very sensitive position at (FO11304),
Supply and maintenunce of this platoon very difficult, Lt, Hayden
returned from hespital and tcok over this platoon at 1000, Y as
again evacuated at 1400, After procuring some persomel replaceme nts
(1 sergeant and two crew men), the two tanks of the platoon and two
TD's plus one platoon infantry, assavlted from the flank the three
pillboxes closely opposin; ther, One pillbox taken and the position
impreoved somewhat, <nd Pletoon held up by mined tank blocking the
roade Retreiver from Compan; Headyunarters cleared moad at 1500, By
that time tanks had found wey aroundy, Crewrmen from one tank of this
platoon which was isolated from rest of the tznks, fought off the
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enemy by dismounted TS¥C action, Lkachine zuns of tanks could not be
brought to bear opecause vehicle had been mined, By 1630 other three
tanks of platoon had joined it, 3rd platoon of three tanks with Compeny
I, 60th Infantry, at ( FO19324) were cut off for most of day by counter-
attack, Twc “anks of this platoon lost previously to mines, Oompany
B drev four new 39 ton tanks (Ford eryines and heavier ammor).
Personnel losses in Conpsn; B heavy due to both casualties and illness,
Cne officer and 5 &) evacuated, Company C, plus one platoon Company A
in position preparctory to launch massed tank attack on VOSSZIX CK.
Before this could bc accomplished, the 39th Hegimental Combat Teams!
positions 1000 yards N. of GERZTER were strongly counterattacked by
two companies of infamtry reinforced with observed fire from SP
artillery and mortars, Co'munication lines to the platoons attached
to Battalions of 39th were severed, Lt, Heinemann, S\'A and evacucted,
One platoon leager left in Compeny C at close of period, Third
Battulion of 39th with tank platoon had withdrawn from positions N,

of VOSSENOCK ana E. of GERMZETER to positions N, of GERVZTEF, One
platoon tanke, plus one infantry company secured GEZRETER, TIwo tanks
in Compan) C lost, OCompany D attached to 9th Infantry Division
Reconnaissance Trcop, maintajned one platoon at Division CP &s guard,
This platoon alerted at approximately 0930 for possible use egainst
counterattack in 39th sector. Use did nd mcterialize, One platoon
dismounted on the left flank of the 39th Combat Team in a defensive
position was cverrun by the attacking enery, Later assembled and re-
aestablished its lines, One prlatoon remained in support of ree d blocks
in 298th Engineer sector. Weather fair to good, visibility fair to
good, Light air activity on both sides. OCombat efficiency 70%

Rattalion, less oombst and service elements, in position NE of ZWEIFALL
at (K965383). Service elements in position at (X930316), Battalion
kaintenance in position VICHT a*+ (X962399), Assault Gun Platoon of
three, two -un sections attached to each of three Regimental Infantry
Carcbat Teams for indirect fire missions with the canrmon campeanies,
Ammunition allotment reduced to 150 rounds per day, Assault Gun Platoon
Previously fired considerably in excess of this amount, Mortar Platoon
attached to 292tli Engineer Battalion in support of road blocks between
the L7th and 60th Combat Team se:tors, lortar ammunition allotment also
cut, Mortars in need of replacement, which at present are not avail-
able. Company A, less 1lst platoon, remains in position in the SCHEVEN-
HUTTE area absorbing fregquent mortar and artillery concentrations,
Company B attached to 60th Combat Team continued to support attacks on
pillboxes and fiefid brtifications S, and SW. of GERVETER, It Platoon
with lst Battalion of Cambat Team attacked fram RJ at (FOL13Q4) with three
tanks, One of the three tanks hit by AT rocket and wounded the section
sergeant and ore man., Tank had to be abandoned. Subsequent agtion en-
abled the eremy to capture the tank, Section left in command of
Corporal, The position of this platcon has been precarious for three
days, supply and gassing teing exceedingly difficult, 1In the supply of
this platoon today, one 1/4 ton truck was lost %o mines, supply . -
sergeant SWA and Service Carpany driver INA. Third platoon in support of
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nginy Ioat ]| FI1y304), Flatoon leacer, Lt, Stubblefield, SUi

N l.e e orting to attalion CP, 2nd platoon su ,orted 2nd Battalion
Tombtat leam ir ettock, lompun, B received two orficers ana twenty

ore 2 re.lacerents ut 1800, Keplacenents are not ocombat traired ana
rone were tuni commancers, of which there is serious need., Cne
conjiny of taniks from 32nd Tank kegiment, 3rd Arworea [Division, plus
“wo companies infortrr from 2na Battalion, L7th Feziment, moved into
porition o~ task force to support ~th fegimentel Combat Tecm. Company
£, pPlus one glétoon Co pany 4, attachea to 39th Infantry Combat Term
waln erlvort ourir - the danv was restoration of line forced by enemy
connterittick wown draw in the (W013:) block. 17y enemy employ=d,
Tanks Uerezo to o Lit ‘or eneny along ro2ads, o enemy tanks embloyea,
ne.vy figntins ticow hout th. dej,  Coupany D attachea to Sth Infantry
Livicion reconnuissares 'roop ana has one »letmron in position =t
Tiviclon CI’ an two platoons emplored to protect the le ft flank of the
S Comre t, Cean in its effort to vrinch off the enemy salient within
its lines, euther fe'r to clear, visibility fair to good, Combct
efr'iciencyr 81.,

:Jt,u Lior, less cervicze 2 combuc elements, in mosition Nz SURIFALL
Lr (.’.‘/0“5“) CZarvice elemrents in position at (K930316). Battzlion
waeintenance in pos tion VICHT at (F\%z.399) e.8sault’ Cuan Platoon of
tnre2, two un sect ons attuched to each of three Regimental Infantry
sombut. egrs for indirect fire ith the cannon companies, Mortar
Platoon attacihec o 29Rth ingineer Yattalion for support of road
~locks zetwesn 47th and ALth Comet Team sectors, Coripany A attached
to 47th Infuntr, Zacbat Team continuea to hold its positions in the
STHLVITHIT TS urez,  1st nlatoon attzchea to Company C in 39th sector
Yo suprort gttock to s, Nortar and artillery concentrations fell on
tne positions, Corpany P attacheo to 60th Conbat Team supported attack
towura LJ on (FUC3510),  Stifr resistance met in form of AT rockets,
~ariur, artillery and Sa lire from piilboxes in the 2nd platoon sector,
Lt ¢na >ra vietoons supportea attuck towara rozd leadin, S+ out of
TuiesTdle  Heavy resist-nce encountereds Sompeny C attactea to 39th
Squwt T2 relitively inactive pendin consolidation of 39th Combat
leun positiors, 1st pictoon Cowpuny 4 attached, GQompany D attached
te yth Il.ision Recomnaissance Troop :cting as guapd for Division Cf
and in su,ort of rozd tlocks on left flanik of 39thy I-fantry, “/eather
£00Q, visitilit, cod, Combit efficiency &% .
attolion, less service and oconoet elerents, in position NZ ZiUEIFIALL
at (K96538- ), Servine eleremts in ':os:tlon at (K93(3lo). Battalion
Leinterance in mosi*ien VICHT -( 9643‘19) isssult Gun Plotoon of three,
two _un sections ittached to ecch of three Nepimental Infantry Combet
Teams for Incireszt fire miscions with the ccnnon companies, Mortar
Ilateon att:.cneo o [99th -“infineer Hattzlion to support road blocks
beween /,7th _no £°th Cowmbet Teams, Tombdeny A attached to 47th In-
fantry Comnnt e.m continued to hold its positions in the SCHSVENHUT X
Lreas lst pl-tv.on reverted to Company A from Company C at 1200,
Dortur ond artillery concentraticns continuea to fall in the sector,
Sonmpan: R wbtachea to 60th Combst Team supported attack to S, and SW
of G.7% Ll2+, 1st platoon with Ist Batwzlion bo,rea aown in the initial
phases of the attock nue to mechanical failure nf lead tank whlch
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Colower 15 -~

Cctober L -

Octeber 17 -

bloex-a the rozdj aense woods preventea by-passing, Lt. Tate, platoon
lezuer, S.n by mortar fire, Lt, Snamnon, Zrd platoon leader, KIAi by
wortar fire, ‘oth oificers were on reco:naissance to front, Tx-
trecely nheavy wortur ana Shi fire _revalent throughout the 6U0th secbor.
Captein roy relievea Qoipany I anu zssigned Heirdonarters Couwpeny,
Septain Uoshall ascuned caumand Corpany R, Lt, Carter relieved as
saintenznce officer, Company B ana assigned Heediuarters Caupany, Lt,
Spees Lrsiynet Lompeny 3B as miinwenmance officer, 1lst Sgt. Zangla re-
lievea Co veny 3 and 1st Szte Sulek and S/sSgt. dckels assigned Company
Be Compiny ¢ atrached to 39th Infantr; Caubat Team inactive auring
perioc except for road block missions, haintenance lping performed on
six vehicles, leortur 2nd SiA fire fell thrournout sector, <Cowvany D
attachea te 9th _Livision leconnaissance Troop. One platoon at pivision
CF &s uara and twc platoons at Cormpany CP in reserve, "eather rainy
and cold, visibility poor, Combst efficiency 87,:. '

Battalion, less service ana combat elements, in position NE. Z\ZIFall
et (K955383). Service alawents in position at (K930316). Battalion
Lzintenance in position VICHT at (K962399), Assault Gun Platoon of
three, two gurn sections atteached to each of three Regimental Infantry
Coupat Teams to {ire indirect wissions with the cannon companies,
Lortar Platoon attached to 298t Ingineer Eattalion with mission of
frotecting road hlocks ketweer 47th end 60th Cambat Team sectors,
Co.pan) o attached to L7th Comxt Team continues to held in the
SCVENHTUITIS wre., absorbing moderczte to hezvy mortar and artillery
fire. Cowpany 3 attachsc to 60th Combat Team reorganized present
pcsitions Si of GSRLIT&l. Heavy mortar amd artillery fire fell in
sector sporwcdicall;, Company D attached to 9th Infantry Division
Recorraissance rcop and held two platoons as ILivision Reserve and one
at Divisien CP as jwrd, ‘‘eather fair to bad and cloudy, Visibility
por. Combat efficiency 87%,

Zattelion, less service and corbat elements, in position Nz, ZWEIFALL
at (K96<383). Service elements in position 2t (K93(316), EBattalion
Lainterance in position ViICLT st (K9€2383). Assault Gun Platoop
Attachea to Compeny D os division reserve, Three puns (1053 How. )

of each mediun line ccmrany attached to each of three R gimental
Infantry Couzuat Teans to fire indirect missions with the cannon
comp.nies. Mortar Platoon attached to 298th Zigineer Battalion to
support road blocks between the A7th and 60th Combat Team sectars,
Conpany & attached to 47th Cambat Team continued to hold its positions
in he SCHIVEITIVTTS area absorbing sporadic but heavy mortar and

shell fire, Cocupany T attached to the 60th Infantry Combat Team
surported loczl rearrangement of its lines but was largely inactive,
Scame mzcharnical troubles in the tanks were corrected, Heavy mortar
and artiller; fire in area, Laqrge numbers of AT rockets, Commny C
attzched to 39th Infuntry Combet Team remained inactive as combat team
held defensive positions, Heavy mortar and artillery fire fell through-
out area. Company D, less one platoon, held in reserve by Division,
One rlatoon at Division CP as guard., 'feather fair to bad with cold
and intemittent rain., Visibility fair to bad, Cambat efficiency 85%
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October 18 - Battalion, lsss combat and service elemenis, in position MNd. LcIFeLL

Qectocer 19 -

at (K9653¢3), Service Oonpany in position at (192(516), Battalion
Yaintenance in position at VICHT ot (K9623% ). Three 105 of Assault

Cun Platoon attzched to Cawpuny D as Division Zeserve, Tnree 1C5MY
Howitzers fror line compinies attached one to each of three feginentel
Infuntry Coubet Teams for irdirect fire nissions with cennon compenies,
Compuny 4 attached to L7th Cambat Team cortinued to hold its positions

in the SCJZVuUEUTIE area absorbing heazvy rortar and artillery fire.
Company 3 attached to 60th Infantry Combat Team in position S of TEhIITIhe
Small activity during the day., ERremy concentrutions of mortar and
artillery contirued to fell in sector, Lt. Bucknigham attached to Compny
B a5 surplus cfficer for orientation. Compeny C attachea to 3%th
Infanlry Combit Team in active stutus behind C. T. lines during dey,
Positions N. and ', of GZILuTShLe Company D attached to ¢th Infamtry
Division Recomncissance Treop zs Division Peserve, In position (X97€-
547), one plat on at Division CF as guard, .eather cold and r.iny and
visibility poor., Combat efficiency 8L¥.

Rettedion, less service und combet elements, in position W, ZVEIFALL
at (K9%5383), Cervice elements ia position ot (¥93031¢), Battalion
laienance in position VICIT et (K982399). 4assault CGun Platoon (three
guns) attachea to Camjiny D and remains in Livision Feserve, Assault
Cuns of each redium conpany attached to each of three Pesimentel
Infantry Coubat Teams to fire indirect fire missions with the c2nnon
componies, These ,uns comtinue to fire inuirect fire heavily in cloee
supovort, ‘'crtar Plztoon remains attached to 298th ingineer Battzlion
to support road blocks in the sector between the 47th anu 60th Combht
Teams. (o..puny a remains attached to 47th Irfantiry Combst Team and
continues to hold its positions in the 3CHaVANIUTIS area, The 3rd
slateoon in 3CHIVAIHUTIE preper withstood severe heavy artillery con-
centr-tion of buttalion strength et apmroximetely 2100, Heavy mortar
concentrctions continue w0 f1l intemittingly dirin, deylight hours,
2nd pls-con completed move to high ground at (¥F971401). This platoon
acting &s 47th b giment protection ageinst air--borne and/or amored

. attack on its left flank, 1s* platoon remains in regimental reserve,

Instaliction of "300 Redios" in tanks continues, Company 3 attezched

to 60th Infantry Conbat Team held in defensive positions S, and Siie

of GZlLLTER, Sector relatively gquiet except fo: sporadic morter fire,
svacuction of disa.led tanks unnerteéken, Lt, Horowitz reported and

was ussi;rea to Jompany Be Two Z} replacements assizned to Company

B, Battalion @ visited 60th Infantry OC to speak of tank tactics,
Installation of "300 P.Pdios” in t.unks continues. Company C ztt.ched

to 3%vh Infuniry Regimente)l Cambat Team remained inactive in sector
which is now defensive in character, Maintenance of vehicles and
Instcllation of "300 kadios" in tarks continnes as tactical situation
pemits., Lt, Lu lo,e &«nd one & rerorted to Jompany © s replacements,
Sporadic rortar and artillery fire fell throvghout the sectors Comgny D
ttteched to 9th Division Reconnaissance Troop, in division reserve,

One platoon at DTivision CF as guara, Special emphasis being placed on
preparation or readiness for eair-horne attack. Vajs General Craig,

C3, 9th Infentry Division, visited Battalion <C, i.eather cold and rziny,
visibilit, poor, Combet efiiciency 84%,
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Cctober 20 - Battelion, less combat and service elements, in position & of LI EI-
fall at (X965383)., Se:vice elements in position at (K0 MBle), Bet-
tzlion Maintenance in position VICHT at (K962399). Assault Gun
Platoon (3 guns) attached to Company D, continues in Division Teserve,
The three 105 ) Howit~er tanks from the medium companies, remain
attachea to the three cannon companies of the irfantry combat teams,
firing inoirect missions, Mortar Flatoon remains attachea to 298th
Bngineer Buttalion in support of road blocks, Company A attached to
the 47th Infantry Combat Team omntinues to hold defensive positions
in the SCHEVAMNHUTTE ares, <2nd platoon continues to hold on the high
ground at (K97L,01), Sporadic mortar and artillery fire fell through-
out the sector, Installation of "300 Radios" continues, Compeny

B attached to 60th Combat Team relatively inactive in defensive sectors,
The platoons continue to hold the perimeter with infantry, Sporadic
mortar ana artillery fire fell throughout the sector, Company C
attachea to 39tk Infantry Combat Teem inactive during period =~ held

in reserve status in the C, T, area, Sporadic fire from mortar amd
artillery fell throughout the sector. Compeny D attached to the Gth
Livision Leconnaissance Troop, remained in Division Reserve. Cne
platoon at Division CP as guara. Assistant Division Commander visited
Battalion 0 at Battalion CP from (530 to 1200, Ten men fram each

of B and C Companies, plus one officer from Company C left for three
day rest at VERVIERS, RIGIW at 0730, eather fair, Visibility fair,
Combet efficiency 8.4%. ’

October 21 - Battaiion, le:cs combat and service elements, in position Ni of ZWEI-
FALL at (K965383), Service elements in position at (¥K930316). Bat=
talion Meintenance in position VICHT at (K962399). Assault Gun
Platoon (three guns) attached to Company D and remain in Division
Reserve, Three remaining guns from the medium caupanies still attach-
ed to camnon companies of the three infantry combat teams for indirect
fire missions, lortar Platoon remains attached to 298th Engineer
Battalion in support of road blocks between the 47th and 60th Combet
Team areas, Company A attached to 47th Combat Team continues to held
defensive positions in the SCHEVEMHUTTE and FLEUTH areas, Sporadic
mortar and artillery fire fell throughout the sector, Company 2 ‘
attached to 60th Infantry Combat Team continues to hold with infantry
in defensive positions, Agreement reached to move platoons from the
perimeter to vicinity of battelion CP's effective 22 October and
thereafter during period of tacticul inactivity, Battalion Executive
Officer and Battalion Maintenance Officer with crews evacuated tank
in Company B sector while under heavy mortar fire, Campany C attashed
to 3%th Infantry Combat Team inactive during period, Sporadic mortar
fell in the sector, Seven EM evacuated due to injuries sustained
when truck carrying them turned over, Company D remsins attaclsd to
9th Infurtry Division Reconnaissance Troop and remains in Division
Reserve, Ore platoon at Division CP as guard, Weather fair to good,
visibility fair to good, Combat efficiency 86%,

October 22 - Battalion, less service and combat elsments, in position NE of ZWEI-
FALL at (K965383), Service elements in position at (kK930316), Bat-
telion kaintenance in position et VICHT (K962399)., Assault Gun Platoon
(three guns) attached to Campany D as Division Reserve., Three ascault
guns from the medium companies attached to each of three infantry combat
teams to fire indirect fire missions with the cannon companies, Mortar

T ‘ 35
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Fletuon cttachied *r 294bh Engineer attslion W support road blocks
cetveen *he o0th ama 47th Combet Teum sectors, Companies /i, R and C
wLiechea to 47th, 60th ana 39th Infantry Combat Teams ana held de-
fensive positions throughout the period, Sporcdic mortar ama artiller;
Jire fell throuchout the division sector, Omdrnv D attached to 9th
Livision Peconnzissance Troop arnd remained in Divisdon Reserve, less
one (latoon et Liviclon OP ws gusrd, eather feir, visibility fair,
Convat effizicncy 9045,
Rattelior, less service ana caubat elements, in position N3 of LUEI-
SALL at (RSO 3E5 ), Service Company in position st (K930317), DRat-
telion laitenance st VICHT (KE99R3% ), 4ssault Cun Platoon (three guns)
uttichea to Comper) D as Divisdon Reserve, Three asscult gun from
meciwe corpenies attoched to each of three infantry cémbat teams for in-
cirect fire with the cannon conpunies. Morter Platoog attuehed to 294th
sngireer Ruttalion in sup,ort of road block between 4Tth and 60th Cambat
Team sectors, (c.panies A, B and C attached to 47th,.A0th amd 3Gth
Tafantry Con.cat ewrs anc lielc cefensive positions in the SCHEVEMHUTTE,
3 of GLI3UTSE ana GIRY LTAR sectors, Sporadiec mortar ana artillery
fire fell throughout the sector, Compeny D attached to 9th Division
heconnaiss.nce Troop ond remainea in Division keserve,' .eather fair
Lo poor, visibllity fuir to poor, Conbat efficiency 95%. 75VM practice
firirg conductea for replicerents of Companies © wund C,

Settalion, less service um combut elements, in position M of ZWEI-
FaLl 2t (Y955393),  Service Compwly i.n position at (K930314), Bat-
tulion Maintenance ‘n position VICHT ot (K962399), 4ssault Gun Platoon
(viree guns) ztt.chec to 9th LJ_VJ.S.'LCI’] Rewnna_.:sance Troop as Division
Feserve, Two assault guns from meaium compenies attachea to NOSTEIL
(47th) cannon coifpinys Ope assault pun atvached to 60th combat team
cunnon company., sll usea for indirect fire missions, MNortar Platoon
«ttoched to 2%”1 insineer Battalion to sudsmort road blocks tetween
L'7th ana ¢Obh seclors. Company 4 athachea to 47th Infantry Combat Team
continues to hola defensive positions in the SCUSVANEUTTE area, lst
em 2nd pl-toons novea io reserve position re’r infontry battelion CP's,
3rc plwtoon reeitinda in SCIIVANHUT IS on origineal road block missions
Qo.Finy B attochea to oOth Infantry Combet Team held defensive positions
ST o1 Gabl 2Tk, Flutoons pullea out of perimeter positions and held
in reserve at infantry batt-lion CF's, ZCompany C atteched to 39th
Infentry Combat Teer beld cefensive npositions in GERATER end N¥ of
there, Oix tanks ir positior ot (FO13335), Femainder of company in
reserve at Z.JIIF.LLs Company D dvt:lCheQ to $th Infantry Division
Feconneissance Troep and in Division heserve, Bsttalion S-3 and

i.é3 ntenance Officer with *hree 3 departed at 1300 to attend four day
class on flme thrower at CP 70th Tank Bottalion ot (K975006), Bat-
calien ¢ met with 720 Division tc receive orders on move to VEY.ERTZ
i inst.ructiors for tr-ining, Combat efficiency 98%,

Puttilion, less ombet and service elements, in position N& of TWEI-
7LD at (31965382), ilements of the Service Company departed area at
(K930316) et 13C0 am proceeded to CH.A PAGNE, BIGIMM, C(Closed 1600,
Necessary te shuttle ammunition dump, Rattalion Reconnaissance Officer
end party depertea 0900 for u¥WE TL to arrance for quarters and areas,

FFTEFI
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Qctober 25 -

Qctober 26 =

Cctober 27 -

October 28 -

October 29 -

QOctober 30 -

it 1430 Reconnaisscnce Qfficer communicated thot mission was carplete,
Compcnies ", B auna 7 remein in tacticel situation e of the 24th,

Cor.pahy D remains attached to 9th Division Feconnaissence Troop,

issault Gun FPletoorn attached to Company D as Division LKeserve., Fe-
muining ussault guns &s of the 24th, Puattalion relieved from attach-
ment to VII Corps and atteched to V Corps at 1200, Combat efficiency 9&f,

Rattalion, less service and combat elements, in position NE of T"EIFLLL
at (K96538), Service Gompuny shuttling zmmunition and gas dumps to

O PAGME, ESLOIW, “Sattelion Maintenance in position VISHT (K962399 )
Asszult Gun Flatoon relieved of attachment to Company D, znd ussault
cun with 60th Cortut Tear relievea of attechment to 60th Cannon Compeny
and returned to Lettalion control at 1600, Assavit Gun Ploitecon and
Company B zssault gun moved to Company B for exrected move to new area,
Company C &ssault gun returned to Compeny © control. Company A asszult
sun rereinec attachea to 47th Infentry Combat Tezm Cannon Companys
Compuny C in asserbly urea at LhAIFALL aweiting movement oruers, Compeny
R less 2nd platcon in assembly area et (kYR03z0) await ing movement
oraers, Co.feny U attachea to Yth ULivision Feconnaissance Troop await-
iny movement orders, Visits exchznged between 7C's and EO's of 707th
and 746th Tank Pattolions on terrain and copabilities of armor in this
sector, Oombat =fficiency 98%.

Battalion, less service and carbat elements, in positian NE of LWEIFALL
ot (K9t 5383), Forwara CP movea to wEYWIRTZ at 1300, Closed at 1530,
Service Caupan; completed move to CHANP.GNS, EoICIUM, closing in ares
1100, Comrsny L departed viecinity ZEIFALL <t 0730 with 9th Division
Yeconnaissance Troop on move to (K868(R5) vicinity FAVWONVI LIk, 38ICIUV.
Closed in arec 1100, Headquarters Compeny closed in new area at WiY/S¥TZ,
THLCTIWY et 1700 Znag platoon Compeny B relecsed to company control,
Compiny A4 remcins attichea to 47th Infantry Combat Teum wnc attached

to 3rd iArmored Division. Combat efficiency 98%.

Compzny B ceparted Z.'3IFALL for Wia¥wirTe, RiLGIW at 1300, Compeny C
departed Z.iIFALL «t 1330 for VZWERTZ. Compeny R closed at 1645,
Company C closed at 1800, Fear CP with Rattclion Executive Officer
departed vicinity WiV.ERETZ at 1330, Closed in new area 1530, Bat-
talion S-3, raintenance Officer and three EM returned from flame
tirower school at 70th Taenk Battelion. heached new area 1530, Neeting
of all corany commanders at Battzazlion CP at 1700 to discuss refitting
amd training, fCorpany A remsins cttached to L7th Infantry Combat Team
with 3rd Arrored Tivision in SCHEIVENHUTTE area at (FO05425), Combat
efficiency 98%,

Battaliqn, including service and combat elements, in bivouac vicirity
HAWERLRTL, PSLOIUM (K885055) for occupction of defensive sector, Prep-
arations beirg made for ordnance check of anis and vehicles and
Quartermaster items being inspected, Training schedules prepared for
anticipatea semi-rest period and refitting, Coumanding Cfficer and
ctaff to discuss bettalion inclusion in group with Commanding Officer
and S-4 of 3rd Aymored Group, Weather clecr, visibility good, Combat
efficiency 98%,

Battelion, incluaing combat &na service elements in bivousc far re-
fitting and training at WL YWERTZ, BEICIUK (K885055). One platoon

S i | 7'7
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Cctober 30 ~—onpany C :oved &t 0800 to 3rd Battalion 39th Infentry for comhined

October 31 -

tank-infantry training for the day, Company B arrangea with 6Cth
Infantry Regiment for use of two platoons on 3 October for combined
tank-infantry treining, Other units of uhe battzlion uncergoing
oranance checks of arms and vehicles by the 526th Ordnance Jompr ny.
Training started in the companies, Chief of St_ff, 9th Infantry
Livision, visited Battalion Qommanding Officer to discuss treining
plens, Battalion Commanding Officer und S-3 departed 1300 for 70th
Tank Battaiion CP, 8th Infantry kegiment CP und 22m Infantry Feginent
Cf to look over terrein preparetory to move into the line in the V
Corps sector, Battallon Commanding Cfficer to recommend tonk companies
to be held in reserve stctus near regimental CP's of infentry and to
ke amployed on "mission" Ltasis, returning to company assewbly areas
upon corplation thereof. S-4 of Jrd Armmored Group visited Battalion
CP, .eather cold ana with heavy cold. Combat efficiency 9€%.

Rattalion, inclucding service amd combat elements, in positions WEYWiRTZ,
BSLGIW: (VKE35055), occuprying defensive sector but held in reserve,
kefitting and training taking places Two platoons company B 2ctive with
6Cth Infantry in combinec tank-infentry training. Ore platoon Compm

C active vith 39th Infantry in corbined tank-infantry training. Corpony
A remains attached to 47th Infantry Combat Team 2nd attached to 3rd
Arpored Division. Compeny A continues to hold defensive positions in
the SCHEVENHUITE area, Chief of Staff of 9th Infantry Division visited
Bzttalion Commanding Officer for discussion of training and refitting,
526th Ordnange Campeny contirnued with checks of vehicles and arms, S-3,
S=4 of 3rd A mored Group visited Battalion Commandi ng Officer, Eight
flame throweFs for tanks were drawn from A Iy CeweSe wWecther oold &nd
foggy. Combat efficiency 98%.
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SECRET By wutihority of
CG. yé(ﬂc'ff T
HoaDo UARTARS T4bTh Tal X 5n Ta LICK oy
a‘\PC 230 U. S. tn?l'Y. Dﬂte /—M—&.-m
, Initials s
2 December 194k
A \\
SUZJ327:  iaction ageinst. sreny, Eeports after/after action Heports, Y
N
/
™ : Tre ~aojutant Cereral, .ecshington, De Ce -

(Thrus CG, V Corps, aPC 305, U, S. ammy),
1, In compliance with paragraph 10, A% 345-105, as changed by changes
i#3, the followin; report is sutmitted for 746th Tank 3attalicn, for November
lﬂ‘/ﬂtt

e LT ICTUaL \NIT:  7h6th Tank Eattalion,

1 llovember - 50 llovember, Assigned to [first United States Army,
attachea to yth Infentry Division,
ce STRINGTH: 1 lovember 38 6% 2  WC 677 By

30 liovember L0 0 2 o677 kI
Net Increase_?;_____

ae STATINS: 1 iovember to 5 November - Y. SETa, BuIOIUM (VK885055)§D
5 Hovember to 15 November - KRINKSLT, BELGIUN (VK9 75045)
15 lovember to 3G Hovember - UEY/ZRTL, RSIGIW! {V¥885055

€s LniCH&S: Lot applicable,

fo Cil PuIGNS: lame of: Operations in N,. Zermany,
Duration: 1 lovember to 30 licvember 194l
Purpose: Invasion of Gemany,
authority oreerin. ¢ V Corps.

‘ e TTLu3s See Annsx #l,

h. OO}\.HADH‘J C Cub IN I JOETANT ANGAC J.;. S
1 tovemrrer to 30 lovember 1344 - Lt, wl Clarence G, Hupfer

ie I0S3:S IIY ACTICr's See Amnex #2,
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The jericu ovensu on 1 lovember lyiy with tne “etialion &scigneu to trie
1st arey ang attucned to the Yth Infepnt:y Zivision tacticalily ena ew.inisrratively,

The porioc vreaxs inwe three cistincet ponascs, 1 oventer toirduin o

icvemper, 5 loverber turoush 14 November and 15 Lovember tracusn 20 Lovanrer Lvéu,

1 lLoveunoer through 4 lovemoder 1944,

Al the ciose o: the previcus period the outteiion, 1€Ss -priin; ., #4s 1
position tie area .aY.inTi, BLGIU. (nord g cuerre zone; (VnE€85055), ~aVil. VIild,
BILGIW (VE8650<5) ana CHALPAIGLS, 'lsIUh (ViBo8357) i & delensive sector wita
the Yth Infentry Iivision for refitting followin; ihe e:nwustive operctions in the
WaTlaN wne HkTGS! rRusT3, HRefitting cnd reorgaication continued wwown the
Lt of lNovember with particular ewnphasis on coimpletion of installation in tanss or
SGu 300 haaios, grounc=tanxk telephone and flaue throwers, wo..oined infantiy-tanx
training wus contimuea tihroucn the /tnl 01 hoveimbers

Goupany & dauring this period cci.tinuea to hold ity positions in the
SCravalAUT To=FLaUTH areas (WiL05422) wnd (VRy71401) iu suoport of the 47th Infenwry
redment Combut Team attuched to the 3rd armiored Divisicn,

5 lovember throush li iovember 1G4k,

On 5 *ovember the Battalion movea into the lines wivh the yin Infuntry
Division relieving the 4th Infantry Division anu the 7Cth Tong Battwlion, (he line
extenaed along (.. FO36064), (.FOR1032), (WrGk2005), (. FO2898L), to (.FOOLYTT).
A change in policy permittea the tank companies 5 and C to remain in company assewvly
areas in the vicinity of Infantry kepimental CP's until needed, Cne platoon per
conpany was kept on 20 ninute alert status during daylight hours to meet emergencies,
This policy pemmitted the continuous training of new replacements and the completion
of refitting of the vehicles, Activity alons the front was confined to active
patrolling and sporadic and light artillery fire, The remainder of the odattalion
remained in tactical positions in KRInK=abLr, RiGIW and vicinity (VR975045)e

"Company A during this phase continued to hold its positions in the
Sthavenhully area in support of the A7th Infantry Combat Team, On 9 November the
47th Infantry Combat Team with Company A was relieved of attachment to the 3rd
Armored Division and attached to the lst Infantry Division,

15 November through 30 Noven.ber 1944,

On 15 November the 9th Infentry Division and Battalion, less Qompany A,
was relieved in the lines by the 99th Infantry Livision and noved tc reserve
positions, The Battalion, less Company D, moved to the wigYulBaTe, WIGIW -~ FAMON-
VILIS, BulGIUn area (VK885055) and (VK865025) where it remained wntil the close of
the pericd, Oompeny D remained with the Yth Infantry Division Reconnaissance
Troop in BULLINGEN, BSIGIW (VKY50020) until the close of the period, Iixtensive
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BalLe 1aICAT JOW BOLTIL OF OVAKSIR 1944, Sont'd,

: esuneu wioh particular emphasis on development of flame thrower
cinigue «na t«.l,thSo

oyt SR BRI

SO Ve SV le=ril U ere on 1o Hovauber et 1245 followin-t w heavy air
SOEnNy A4 continue o to supjort tne

Cowpadly .. wibh the L7th Infentry Cowbat Team juuped off in attack fron: the
8 bombar awe nt.,
L7th through the 29 November, peing relievec

“iw revertin, te peltaldion control in bivouac at Bilti, BuLiTur (V925053 ) at 1500
oL LOVeieY 1Y gu,

Jhe acitiorn of bmpan; A VLS characteriZeo oy very heivy resistance in

pines, Lrtlisery, o =na oI recket fire, Losses were neavy, The company wrovec irouw
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NALE
Tenner, Ciyde E,.
Jones, Hugh J.H.

Taylor, ¥illiam H.
Melasky, Mex J.
Baird, M¥ervin (NKI)
Sims,Jr., Cecil (WMI)
Popst, Douglas K.
Smithey, James H.
Kellis, Joseph W,
Leperouse, Miriam A.
Fowler, Charles E,
Denninger, Arthur J.
McCormick, Richsrd L.

i n
oLy

I1

LCCise IL £ACLUIONW

OFF ICLRS
R4&NK ASH
Ist Lt 01017677
1st Lt 01014734
ENLISTZD MEN
Tec 4 35435174
Crl 38251976
Sgt 6887640
Sgt 14190939
sgt 39059834
Tec 5 38279135
Cpl 58286355
Pfc 38261359
Pfec 120984 48
Tec 4 36349408
Pvt 14038539

1 llcvenver 1lu4.. To
50 November 144

1YPL CAL

KIA

MIA

LIA
SWWA
SVA
KIA
LIA
LIA
KIA
KIA
SWA
SIA
SWA

DATE

<26
27

11
19
20
8

21
23
27
27
27
27
28

Nov
Nov

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

4&
44

44
44
44
44
44
44
44

44



CWEsEEmaEE T T

AITTX #%

STATISTICAL AFTEX ACTION RSFORT MOV 3ulr 194k

746th TaliK BATTALION

Nunber anca kina of enemy tanks uestroyed,

1L
ione

<e¢ Other ememy véhicles, pillbooxes or weapons cdestroyed,
liachire Guns - (Open emplacenent) = 30
Razockas - LO

AT Cuns (75 & 7AL) = 15

3¢ Cuwr tcnks lost,
Tank ledium, } iOH2 = 2

ocket fire - 1

Iost to #T and AT r
7 at fire - 1

lost o n7 rocex

Tt s e~ ra sy
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JOURNAL FOR 1 MOVEl 3uR Ty 30 NOVEL Sl 1Yl

hovenper 1 = =attelion, incluuing Service and conbat eleuents, less Cor.pany A, in

Jovemper 2 -

Sovemier 3 -

lovenioer 4 -

Jovanber 5 -

bk ales 8

position .EYELTL, 3aLliIW (VES85055) occupying defensive sector while
refitting and reorganization, Two platoons Co._any = active in train-
ing «ith oOth Infentry Regiment, Cne platcon Jompany C active in
training with 39th Infantry Kegiment. Compeny A regiains attached to
L7th Infantry Reginent attached to 3rd Amoread tivision in SCH.Vall-
HUI £ area, Instazllation of the following contlnuea throu; hout the
perioa, Telephones in tanks, "300" radios in tanxs, and fiaue throw-
ers in tanks., Eefittuing, cleaning ane reorgznization continued tirown
the period. Training in specializZed sudbjects for new personnel con-
tinwea, Training of all personrel stressed., e:ther cold and fog: .
Compat efticiency YUse

Zttalion, including Service and caubet elements, less Company a, in
position WuY.uRTa, EsLGIUM (VKB85055) in occupation of cefensive sector
wnile refittwing ena reorganizing, Two platoons Company B in combined
training with 60th Infantry Regiment, Cne platoon Cowpany C active in
caupined treining with 3yth Infantry Regirent, Cocwpany A remains
attached to 47th Infantry hegiment, attacied to 3rd amored Livisicn
in SCHaVENHUT IS area, Training, refitting and modification of venicles
continues, . eitner cold ana I1oggy. Conbat efficiency 90x.

Battalion, inclucing Service and coupbat elenents, les: Company A, in
position .AY.iRT., FLIGIW (VKE85055) in occupation of defensive sector
and refitting.Treining of troops cciutinues, Iustallation in tanks
continwes in tle foluiowing items: Flare ihrowers, camouflage retting,
and telephone for -rouna troops, Coumpany A remains atteched to 47tn
Infantry hegiment in the SCHoVE:IUITS area, Unit commancers aade
reconnaissance of new areas for move on 5 Hovamber 1944, Chief of
Stuff, vth Infantry Division inspected Caupany B in company of 34t~
talion Commanding Cfficer, S-3 and ixecutive Ciicer, eather cold
and foggy, visibility poor, Combat efficiency vOs,.

Battalion, inclucding Service and combat elsnents, less Qonpany A, in
position .aY.irls, BLCOTUR (VIBE5055) in occupation of defensive sector
and refitting, “'raining of troops continues, Installation continues
of the following items in or on the tanks: ¥lawe tihrowers, causouflage
retting ana telerhone for grouna troops. o any A remains attached
to 47tk Infantry Repiment in SCHEVANHUCTS area., vnit comuw.anders mace
furtiher reconnaissance of new areas for nove on 5 lovember 19id.,

Chief of Staff, 9th Infantry Division visived Caumanding Orfic.r and
Oog;pany Ee «eather cold and foggy, visibility poor, Jompat efficiency
YO%e

pattalion, incduding Service and caubat ele:=nts, less Caupany a, in
position woYiwiTe, "WLGIUL (VKEE5055) antil 1130, sattalion roved at
1130 to XRINKSLT ana vicimity. wattelion OP, leadquarters Q(oi.pany,

and Buttaiion leaical attaciment in KRINILLY (Vi975C45), Service
Company at (VKY50057), closed in area 1400, Co.pany U at PULLINGsS!
(VKY5luel), <Jlosed in area 1520, Company 3 uttuached to 60th Infuntry
feginent woved to position at (VROJU00C) in rescrve statis, (ne plitown
on 20 minute alert, Closed in new area 1400, QD pany ¢ attacihied Lo .
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November 5 - 39th Inrantry Regiment in position at (VK982056), Closed in new area

November 6 -

toveaiber 7 -

Joverler & -

pvermer 9 -

1415, In reserve stastus, One platoon on 20 minute alert, Forward

CP moved at 1015, Closed in KRINKELT 1115, Canpany A remains attach-
ed to L7th Infantry Cambat Team attached to 3rd Amored Iiviaion in
the SCHEVINHUTTE area, Weather cloudy and visibility poor, Combat
efficiency 90%,

Battalion, less nervice aju combat elsments, in position KRINKELT
(VK975045)s Service Company in position (VK950057). Assault Gun
Platoon ana Jortar Platoon in Division Reserve in KRINKELT., Company
A attached to 47tk Infantry Regiment and attached to 3rd Ammored
Division in the SCHEVZNHUTTE area (VFO05420), continues to hold its
aefensive positions, Campany B attached to 60th Infantry Regiment in
reserve at (VKOOOOOO), Company training continues, Company C attached
to 39th infantry Regiment in regimental reserve at (VK951R1l)e Oom-
pany trairing continues, Assistant S-2 and S-3, 3rd Amored Group
visited CP to speak of reports to V Qorps. :leather cold and cloudy
and visibility poor, Oombat efficiency 90%,

Battalion, less Service and combat elements, in positions KRINKELT
(VK975045). Service Company in position (VK950057), Assault Gun and
vortar Flatoon in Division Reserve at KRINKSLT, OCompeny A attached

to 47th Infaniry Combat Teazm, attached to 3rd Amored Division in

the SCHIVANHUTTZ area (VFOO5420), Caupany B attached to 60th Infantry
Cambat Team in regimental reserve at (VKOOOOOO), Campany training
continues, Crne platoon on <0 minute elert, Coumpany C attached to
39th Infantry Combzt Team in regimental reserve at (VK982056). Oom=
pany training continues. Ore platoon on 20 minute alert, Compsny D
attached vo yth Infantry Division Reconnaissance Troop in Division Re-
serve at (VK9>1021), Company training continues. Battalion conducting
gchool in flane thrower for 4 days beginnin~ 7 MNovember 1944, ‘leather
cola anu cloudy, visibility poor, Combut eificiency 94%

Burtalion, less Service &na combat elements, in position KRINKLT
(Va975uL4>)s Cervice Company in position (VKG50057)., Assault Gun
Platoon ang > ortar Flatoon in position XRINIKEZLT. Company A attached
to L/tn Infaptry Cambat Team attachea to 3rd Amuored Division in the

'SCHAVAIHUTTS area (VPOU5420). Company a4 still holding aefensive

positions and absortin; frequent mort:r :nd artillery fire, COompany
= attecned to 6CGth Infantry Regiment Combat Tean in regimental reserve
at (VKLOCOOU), Crne platoon on 20 ninute alert., Unit training con-
tinues .rile in reserve stsétus, Caupany C attachzd to 39th Infantry
Caubat Tear in reginental reserve at (Vi$820:6)., Cne platoon on 2C
sinute zlert, Unit training coantinues wnile in reserve status, Lt
Tiyae Beatty anc I, Hudson reportec «nc asci. ned to Company Ce Lt.
¢:0oUs relieveu Jorpany  wna assipned to iecadyuarters Company, Company
L attacned tc 9th Infantry Division Teconiaiscance Troop in uivision
reserve at (vKvy51021), (ompany traiuing contina:s, Battaiion con-
aucting fieise tnrower school for 2, C and tattalion laintenance,
jeatner snon, visinility poor, Combat ¢fliciency 94%.

mLtasion, «s8s ca.oat anc service elexents, in positiaon KRINKsLT

(VY9 75045 ). Service Company in position {VKY50057)s Asszult Gun

e e . o
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Platoon ana Yortar Plevoon in position KRILKSIT. Company 4 attached
to L7th Infantry Jouoat lTean, attached te lst Infantry Zivision (re-
ilevea from attaciuent to 3ra amorea Livision), continues to nold de-
rensive positions in the SCHuViiHUTTZ area (VFGUs4RU), Conpany 5
avtachezu, ve oUth Infantry Combat Teaw in regimental reserve at
(VELULUG )Y Conpany treiming continues, One ainute on 20 winute
alert, Coupeny C attached to 3%9th Infantry Combat Team in regimental
reserve at (VKy820567). Company training.continues. Cne platoon on
<U rinute alert. Cospany D attached to yth Infuntry Division Reconn-
aiscence Troop in division reserve at (VK951021), Company training
contiaues. =ttailon conwucting Jllame thrower scuocol for 3, C and
Ztial.oon D ainiencace, ecther, intermittent snow, visioility poor,
Canbat efiiciency Yo

Avtadion, less cambet ana Service clements, in position KRINKALT
(Vsy75045). Service Company in position (VK950057), Asszult Gun
Flatoon and ortar Platoon in position KRINKSLTe Compeny A remains
attacheu to .7th I:fantry Combat Tean. attached to lst Infantry Division
ho.iding deiensive positions in the SCHEVAZWHUITA area (VFOO5420), Oom-
pany B &ttached to 6Ctn Infantry Comopat Team in regimental reserve at
(VKOOOLW)s Cre plztoon on 20 uinute alert, Company C attached to
59th Infantry Combat Team in regimental reserve at (VF982056), One
pdatoon on 20 ninute alert, Coumpeny training continues, C(ompany D
attacined to yth Infantry Livision ieconnaissance Troop in division
reserve at (VK95121), Caupany training continues., Battalion con-
aucting flam= thrower school for B, C and Battalion lLajntenancs,
sxferinents continuing. eather, intermittent snow, Combat efficiency
9i%e '

tovember 11 -Bad:.t«ed.:ﬁonS less Service znd combut elenents, in position KRINKELT
[ ]

ovember 1<-

(VKY75045 Service Company in position ,(VK950057)s hssault Gun
Flatoon ana lortar Plestoon in position KRIMKSLT., Caupany A attached
to 47th Infantry Combat Team attached to lst Infantry Division in

S CHaAVINAUTTE area (VF005420), Company B attached to 60th Infantry
Combat Team remeins in regimental reserve at (VKOOOOOO), ore platoon
on 20 minute zlert. Company training continues, Light artillery
fire fell on the regiment area during the day. Company C attached to ™
3yth Intantry Combat Te&m remains in reserve position at \VK982056),
One platoon on 2C minute alert, Company training continues, 39th
Infantry moved out of line and was relieved by regiment of the $9th
Infantry Divisions Company C remains to support tham, Campany D
atiached to 9th Infantry Division Ieconnaissance Troop in division
reserve at (VK$51021), Cowpany training continues, 9th Division CP
has moved to Ca'P ZLSANBOEN with all its elements excepting the 60th
Infantry Combat Team. The Battalion remains in position with 99th
Infantry Division, although still attached to Yth Infantry Division.
weather, intermittent snow, visibility poor. Combat efficiency 4%

Iettalion, less combat znd Service elements, in position KRINKLLT
(VKy75045)s Service Company in position (VK950057). Assault Gun
Flatoon and lortar ¥lutoon in position KRINKILT in reserve, Company
A Gottached to 47th Infantry Combat Team , attached to lst Infantry
Iivision, continues to nold its aefensive positions in the SCHEVENHUTTE
area (VFOO5420)s Oompuny B attuched to 60th Infantry Combat Team
rewcins n reginental reserve at (VKOOOOCO), Ore platoon on 20 mi‘x{u}:e
. - "J .
Ty
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November 12 =~ alert., Company training while in position. Company C attached to

November 13 -~

November 1 -

39th Infantry Combat Team &na remains in position at (VK982056).
39th pulled back to reserve area and regiment of 99th moved in to
line yssterday. OCompany C remains in position awaiting arrival of
armar for ncw regiment, Company D attached to 9th Infantry _ivision
Reconnaissance Troop in position at (VK951021), aeather snow,
Oombat efficiency 99%.

Battalion, less combat and Service elements, in position KRINIK:ZLT
(VK975045 ). Service Company in position (VK950057), hssauli Gun
am Mortar Flatcons in position KRINKSLT in reserve, Caupany a
attached ‘% 47th Infantry Combat Team attached to lst Infentry
Division, contimiwes to hold its positions in the SCHIVENAUTTE area
(WFCC5420)., Company B attached to 60th Infantr; Combat Team remzins
in regimental reserve at (VKOOOOOO), Cre platoon on 20 minute alert,
Canpany training in progeess, Compeny C attachec to 39th Infentry
Combat Team renzins in regimental reserve at (VK982056), One platoc:
on 20 minute alert, Campany training continues, 3%th Infantry has
moved back to rear erea, Caupany C supports one regiment of $%th
Infantry Division until tank bsttalion arrives, Compeny D attachecd
to 9th Infantry Division Reconnaissance Troop remains in reserve &t
(VK951021), * ‘ieather, snow and cold, visicility poor. Oombat
efficiency 100%,

pattalion, less caubat and Service elements, in position KRINKZLT
(VK975045). Service Company in position (VK950057), asszult Gun
ana dortar Platoons in reserve in KI.INKSLT., Oompany A wttached to
4L7th Infartry Regiment (ombat Team attached to lst Infantry uivision,
continwes to hold its cefensive positions in tne SCHEVINHUTTE area
(WFOO542C), Company B attachea to 6(th Infantry Combat Teem in re-
serve at (VKOOOCOO), dintire compeny on 20 ninute alert auring aay
to cover 60th Infantry as it pulled beck to reserve area rear fLi5N-
URN, Lli:ited traiming of caupany continues, Company C resains in
reserve position at (VK982(56) in supjort of 393rd heginent of 99tn
Infantry Division. O(ne platoen on 2C minute sclert auring day,
Campeny treining continues, Company D attached to yth Infaniry

. Division Reconnaissance Flatoon in civision reserve at (VK951C21),

Movember 15 -

Company training continues, The Battalion remains in position to
support 99th Infeniry Division, Leeting of ca.peny commancers 4nd
staff at 1700 for issue of Melc Oraer for move on 15 November 194l
Qombat efficiency 10Ca,
Battailon, less combat and Service (bmpany, wcparted REIIILLT ot
930, Arrivea .(sY..ETZ, uIlIW (VKEB5(55, to join Yth Infancry
Livisicn in army reserve., Caupany B, C, Service and .leadcuarters
Company closed in new areas at 1215 ana cau.enced establisning
bivouacs, Company B at FaRCNVILLE (VK867024), Oonpeny C at
(VKE68C35), Service Company at FARCNVILLS (VK867021), Headquarters
Company at .Y/ ahTe WK885052§, Cai.pany D remains in 2ULLIIGON with
Yth Infantry Division Feconnaissance 1rcop at (7i950020), 3Battalion
@, Staff and otfficers and nen (cadre) frow 74Cth Tank 3atvalion
care to bBattalion CF for orientation and talks concerning battle
tacticss arrivea noovn, cepartea 1630, S-4 ana Cheplain, 3rd Armored
Group, visitea Battal on CPs arrived 140C, ceparted 1500, ‘.eather,
snow, visibility poor, Combat efficiency 100%<.

4o Lo . . o,
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Lovenmper 16 -

Novenmber 17 -

lNoveiiber 18 -

November 19 -

November 20 -

Noven.ber 2i -

[

FET 7 - ol

Battalion, including combat and Service elemc:is, btut less Carpany
n, in position in (3Y._RTL, BiLGIW (VK&85C55) anc vicinity as

shown rfor 15 Novemter. Company & attachea to A7th Infantry Combat
Teaw, attached to lst Infantry Division in positien in the SCHIVE!-
HUITS erea (wFOC5420), Campeny A with L7th Infantry Conbst Team
jumped off at 1245 in major attack following heavy air and artillery
preparation and acvanced 1500 yards. Two tanks lost to sines, bpet-
talion in amuy reserve at WIYERTZ ocontinuing trzinins of replacenents
and treining in new weapons, particularly the flame thrower gun,
Some passes for officers and enlisted men to Pn IS and mUTzll were
granted, .éather, intermmittent snow, cCombat efficiency v<Z,

ek ot

Battalion, including Service and combat elements, less Jompeny A, in
position ZYELT., BELGIW (VK885055) and vicinity es shown for 15
Noveuber, Company A attached to 47tk Infantry Cambat Tewn attachnea

to lst Infentry livision in drive towarc =5C7.2ILIRR, Strong re-
eistance in fHrm of minses, artillery and mortar met. Belance of
Battalion with 9th Infantry Division in arniy reserve, Caupany train-
ing continues, IExperiments with flame thrawer continues, Consideruolc
V1 rocket activity overheaa. ..ecther cold, rainy, visibility poor,
Combat efficiency 95%.

battalion, including Service and combat elements, less Canpany 4,

in position at WiY. ..Tr, Bl IUx (VKB85055) and vicinity as shown

far 15 November. Campany & continues attachment to 47th Infantry
Reginent Combat Teaw, ottachea to 1lst Infantry livision in attack to=-
ward oSCH«EILI#R, Heavy resistance in form of niines, wire, mortars
and artillery, Balance of dattalion in reserve with $th Infantry
Division., Unit training continues, axperinents with flame thrower
continues, Oonsiderabls V1 rocket activity overhead. ieather
intermittent snow, rein, visibility poor, Combat efficiency 95%

Battelion, including Service &nc camtat elements, less Oompeny A, in
position at WiEYiWzERTe, SBIGIW (VK885055) and vicinity as shown for
15 November, Caupany A remzins attached to 47th Infantry Regiment
attached to lst Infantry Division in attack toward ESCH.EILIKR,.
Heavy resistance continues. Balance of Eattalion in reserve with
9th Infantry Division. Unit training continues. JIxperiments with
flame thrower continues, V1 rocket activity continues to e heavy,
Weather intermittent snow and rain, visibility poor. Combat
efficiency 95%,

Battalion, including Service and caubet elewents, less Campany A, in
position at WEY.WERTZ, HEIGIW. (VK&85055) and vicinity as shown for

15 November, Company & continues attack with L7th Infantry Regiment
Caubat Team, attached to lst Infantry livision in ASCH/IILIEE sector.
Iost two tanks, Arti.liery knocked track off of one and disabled
electrical system in other, Compeny maintenance undertaking repcir,
Sergeant Baird S.a ana evacusted. Resistence coutinuss heavy, Balance
of Battalion in reserve with 9th Infamtry Division, Unit training
continues., Flamc thrower experiments continues, lieather, intemittent
Snow and reine Combat efficiency 92%, sSxecutive O.ficer visited
Canpany A during day.

Buttalion, including Service ana combat elerents, les: Company A, in
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Noveunber 21 -

el ) . -
(. . |

WEYJERTL, BALGIW (VK885055) and vicinity as shown for 15 November,
Caupany A continues attack in ESCHWEILIER sector with ,47th Infantry
Combat Team attached to lst Infantry Division, Hesistance continues
heavy, ©Cne tank lost to enemy action. Balance of Battalion in

-reserve with Gth Infantry Division, Unit training continues, Flame

Noven.bcr 22 =

W
!

r.oveuber

ovasver i -

.ovemper 25 -

kovembter 2o -

throvwer experiments continue, V1 rocket activity continues heavy,
weather, intemittent snow and rain, visibility poor, Combat
efiiciency 92%. '

Battalion, including Service and combat elements, less Company A, in
position at AEY¥iEnTZ, BALGIUM (VK885055) and vicinity as shown for

15 November, Company A continues attack in ESCHNEILLIZR area with
47th Infantry Combzt Team attached to lst Infantry Division. Re- .
sistance continues heavy., Cne tank lost to enemy action. Sergeant
Sims, KIa. Balance of Battalion in reserve with 9th Infantry Division.
Unit training continues. Flame thrower experiments continue, Several
modific.tions vorked out for flame thrower, ‘.jeather, intermittent
snow and rain, visibility poor. Combat efficiency 92%.

Battulion, including Service and combat clerents, less Company A, in
position at SY:ZRTZ, BSIGIWM (VKR85055) and vicinity as shown for
15 Novewber, Canpany A continues attack with 47th Infantry Cambat
Teawm attached to lst Infantry Division in ISCHI/EIL:R area, Balance
of xttalion in reserve with $th Infantry Division, Thanksgiving
aay dinrer -of turkey, etc, at 1400, Aftemoon spent at ease,
~eatner, rain, visibility poor. Cambat efficiency 88%.

Battalion, inc.uding Service and combat elements, less Company A, in
position wiY ZRTZ, AILGIW. (VK885055) and vicinity as shown for 15
Novembter, Company A continues attack with 47th Infentry Cambat Team,
reattached to 3rd Ammored Division. in move fram ESCHWEILER toward
3IS.AILik, Tesis.ance continues heavy, Two tanks previocusly out of
action put back in. Balance of Sattalion in reserve with 9th Infantry
IMivision. Unit training continuss. S-3 departed CP at 1315 for 24
hour dauty with Coupany aAe ‘ieather, rain, visibility poor, Combat
efficiency 9<%, :

Battalion, including Service and cambat elements, less Company A, in
position " SY.iAnTZ, HWIGIW (VK885055) and vicinity as shown for 15
Novemocr, Company A continues attack with 47th Infantry Cambat Team
attached to 3rd Ammored Diviai on into WweEISJ/EIIER, Balance of Bat-
talion in reserve with Sth Infantry Division, Unit training con-
tinues, ‘/eatner, intermittent rain and snow, visibility poor, Cambat
efficiency 92%,

Battalion, including combat cznd Service elements, lsss Caupany A, in
position WEY.W/ERTZ, BsLGIW (VK885C55) and vicinity as shown for 15
November, Oompany A continues attack with 47th infantry Cambat Team
e of w2IS3TLsR, 1lst Lt, Clyde 1, Tanner, KIA frau artillery shell .
in a building from wihich he was observing terrain over which he was
to attack. Incident occured approximately 1230, Two replacament
tanks given to Caupany A, Balance of Battal on in reserve with 9th
Infantry Division. Unit training continues, iieather, rain to fair,
visibility poar to feir, Comkat efficiency 1004,
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3uttalivn, incluaing Cervice and combat elements, less Coupany A, in
position ..Y.a%0la, FWIGIW (ViB85055) and vicinity as shown for 15
sovemper 1944, Company A continues attack to I, of WWEBISWEIIZE with
L7tn Intantry Combat Tewn attached to 2rd Ammored Divizion, 3rd
platoon with . lve uttalion 47th relieved and umoved to CT rcar in re-
serves  One venk lost to nines, Believed repairaole in cowpany waint-
érnunce, Saiance of battelion in reserve witn 9th Infantry Division,
Univ treining continues, ‘Weather rain, visivility peor, Combat
efiiciency, 1:oCq, ' :

Battzsiion, incluaing Service and combat elements, less Company A, in
position WiV RTc, EIGIUN (VK885055) and vicinity as shown for 15
levermber 1944, Company A continues attack to fast of VEISWEILER with

~ 47th Infantry Combat Team, 3rd platoon in campany reserve, Ilst Lt,

MNovenber 29 =

liovember 30 -

Hugh Js lLie Jones 1In, 2 EM KIA, 4 B, Sui. Three tanks lost to AT
and bazooka fire, Balance of Battalion in reserve with 9th Infantry
ivision, Unit training continuss, uwecther fair to rain, visibility
fair to poor, Cambat efficiency 90%.

Bettalion, including Service anu cambat elements, less CJompany A, in
position Y. 2ETe, BIIGIUM (VK885055) and vicinity as shown for 15
iovemver 1944, Company A continues attack with 47th Infantry Combat
Team wast of WAEIS.EIIER. Heavy resistance continues, Balance of
Bttelion in reserve with 9th Infantry Division, Unit treining con-
tinues, ieather fair, visibility fair, Combat efficiency 90%,.

Battalion, including Service and combat elaments, less Company A, -in

. position JAWE:TZ, RIIGIWM (VK885055) and vicinity as shown for 15

November 19ik. Company A with 47th Infentry Combat Team releived of
assignment and attachment to 3rd Armored Division. Reverted to
Battalion control in bivouac at BERG (VK925051) at 1500, Balance of
Tattalion in reserve with yth Infantry Division, Company C remains
on 6 hour alert placed on 24 November, Unit training continues,
“leather, intermittent rain, visibility poor to fair, Combat
efficiency 90%,
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HEADJUARTERS 746TH TANK BATTALICN | :
A0 230 U. S. ARLY, | |

UNIT HISTQiY, November X

2 December 1944

SU2JuCT: Urdt History, November 194l

10 s The AdJubmt Gemercl, Washington, D, C.
(Thrus 03, V Oorps., AFO 305, U, S. Army).

1, In compliance with paragraph 2, AR 345-105, the following report
\ is submittea for 746th Tank Battalion, for November 1943

3+ UNIT: 746th Tank Battalion,

; o be  GaNGES IN ORGANIZATION: -

|

1 November - 30 November, Assigned to First United States Amy,

/’_b")”o’.

f q 3 Attachea to 9th Infantry Division.

'55: } c. UNIT STRENGTH: Commissiomed 40 %0 2  EM 677

QE G, STATICNS: 1 November to 5 November -~ WEYWERTZ, HEELGIUM (Vk885055)
| 5 3 T 5 November to 15 November - KRINKELT, ESLGIUK (VK975045)

15 November to 30 November - wmfsmz, BELGIUM (vx885055)
. 1aRCH2S: See Overlay.

ADJUT
/ot

L
fo Cal:PAIGNSs
(1) Name of: Operations in N ERKANY.
(2) urations 1 November to 30 Novbmber 194L.

3) Purposes Invasion of Gemany..
(h) .fuzt.horltx Ordering:s V Corpse

G

CANCELLED

Qm'nvm
IIQ

BATTL.S S

The period covered brezks into three phases, 1 Movember
througn 4 lovember, 5 November through 14 November and 15
Novemper tarough 30 November,

-
CL. 55, ICATION CHANGED TO:

BY

1 November through L November 19.l.

: At the beginning of the period the Battalion, less Company
} A, vas in reserve with the 9th Infantry Division in WEYWERTZ,

_— e

i | _ i e P
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FAY.ONVILLE and CHAMPAIGNS, BELGIUM, lierde de Guerre Zone,
(VK885055), (VK8o5®R5) and (VK868057),

Folloviing the strenwus and exhaustive operations in the
0ITGEN and HIRTGEN FORBSTS the Battalion was badly in n eed of
reorganization and refitting, Personnel and tank losses had
been heavy and training of rew replacements was urgent, Following
necessary maintenance and company orgenization, a Battalion train-
ing ana refitting scheduls was effected which embraced in par-
ticuiar the followings

1. Combined Tank~Infantry training using the new
ground=tank telephone and SCR 300 Tank-Infantry
r&dios. .o

2, Completion of the installation of ground-tank
telephones (hand sets are still short),

3. Campletion of the SCR 300 Radio installations in
tanks.

Le Installation of and training in the Tank Flame
Thrower, No tactical training of the Flame
Thrower was undertaken du® to the need of mastering
the technical phases, ’

5« 1Installation of wire matting on the tanks for
camouflage purposes,

6, Camouflage painting of the vehicles,

7. Elementary training for replacements in all tank
phases,

8. Buphasis on high standards of parform« in all
military matters,

Company A during this phase continued to hold its oftitiona v
in the SCHEVENHUTTE~FLEUTH areas (WFOO5/422) and (VE9719Ql) in

support of the A7th Infantry Combat Team, attachsd to the 3rd |
Amored Division. Their positions continwd to be subjected to 1
mortar and artillsry fire, Daily liaison was maintainsd betwesn
the Battalion and this compeny, _ ‘i

Novembsr ¢ nbex "

On 5 Novembsr the Battalion moved into ths linss with the
9th Infantry Diwvision, relieving the i(th Infentry Divisjion and the
70th Tank Battalion, The lins extended along (msos;. (ml-
032), (HmOOS). (WFQ28984) to (WPO0I977)e )
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Tbo march from WEWERIZ and vicinity was made in two
serials without incident,

' ~t

-

Change in policy worked out between the Battalion Cammanding
Officer and the 9th Infantry Division permitted the tank companies
to assemble in the vicinity of the Regimental Infantry CP's to be
called out when needed, During daylight hours one platoon of each
company was left on a 20 minute alert,

Holding the compenies immediately behind the lires enabled
us to continue the refitting and training programs, The techrd-
calities of the Flams Thrower were worked on, Soms difficulty
in securing ignition of the main fuel streas was encountered,
This was corrected by using a lighter fuel in keeping with the
weather, Several modifications were tried to improve the flame,
Modifications of the ignition head was finally made, but further
experiments continued,

Activity on the front was limited to act.ive patrolling and
sporadic artillery fire, The tanks were not called out for combat
during this phase,

Shelter presented somewhat of a mroblem but all compeniss
were billeted in homes or barns excepting Company B Field ex~
pedients however, provided comfortable dugouts for the men.

Smow started to fall on the evening of November 8 and con-
tinued intermittenly during this phase, Training in cold weather
operations having been given previously, the weather did not prove
too great a handicap,

Passes for men and officers to EUPEN and PARIS were initiated
and some of our personnel were able to take this opportunity,

During this phase Company A with the L7th Infantry Combat
Team continued to hold defensive positions in the SCHEVENHUTTE-
FLEUTH areas (WFO05.22) and (VK971401), During the latter part
of this phase the company was briefed for the break through operations
on the l6the On the 9th November the L7th Combat Team with
Company A was relieved of attachment to the 3rd Armored Division
and attached to the lst Infantry Division,

35 November through 30 November 194k

Cn the 15 Novembar 9th Infantry Division with this Battalion,
(less Company A) was relieved in the lines by the 99th Infantry
Division, The Battalion, less OQompeny D, which remained in
BULLINGEN (VK950(R0) with the 9th Infantry Division Reconnaissance -
Troop, retraced its steps to WEWIERTZ-FAWONVILIE and vicinity to
to into a reserve status, There the training program was resumed

with vigor,

- 3=




fosLy sround prevent.c tactical aépplication of the Fleme
Thrower in trcininge Lack of adequate rilling facilities hame
pered the training as the filling msnifold end high pressure filling
hoses had to hbe rotatea between companies,

Recreation in the fomu of motion pictures in the evenirngs
ana douchnut wa;ons was proviced,

Formal schooling for tank commanders in field artillery
forward obsurver rmethods was inaugerated, Light classes for
ofiicers were held every Tuesday, iednesday ana Thursday,

Cn 24 November, Compary C was placed on 6 hour alert in the
event of the.movement of the 39th Infantry Regimenut to the lines,
Ti:s alert was continued through the end of the period viith no
mevenent,

During the entire period enemy V1 flying bomb activity
was intense, our positions being beneath the main trajectory of
bombs nitting several of the larjer R IGIAN cities, AA fire
gamaged severel bombs which creashed in 2nu apout our positions
withouw inflicting dumages. An Oreanance Company serving ¥s sus-—
tained a bomb hit which caused several casualties and inflicted
neavy material loss,

A Caupeny, on 16 ovember at 1245 pushed oif with the L7th
Infantry Combat Team in «n attack from their positions in the
SCHSVENHUTTS-FLEUTH areas to take GR3SSANICH (VKY90LR5)s The
3rd platcon ip SCHEVENHUTTE oeing farther advanced remained
stationary as the lst ana 2nd moved up with the infantry on the
left fle2nk, The objective was reached by 1700, two tanks being
lost to mines with no personnel casualties, :

The company su.ported the atteck to ground (VK9945)
approximately 3000 yards S3i of SSCHJEIIER, Artillery and nortar
fire was intense and constant. lines were prevalent throughout
the sector,

Continuing the attack the campany reached positions on the
Southern outskirts of ESCHVEILER and moved sastward to EISWEILER,
the 3rd platoon approaching WEISWSILZR WFOOL8) from the South
in an enveloping movement, The lst and 2nd platoons attacked to-
ward LANGIRWEHE between the LANGER'EHE-~DUREN roed and the "Autobawn
Highway" running North of LANGERIEHE and DUREN,

On the 26 November 19/4 at (WFO1l480), whils observing
ground over which his platoon was to attack, lst Lt, Clyde B,
Tanner was instantly killed by enemy artillery fragments. Thus
was concluded the carecr of an officer who had fought as a platoamn
leader continuously for almost 6. months, Holder of :he Silver
Star with ore cluster, Lt, Tanmer was one of the finest combat
officers in the Battalion. His platoan carried on wnder S/Szt.

-L—
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¥iest the platoon sergeant,

By the 27 November the 2nd platoon had ruchod nmm
BURG CASTLE! (WFO19489), strongly held by the pnemy, Ti» lst
platoon was on the right flank at the outskirts of LANGERNEIE.
In-the castle one portion of the basement was held by ths enemy
infantry, and one portion by owr infantry, Outside, the tanks,
(several mired and bogged) contimued fire on the castls alorg with
other friendly infantry, - During & truce for the purpose of
collecting the dead and woundsd, a German fired an AT rocket from
the second story of the castle, hitting a tank twrret amd killing
the gunner and loadere This lifted the truce automatiocally,

X

1st 1t, Hugh Jo M. Jones, platoon leader, diamounted his
tank to contact the Infantry Battalion Commending Officer and was
never seen again, An intelligence officer from the 47th Combat
Team on a mission to the castle to seek surrender of the enemy
saw an American officer fitting Lte Jones description, He is
presumed captured, '

The company continued to attack to the East ma.king alow
progress until the 30 November when the ,47th Infantry Combat Team
was relieved and reverted to 9th Infantry Division and Company A - -
reverted to Battalion control at BERG, HELGIUM (VK922054) where
refit ting was started,

For the Commanding Officers

fopanr A

IOVEAIRE A, HEDGES
Major, Cavalry,
Unit H:Lator,’,nn.
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FEADQUART LS ToUTH Tall 3aTTALICN
AC 230 Ue Se arlY,

1 JTanuvary 1915, .
SUBJECT: action against Eremy, Teports after/ifter action [aports,

C ¢ The Adjutant Genera', .cshington, D, 2.
(Taru: CG, V Corps, aFO 305, U, 3, .rmy).
e
1, In compliance with pcregraph 10, AR 345-105, as chanred br crances
#3, the followings report is sutmitted for 745th Tank 3attalion, for December
1944 s

ORIGINAL WNIT: 7.46th Tank Battalion, o

Ip

be ZaN33 IN ORGallILaTION ¢
1 Tecember = 6 December, issigred to First United Stotes ,.my, -
Attached to V Oorps, and further attached to 9th Infantry

Division,

7 December - 17 December, iscigned to First United States .mmy, .
attached to VII Corps, end further attzched to 9th Infantry

DiViSion.

18 December = 31 December, ;issigned to First lhited States .y,
Attached to V Zorps, and further attached to 9th Infentry
Division,

STRENGTH: ). December 4O O 2 0 668  EN ,
31 December 39 O 2 W0 635 3V
Net Decrease _3i _

de STAZIUSs 1 Dec. to 5 Dec, = WEYCLIZ, RWLGIWM (VK885055)
6 Dec, to 18 Dec, - ESCHWEILWR, GERMANY (VK9LIL6O)
19 Dec, to 20 Dec, = OVIFaT, 2IIGTUN (VK837086),
21 Dec, to 31 Dec. = SE, EUFIl, BuLGIVN, (VKS22261)

lo
[ )

ee MALC'IESs See Battle Report,
f, CAMPAIGIS: Name ofs Operations in N Germany.
Duration: 1 December to 31 Decemtsr 1944,

Purposes Invasion of Gemmany.
Authority orderines V and VII Corps,

SRR

-l- . .\ ’\



http:hojut.:.nt

action against cfnemy, Reports ifter/After Action Reports, cont'd,

SELREZ

Lo BATTLES ¢

h, OCMMAIDING OFFIGER IN DMPORTANT ENGACENENTS:

See Anrex #1,

0PD
£75

1 December to 31 December 1944 -~ Lt, D1, Clarence G, Hupfer

i, ICSSES Iy ACTIONs See Amnex £2,

Jo FORIER AND PRuSENT MAMB'RS WHO HAVE DISTINGUISHED THEMSEIVES

I ACTICH.

Nakia

Cple Herbert F, Jones,

ko FHOTOGRAPHS: Nones
g Incls,
Lrosx AL
aili€x :2
it Jocontl
V-aicle osses
Stauinziel 22 crt
X 100 - s Lo UL xmy
0 108 =My Ftn Inf Liv
Al - Uy vttt Inf Div
S3

RAl'K

Jr, Cpl,

o
]
o]

CLATENCE &, H
it, ®©l,,
Commandineg,

.\‘

AVARIED

Distinguished Service
Cross

Tevalry,
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HEADQUARTEDS T46TH TANK BATTALIOH
AFC 230 Us S. aRUY,

1 Januery 1945

BiTTIE PEPORT FOR MONTH OF [ECGEMEER 194L,

o The ;.)ervj_.od‘opened with the Rattalion in reserve with the 9th Infantr
Division in WEY/ERTZ, BELGIUM (VK885055) end vieinity, (See attached map),

. For purpose of discussion the period breaks down.into four distinct
phases,

Phase I = 1 December through 4 December,
Phase II - 5 December through 9 Deccmber
Phase III - 10 December through 18 December,
Phese IV 19 Dember through 31 December,

PHASE I (1 December through L December 19.Lk4,

The Battalior, assigned to the lst U, S, Army, attached to V Gorps and
further attached to the 9th Infantry Division was in reserve positions in
WiYiBRTZ, BELGIUM (VK885055) and vicinity, Oompany A heving reverted to Bat-
talion control on 30 November at BERG, HELGIUM (VK925051) after somewhat
exhaustive operations with the A7th Infantry RCT in the ESCILVEILIER-WESWEILIER-
IUREN sector to the N,, commenced refitting operations of materiel and re~
organization end care of personnel. Limrited passes to VII Gorps rest camp at
VERVISRS, BEICIUM were grented to the company personnel. Refitting continued
throuzh the rhase. . .

Campany B, at 011230 December departed area with 60th Infantry RCT in
move to ROSTGEN-MONSCEAU crea (see map) to relieve the 15th Armored Infentry
Regirent, 3rd platoon with 3rd Battalion 60th Infantry took defensive posi-
tions in MUTZENICH (VX921193)., Belance of company with 60th Infantry RCT
(less 3rd Hettalion) in vicinity ROETGEN at (VK918273) on alert status, Tie
company closed in tte new areas at 1600 and remained withoub hostile activity,

except ing increased eremy air, until it moved on 6 IEcember,

Company C remzined throughout tre phase on 6 howr alert stetus placed on
24 November,

All elemerts of the Bztt:ulion continved in training of new and old
personmel and in perfecting new weapons, ie, the Flame Thrower Gun,

FILSE IT (5 December through 9 December 1944,

This phase dealt with the move of the 9th Infantry Division and the Bat~

PEOT'\?;?*:' R


http:ph<:a.se

Wi

Battle Report for lonth of Iecember 19)4, ocont'd,

talion from a reserve stztus to relief of the lst Infantry Division and attzche
ments in the ESCH/EILIER-DUEN sector,

On 5 December Company C with the 39th Infantry RCT moved at 0930 ard closed
in new areaz in NOTHBERG (VK987466) SE. of ZSCIEILLER at 1400, The compiny
w=sembled 23 & whole, [reparatory to reconnaissznce of forwerd aress znd move
into the 1lines,

Cz 6 December the Battalion, less Company A moved to ESCH/EILILIP-NOTHETS
ard vicinity, dosing at intervals from 1400 to 1600, Company © with the &Cth
Infantry RCT moved from the ROETCEN-MONS CHAU=MUTZEINICYH area closing in MCTHERTS
at 1,00, The march was made with the supported urits exceptinc Headguarters
and Service Comrany which marched with Battalion Yeadquerters (fer rorte of
march see paragraph e, "Marches"), On 062400 Decerter t'e Rattalion (less
Jomriny A) Was relieved of attochment to V Corps and attzched to VII Oorps and
further attached to 9th Infantry Division,

On 7 December Company A with L7th Infentry RCT noved from "ZEG, ZIINIWM to
SSCHAEILISE at (VK972465) closing in area at 2000, 1lst pictoon with lst Sat-
talion of L7th moved ot cnce into front line mositions ot (FO37.90)s 2nd and
3rd platoons remained in company erea in reserve with L7th Inf:ntry RC™ (less
1st Battalion).

On 8 Decemter all units entinued reconnalssance of forwerd areas crd
saming for offersive on 10 December, The Assault Twn Platoon moved into posi-
tion to reinforce the 39th Infantr:; PCT, TFiring positions were toker at ( /%
0284,0), The Vortar Platcon also reinferced the %9th Infantry PZT from positins
at (WFC3/.,74). Disrounted movemert under cover of darkness on the 8th btrought
the nortars into positicn at JU'CERSIORF (WFOLLLET ). ldssion to sugport the
atteck with smoke screen zd HE,

Cn 9 Decemher reconnzissence of fomara arezs ¢nd ompletion of plins were
effected for cssault on 10 December. C(ne platoon T-pan; A~ =nd one rlatoon
ompany © moved ‘ntc position =t (LiFC28481) to support by direct fire the ad=-
vance of 1lst 3attalion L7th Infantry ECT (see man),

PEAST IIT (1C Decerber thmu n 1P DNecer *er)

This phese corcerned itself vwith the nssiult t-ward DURsY of the Gth
Infentry Division suprorted by the “Litalion and flrnked on the left by the
1CLtL. Infantry Divisior und con tne right by the 82:d Imfantry Division,

Begining at C7'7 on the —crning o© 10 Decenber and continuing threngh 18
Decamber the operatior wue —haracterized by sewverz) si-nificant features,

1 Tre Gty Divisicn sector W.s across _an,cpen to rulling ple’n with
* {he mommi-dins high sroond o the S, irieielv ddne plen o
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SECRET

Zcttle Terort for Vorth of December 1944, corttd,

observaiion énd 2djusted enemy srtiliery :nd mort-.r as well - -
SP fira resulted,

~, Tne averue of z++ sk, 700C meters len~ -md 6070 neterz wide is
dot ted with small villases of he'vy; constroietio~ Lffordir - tlp
ener; 2 ceries of well defernced strons mx'nt s,

n

3. The atteck plain is subject to floocings by the RC:R RTVEE which
rurs through CUZEN to the N, Control of the dams resulating the
flooding rem&ined in enemy hznds throughout the period,

Le Main and guxilliary supply routes remained oyen to enemy observed
interdictory and berrage fire,

5, House to bhouse fighting ir. the villace strong points,

6. Cross country operations for tanks ond heavy vehicles resulted
in frequent and nurerous “ogred tankse.

7. BEvacuation of vehicles was effected under fire,

8, Althouch the opposing enemy forces were mot of the best and
"olkssturm' forces were evident for the first time, the enemy
resisted stubbornly from prepared positions,

9. Mines znd booby traps were notable for their density,

10, AT Rockets of the "P.nzerfaust 60" class were numerous as to be
rems rkable,

11, Toward the close of the period eremy paretroopers, in conjunction
with the major eremy thrust into the V and VIII ‘orps sectors
were dropped into the division sector,

12, Enemy air was more active then in the 90 day period past,

At the commencement of the operation, normal attachments were e ffected, ie,
Oompany A supported the L7th Infantry RCT in its initisl drive from LUCHEM
(WFO37440) 1800 yards E. °nd N, to the larce loke at (WFOA49) and (WFOL50). On
attaining their objective on the morning of the 10th, the lst Battalion with
the 1lst Platoon Company A thereafter held tte Division left flank and tied in
vwith tke 104th Infantry Division on the left, The balance of the L7th Infantry
RCT and Company A this Battalion, remained in reserve during the phese, Supporting

.this drive were one riatoon of Company A cnd one platoon Compmny R which took
up positions at (WFC28.21) und by direct fire were able to engege hostile SF

ST
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Buty Report for Lonth of Jecember 1944, cont'd,

gms neutralicing fire on tle lst Sat+talion 47th Infantry RIT,

By the close of 10 iecember the 60th Infintry RCT with Company B attached
and‘m‘z:ther reinforced by elements of the 3rd Armored Division had moved 1200
yards E. to teke CIIRGIICH (WPO53472) and had strong elam®nts in CEICH (WPO58475)
end an auxilliary force in RCTHAUS (. FO57467),

The 39th Infantry RCT with Compeny C attached moved E, out of JINGE
(}:'FOZ.DL,67> for 1800 yards to take D'dorn (WFO58463) and open ground to 'Niigfﬁ?p
rive Conipany C tanks bogged down to the W, of D'dorn, At approximately 2,00
captain Jares R, Shields Compar;” Commander and his i ton driver, (brporal Jones
vere Sar ind evecmted as a result of anti tank mine explosion. It. Lawrence
Deptula, Meintenance Ufficer, temporarily assumed command of the company,

Sonmpany D attached to 9th Infentry Division Reconnaissance remaired in
Division Reserve at NOT!iiRG,

ny the close of 11 December the o0th Infontry RCT with Compeny B had reached
2CHTZ (WFO70483) and 600 yards W, ~f KONZENIEDF &t (WFO68L65) against very heavy
3P fire, ortillery and AT Neciiets, 1st Plitoon of Company A with 47th Infantry
5T held the division left flank, The 39th Infantry RCT with Company C took
SCUTIZK end MERODS (1C545) against opposition similier to that in the é0th
Infentry =T sector, Four more Company C tanks bogged down due to wet ground,
It M. Stackhouse of CTowpeny D essumed oommand of Co:pany C, vize Capta Shields,
Tattalion laintenznce Flatoon evacuated a totzl of 12 trncked vehicles in 24
hours under difficult conditions and in many instances under eremy observation
and firee.

£; “he close of 12 Decamver the 60th Infantry RCT supported by Oompeny B of
the Battclion, in three attacks had taken HCOVAN (1/T088488), MN.LIAWETLER HOVIEN
(. m091472), except for the cutskirts, and KCKZENDEDF (WFO74466). dnemy observatien
and direct fire made these gains extremely difficult to hold., Supply of the tank
rletoons wes very sensitive, ’

The 39th Tafantry ®CT with Company C attacked toward DERICHSWEILER (WFPOTL5)
texing it at the close of the period after stuvborn house to house fighting,
Ctrer eleients of the 39th with tenk suppart attacked to the ST from LMEROE to
cut the rocd leadinz S0 ouwt of IERICHSW:IILR,

The /7th Infantry PGT svpoorted by lst Platoon Torpiny 4 held the lsft flank
of the Division sector,

13th December wes utilized in holding and mopoing up »y the 39th and 60th
Infantry R2TYz,

Ey the close of the lith [ecerber elemnts of the éith Infantry RCT had

taken a factory stronz point at (i/FO¥7467) against very heavy SP ena artillery
fire, Tie 39th continued to mop up IBRICHSVIILER ard vicinity,

SECREL
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SECRET

Suttle Fejort for lonth of December 1944, ont'd,

Swring the 15ta ana l6th mopping up was effected by all RCT's and plans laid
for attack on the 17th,

On 17 Decemher the 60th Infantry KCT mntinwed to hold agz2inst heavy shell
fire while the 29th supported by ore platoon of Jompuny C attacked to the ROZR
KIVak vetween MLRIAJILED ond CURLEVICH (WFO945). At 1200 (bmpany A with 47th
Tnfantry RCT was attached to V Corps ard moved to essembly positions vicinity
VUTZSYICH (VY92C200) to bolster V Corps against enemy counter offensive,

De to rolling ocountry and available hill defilade positions, considerzble
addit.ional supporting fires b;” tanks were given to infantry advances, This proved
effective in launching attack. Particularly was this true when the attack passed
over ground impasszhtle for tanks,

Aggressive recovery action by Company and Battalion Maintenance Sections re-
sarding repairable tanks or other vehicles is essential to oontinued operations
at maximum strength, Recovery under fire was accomplished to a large extent
during the period,

The Battzlion Commanding Officer was appointed Division Security Officer and
the Bottalion Staff commenced work of organizing Divisjon rear areas against
infiltretion or air-borne attack, This continued until the close of the phase.
inemy paratroopers were dropped on the night of 16-17 December in “WESWEIIER and
to the S, in tre YONSZAU-ZUPAN area in conjunction with the eremy's strong
offensive in the V-VIII Oorps sector, X

On the 18th zll elerents continued to hold their positions. Company D with
the 9th Division Reconnaissance Troop occupied patrol positions in the Division
reer areas in connection with the rear area defense program,

On 12 December the Battalion less Company B was relieved of attachment to
the VII Corps and attached to the V Corps.

PSS V (19 December through 31 December),

This phase dealt with the move of 9th Infantry Division and elements of this
Bottalion from the DUREN-mSCHIRIIER sector to aefensive positions in the MONSCHAU-
KALTERHIRERG-MUTZENICH sectors to reinforce lines of V Corps against enemy break
through which overran positions on the night of 16-17 December,

Qompany B with 60th Infantry PCT remaired in positions in the ESCHWEILER-
DUEN sector and were attached to 104th Infantry Division as of 1200 19 Deocember,

This “ettalion, less Compeny A 2nd B, departed £SCHZILER and vicinity on
1o Lecerbsr at 1400 and moved by way of ESOCHYEILER, STOLIERG, VICHT, ZWEIFALL,

oo SUPEN to SOULEBRODT and vicinity ang closed at 2000, Oompany C moved to
fsgg{nb gr ejrea with 39th Infuntry RCTJat VK894125)e Company D moved to SOURBRO DT

oo

-5 - '
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SECRET

Battle Report for Month of December 1944, cont'd,

and while in column was bombed by eremy planes, Lt, ‘zrren S .. and evzcu.ted :rd
one EM L¥as, A tilleting party from Company C wes bombed at 17CC in 30UR°TCTT and
3 EM S'A and evacwted, Compeny L moved from OUPBRODT at 173C to virinity
CVIFAT (VK23708 ),

The Assanlt Gun «nd kcrtar $latoon were attached to 2nd Bettelion 3Gth
Infantry RCT and mcved to firing positions in vicnity KALTETIERSEFN (V¥9251L7),

The move by this ZBattalion from the SSCHVEIIZZ-DUF7M sector was highliphted
by heavy air activity dwing +the d2ylight howrs by *he enemy, Fersonrel czsual-
ties and vehiculer losses were sustained as a result of enemy bompoinz, VI
Fockets were numerous the night of 19-20 December but no casvalties were suffered,

The Battalion includinc Service and Compen.” D rem2ined z* CVIFAT (VK&3709% )
and vicinity until 21 December end then moved to new urea S5 of AUPAN (VKE2Z261),

On 72 December (ompany 3 movecd with 60th Infantry =CT from positions in the
ECCIFEIIER-DIREN sector to W/, of LIEGs at HaVilalNi and then returred to MUT7.-
NICH-XALTERHER SEC sector on 24 Decerber, Tanks were left in ocompeny ¢rea *o five
direct and indirest fire into erem:; positions ard rlens were fowrulztea by compan:
wrmander as to routes to move crpmny ir cuse of enemy counter sttack ir this
sector, Artillery and mortir fire on Comrny B's positions was Intense and hecvy
at times @=nd some personnel casualties were sustzined,

On 23 December (crzany E wis relieved from attachrent to VII Corps ard
further st*ached to V Corps,

Defersive lines of Oth Infantr; Iivieionrn r-n ~erer-31r alonr the line ¥({V7 =7
(VK955220), WUTTEFICH (VKS?2187), HOFEN (VK951161), KALlT-oH®.2Een (VKO271L8) :nd
to S, cf KalTERWZPFELD (V1925087) with the 78th Infuntry Divisiecr on the left
flank and the 2nd znd 99th Infartrv Divisions on the richt flark, Cefensive
positions of 29t Infuntr; PCI, reinforced, wes situeted ~lorc the line (JXK935126),
(VK942103) (VK9560%2) 4n -~reat degth snd with tre -icht flank re“used, Defensive
positions of L7tk Infantry RIT, reinforced bty elements of 1(2nd Tavelrr and 1&th
Tark 3t+.lion, formed i line from (V¥938192), to MCN3ICHAU (VK9I218.), DKM
(VK951161), KiLTeBU:RRPG (VXG271L8) to (VK936137), Cn 2L Decewmber 6Ct» Tmfantry
RCT, rinforced, took over detensive msitions aleng a line running from (VKSLF =~
232) (VK93805) to (VK936195)., TFrom capiured erex: docunents it was zascert:ined
that the enemy plen called for a breazk throuch in the VCNSZIAU (Vi9L218L),
KALTERMR ZRG (VES27148) area with a sweep up the EUPEM v-1lle:- to cut suppol-
routes &nd te carture meterieles :nd sugplies for ‘he drive on LIL%s =nd QNTWTPP,

The lortar and .ssault 7'n Flatcon continwea close sudper* of Gtk Infentry
PCT during thic period by indirect fire, Mcrtir Flatoon Tost wic h:zlf trocks
to zrtiller; fire and fror the:e or were used as dismounted mortars with the
inf:.ntr}’.

v
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SECRET

ccttie “eport for Yonth cf Decenber 1944, cont'd,

——

Or 23 Decexter 3attalinn Mormander was given cormand of Pmrvisicnal Irfomrry
"attalior consis*ing of trcops from Hecdo.arters and Servise trcops of this Sst-
2lior., W9 T, D, Britulion, 15 angineer Z:*talion, 9th Infentry Division “u:r*er-
aster ond 9th Infantr - Division ‘leadquzrters Compiny, These troc s zve to te “sed
n case of extreme emer-er-~y in event of :n enem; hre-k threush, --ttalier ta2ff
i:de reconn~iss:nce of prorose” patrol lenes *~ be esto-liched in event of wmre-
recoper infiltroticen,

Twe foriex EU, S/Sbt. Jezon of Compony & end S/5:t. oleman, Tormpany T were
nmmissioned 2rd lieutenants, Al'S,

PR YIERE S Nree Al L T
CLATENCE G, TUPF=Ry .

Xy ™1, Cuvalry,
Comme.nding.

"
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snields; James R,
Foley, Robert M,
Jross, Hobsrt C.
Horowitz, Bernsrd L,
Croes, rverett C,
aarren, Olson L,

ANNEX IX

LOsSws IN »sCTION

OFFICERS
RaNK ASN
Csaspt. 01017091
1st L%, 01016979
2nd Lt 05327453
2ni Lt, 0534380
2nd Lt, 01018511
2nd Lt. 01016783

WNLISTHD Ml

Burns, Llhomas L, Cpl 356536008
Jones Jr, herbert i, Cpl 38332959
feed, wnliis C, Pvt 55847230
Nery, wrnest (Nwl) ~ lec 4 3382791¢5
Cooper, pretley (hwl) Tec 4 34872584
uomez, Mzrtin H, Cpl 58228881
Ferr, Legrend C, Pfe 38241030
Hartley, Howard . rvt 53768123
munford, Lzwrence 4, rvt 33695200
Bolysrd, HRalph &, Lec 4 33560905
Jozoway, Jack o, Cpl 34762548
Knepoer, ierle l, Pvt 335768139
titzzerald, Laroy . Upl 33352857
Iozzi, Joseph B, vy 33705186
Bruce, Oden =, S/3:6 37513881
Hucksbee, Joseph B, Lec & 38352930
dzrcla, Leonel (Nil) S/50t 18011995
Cssner, Johr L. Tac 4 39411118
deeques, ~rthur K, Cpl 31051787
Hiley, J=mes W, pPfe 36763070
Heese, wil . lem d, Cpl 34350588
Novatsky, santheny (nwl)Cpl 12174484
Gordon, dJsames J, Pfe 37654669
bryant, wvoneld k.o, fac B B3enr17el
wurphy, prerry a. Lec 5 57604946
rerry, wesley U, lec 4 39459954
sterczewsikl, Leonsrd n,i/sat 150162

Lenkiord, dowerd w, Lec 5 33912146
Hixson, arthur r, 5/t 34435949

S

| S

1l December 1944 to
31 December 1944

TYPE C.uS DATE
SWa 10 Dec 44
Lwa 10 Dec 44
SIA 11 Dec 44
LIA 16 Dec 44
SWa 19 Dec 44
LWa 19 Dec 44
LIa 8 Dec 44
Swa 10 Dec 44
LIa 11 Dec 44
LIa 11 Dec 44
LIa 11 Dec 44
LwA 2 Dec 44
Kla 12 Dec 44
KIa 12 Dec 44
KIA 12 Dac 44
LIA 12 Dec 44
LIs 12 Dec 44
LIa 12 Dec 44
Lus 12 Dec 44
SWA 12 Dac 44
SWA 12 Dec 44
L¥a 12 Dec 44
LwA 13 Dec 44
KIa 14 Dec 44
Swa 14 Dac 44
SWA 14 Dec 44
SwWa 16 Dec 44
SWA 17 Dec 44
SWA 19 LDec 44
Swa 19 Dec 44
SWA 25 Vec 44
Hia 26 Dec 44
SNA 26 Dec 44
Lua 26 Dac 44
SWA 29 Dec 44
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